
TIIE TEMPERANCE ENTERPRIS9.

TuIE I3ENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF I11E TEMPEIIANCE ENTEIU'IUSE

The Temperance enterprise, embracing various organizations, the main object
of whicli is t o dispense wvith the customary use of aleeholie liquors, is an enter-
prise that deserves more 'extensive support than it ha», yet -recei-ved. lu its9
euriier stages, many were disposed to loek upon it as Utepian, but its progress in
the raidst of long established usages, and the prcjudices and hostility arising
from ignorance, appetite, and interest, entitie it to our serious consideration. Its
safety and p-tacticabLility can no longer be called in question. Its numerous
moral achieveinents are undeniable. Its beneficial effeets are obvious te every
observant niind. Its triumplis must bo hailed by every well-wisher to tho best
interests of man. Its increusing succcss should be earnestly desired by every
Christian.

So deep is our conviction of the importance of this enterprise, that we have'
for raany yeurs given it aur hearty couatenance. To it we have oftea adverted
in the pulpit, and from thence prayer lias aseended on its behalf. The fearful
evi. of intemperance are lamented in aur publie prayers; why should we net
cordially unite in supplicating the blessings of the Most H-igli on ail reformatory
mensures to diniinish and eradicate cruls se disastereus ? The spiritual welfare'
of our people is greatly endangered by the drinking usages of Society. They
constitute a formidable barrier te the intellectun}, social, and moral interests of
almost every cenimunity. The mîssionary abroad, the minister at home, the
Sabbath Sehool Teacher. Christian Parents, and ail who are engagedi ok
of benevolence, would feel encouraged, and greatly rejoice, eotild this monster
evil be held in greater check than it, is, net only by moral suasien, but legal au-
therity. May we net hope that such will ho the case ? It will of course takec
time, and rtquire prudent and energetie efforts; but judging fromn the present as-
pect of things we preudly cherish the expectation of brighter days, for this moral
reform. -4nd we trust the readers of this Magazine -wll be found among its
warmest friends.

As an illustration of'the beneficial effe'2-ts of this enterprise, the happy change
wrought in Mýr. Jànies Stirling, of Scc>land, may be referred ta. We have
before us a memoir of this honoured persoin, by the Rev. Alexander Wallace. A
more interesting and instructive memoir welhave net read for'some tume. There
,we seesi "sane of the more etriking and characteristie features of humble Scottish
life."- It is a, sad picture of the utter debasemnent, and wretchedness, and the,
muin te business, body and seul, wbich follows ia the wake of drinking habits.
Blut there is a brighter side of the picture. The last thirty yeare of James Stir-
ling's life formed a most cheering instance of the blesscd change which takes
place when the prestrate will acquires ncw strength, and asserts its supremacy
ever the fierce cravings of appietite t and the shattered frame, the enfeebled intel-
lect, the dcbased moral nature, redecnied fromn the werst species of bondage, are
broughit under healing influences that usher ln a ntew era and Iead on ta a botter
fate.

The Single case of James Stirling, 'whilst it gives terrible renlity and Vivid-
noss te evils long endured, is at the sane tume a ",silver lining"e te the dark Cloud
-a sad illustration of the evils of drinking, and a Standing teatimaony te the


