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SCR1IPTURAL TREATMIENT 0F OFFENC1ES.-MANI.. XViii, 15-17.
(C'oncludedfromi page 105.)

We now advance to the third and last step in the process.
Verse 17-11 And if lie shall neglect to hear tbem, tell it untc, thie chiurch:

but if hie negleet to hear the church, let him le unto thco as an heathen man and
a publican'

So then it is implied that the second stop miay ho unsuccessf'ul. The " one or
twvo more" may fail to gain their brother-to reconcile the parties at variance.
We have, therefore, now hefore us directions for putting forth onc effort more.
"11Tell it unto the church.> Stili you will observe the gracions Saviour does not
authorize more publicity than is necessary at every stop in the proccss. It is
not " tell it unto the world '>-send it abroad-let it be known fiar and wide-tell
it in Gath, publish it in the etreets of Askalon. 1kcw unlike unto IIim are many
of IIus professed followers. Whatsoever they hear, no mnatter how secret, thcy
seem, to think they are bound to publishi fromn tha hionse-top -makin g a ývery
unwarrantable application of the Saviour's words. No : lus commaand is, " Tell
it unto the church." Tell the reat of the family circle that an element of discord
bas got in among them, that they, by their united influience, xnay, if possible,
remove the evil, by gaining- the erring- brother. Or, if this be impossible, th:ît
they iim-y save the defectioa of the ivhole, by removing him. One discased sheep
wiould soon infect the fiock. When every means which christian wisdom. and
love can devise to prevent the case being brougbht into the cburch, has failed-
and it must corne to this-thea let it be safe from public gaze within that sacred
enclosure, untîl this, the last; effort of christian love, ho tried in vain. -"Tell it
unto the c- ýýrch." This is the final court of appeal. Ilere it must be decided.

Ilere a question might arise; with some - but wbat does thel Lord inent by
Ithe chiurch,' the " ecclesia ?'" I cannot here stop to discuss that point, though

a most interesting one.* To the generality of th'e rer.ders of this periodical no
such discussion is necessary. .According to your ecclesiastical polity " the
ehlulvch' meaus the congregation of believem-s. It isi very plain that it cannot
men the oflice bearers merely, for in the l5th chapter of Acts and in the 4th verse
"the church"'l is very carefully distinguishied froin the whole body of office

bearers, while the saine distinction is plainly stated in Phil. i, 1. IBut perhaps
we may very safely leave tbis sulbject by quoting the words of the late Dr.
Campbell, Principal of 1arischal College, Aberdeeni, Scotland, himself a divinity
professor in the Church of Seotland. In his note to our text he snys-"l t. would
be contrary to ail the rules of criticisin to suppose that our Lord wvuIld say
CCcongregation," wvhich the word literally imports, whien ho inoant only a -few
hecads or directors." Campbell's Notes, vol. ii. p. 100.

fiTell it to the ehureh,"1 thon, mens tell it to the assenibly of behievers. Bot
hov is this to be done? It is plain that, in order to avoid confusion, all niatters;

*For a vory elcarzind conrdusivo discussion of this Fu1bject in a small compass, sce a most valunble tract
Whalittis a church of Christ ?" pibliled somo timo ago by Andrewlnmilton, Toronto, nd advertied on

tho covcr of this magazine. Tho whole socles, of which this tract ia one, formas an invaIuab1o troasuro of
fact and argument on the sul)icis troated.


