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WIIIwEFVI:R A Trow' or sutiali City iniiproves ils mitcr
suppiy and addsto, its lire cxtiiiguislig facilities a
litIle, underwnriters are È. onîce iiuîportunced to rC(luce
rates, and the rC(lit.itot deliiinced is xîstiaiiy to the
Iowvest point. Coînpatties very properiy eiicour-
aige these protective îînproveîtieîîls, for il ks sounid
underwritilig to fit lte rate to the hazard ; but we
question witetltcr too ittuicl credil is niot soînclintes
given to thiese itnprovcineîts in the average town. A
towi' of a few thousand iniliabitants is uistaiiy a prcty
combustible town, %voodeiî structures prtvaiiing, andc
l'ire departinent discipline anîd eqtiipînenî, nt the hcst,
very inuperfect. Soule of onr readers -%viil remnteber
thiat previous to the sweepiig lire whichi dcstroyed
Spokante Falls on ti Ibe Pcifîc Coast, a litle over two
years ago, te youlig city nniprovcd its ivater suppiy,
and orginized a paid fire deparîtint to whielh it pointed
with pride, and tint ils people and lthe niewspa»c)rs
ioudiy demanded a reduction of rates accordiitgly. In
a few days te place wvas au aiii iteap. Il is well ta
seau the situation closely front ail staiîdproints befiwe-
nxaking swveeping reductions on i12e :streiih of a few
improventents.

TiSRn miAs LONG been a growiiig conviction, now
atnountiing to denxonstrated certainity, that lire iiisur-
an..- rates on farin property arc alinost everywhere too
iow. Action lias at lasi been n lte fornn of a
request, signed by ail lte principal coîttpanies, aîîd
addressed ta tlue Nciw ork State Uiiderwriîers'
Association and 10 lte Middle Department, to lte
effect that the rating associations take miinediate steps
to advance rates on farm property on lthe basis of 30
cents for one year on bcst class of dwcliings and con-
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lentS, 50 cents 011 barils antd prodîice, anid 40: cenits oit
Wagonîs antd live stock. 0it tiiesc Classes, but seuleffie
"Iless desirabie," lit: ratus are to be I0 cents, 6o cents
aîîd 50 cents reslpcctiveiy'. Stcveîitv-five- Per ceint. Ofthe
above rate 15 la lie adilcd 10 lthe ouceyear rate for cadli
year a(l<lc( 10 the o11e year terinu, aîi pi-ce Y-ati of te
saine for siiorter terni tit one vear. Tiis is equiv-
aletto1 two antd a lialf alnias for liree years aîîd
four aitîtuials for five years. Barnts and contenits, wlien
itîstreci alolie, are to i)e ciîarged oilC per centt. for otte
year, 110 teni iîist.raice aiiowabie. A few of lte coni-
pallies ]lave sigîted. oit condiitioni lit a fiftceix per cent.
ntaxiiiiiiîîx commiîission to1 agents be agrccd tipaît before
lte iicw ratiiig siali becoitie effctive.

Pri W11.1. STRINE' iitost people iii titis coutry as
exlrînieiy Iiidlirotis 10 iear tat tie Couiity Coilcii of
L.ondoit, witich tiliforltialeitey lias coîttrol of the Loti-
don fire brigade, lias actllii ait'rrised for catndidates
for the positioni of ciiief of lthe brigade in place of
Captaixi Siaw, rcsi-nzid ! Il %voxuid be quite as appro-
primte, in case of lthe resigîîatioîî or cicati of lthe comi-
îîtantcing geiterai of die Britisht arniy, for lte Governt-
mîet t advertise for applicalits 1 fMI lte vacaîîcy.
Trie eqtîiptiteîtt anid mîanîagemtent of it arîiny of fire-
figlitcrs aidequale t0 lte pro!ectioti of suci a city as
.oitdoii, wili ils populiationi of four aîîd a quarter

mxillions anîd wili ils vasl buildinigs andc vainable cou-
tents covetii.- tmorc ltau i-t tv-five thous2itid acres,
cati saféiy be coîiiiiîîed oîiiy 10 a mîanî of lthe largest
experieitce, of progressive Mdens, aîîd detnonstrated
etecutltive abiiity. A commiiandeir, hacked by ample
r2sotirce.s, is witat lte Lond(onî lire brigade ieeds, flot a
"hired itani,'' to be tttrted tii) froîti a brigade of appli-

catîts acivertised for as lte iteinbers of thte County
Coîtncii acivertise for a coacliîiai or a cookz. The
îttsuraitce coîîîpaîîies have a vital iiiterest in the select-
joli of Capt. Shuw's successor.

Jt;ST uTow TttE- propositioti argueCi by INr. XVhitixig,
in hiis paper rend before te laIe sessioni of the Actuarial
Society of Atinica, for a tirce per cent. reserve stand-
ard for life ccntpaîties iii Ainerica, looks ho sucx a Iead-
iîîg reprectaive iitsuraiiee joutrnal as lthe Revietoi of
Londonx, nia) be secît by lte fullowiiig commntu, tnade


