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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

LETTRERS FROM BERNMUDA,

Lerren XIIIL

Hauntox, Fobruary, 18—.

Dgan Frienp.—Last weok wo went
over in a steam-tug, the Pioneer, with
soms Jadies from tho Hotel to seo tho
dookyards in Ircland Isle. We gota
Baas and registored our nawes. Proba-

ly the most important position in the
Bormudas is Ircland Islo, which,
though not muoh moro than a mile in
longth and a quarter of a mile in
breadth, containg tho dockyard and
other establishments conncoted with
the Royal Navy. The Camber, which
is a doock sheltered from tho usus!
swoll of the ocenn by an oxcollent
break-water, hns proved of great ser-
vico to many wur vessels thal con-
tinually visit Bermuda. But the
prinoipal featuro of attraction is ¢ tho
Groat Bermuda Doolt,” a floating mess
of iron, the largest structure of the
kind in tho world, It wasconstruoted
for tho purpose of dry-docking Her
Majesty's war-vessels in need of ropair
whitle on the atation, and is so largo
that vessels of the first oiass can be
taken on with ease, with everything on
board. Thoe dook, which is of iron, was
built in England, and left that country
for Berinuda in June, 1869, being
towed across the Atlantic by two
powerful men of-war, with a small one
astern to steer by. After a very
smooth voyage of twenty-five days, this
enormous mass reached itsdestination
and was safely placed in the bed pre-
pared for it, an excavation made to the
depth of 54 feet below low water, from
which no less than 1,200,000 cubio
feet of sand and coral debris was re.
moved.

The Royal Naval Boapital stands on
s hill immediately above the dock-
yard, while beneath, ocoupying a large
space of ground, pretlily orname-ted
b{ cedar groves and smooth grassy
glades, is the Naval Cemetery.

e ascended the stesp ladder-like
steps to the top deock of the great
floaving dook. It resembles a gigantio
steamboat cut in two parts, opened
lengthways down the middle. A
vaesel wag inside undergoing repaira,
There are stone steps under tho water
to get at the bottom of the boat. The
water can be drawn off after the man-
ner of a canal and leave the vessel
quite dry in the dock., The number of
rivets in the dock is 8,000,000. The
weight of them is 800 tons. It is
divided Jongitudinally into 8 water-
tight ocompartments and transversely
into G,s0 that it containg, irrespective of
engine-rooms, pump wells, etc., 48
distinet water-tight compartments by
whichthe position of the water required
for working the dock may be regulated.
There are 8 pumps of 20 horse power
each, which will lift 16 tons of water
a minute. Al the different compart-
ments are worked by valves from the

“upper deck. There i3 also a pair of

steam shears, 100 feet high, lifting 80
tons. They wero lifting the mast of a
larga vessel while we were there.

Woe saw some strange looking float-
ing objects called Turret-ships, iron
armour-plated. One of them was
shaped like a gigantic cheess, the
Scorpion, 4 guus, 2,751 tons ; another,
the Terror, armour-plated, 8 guns,
1,844 tons, a regular floaling battery,
and many others of the same ilk.

This day we had the pleasure of
sceing a sham sea-fight. Whilewalking
aboat looking at the different vessels
-aunchored there, wo observed that the
names painted on them wore most
inappropriate to war-ships—names of

entle feathered oreatures, such as

ove, Plover, Bullfinch, &o. While
disoussing the matter we heard con-
fused noises, sounds of firing off guns ;
shouts of reef the main sail, port the
helm, lufi—stand at ecase, athwart
ships, starboard, lee, furl tho mizzen
sail, Larboard, man the pumps, &e.,
&o. Thena vollgg was fired, and the
smoke wrapped the vessels ag in a

mist, Whilo wo wore yot viewing this
specimen of Naval warfaro the battle
onded, tho smoko olearcd away, and the
unhart wounded woro carried tondorly
to the cuck-pst by their sorrowful moss-
mater amid choors and shouts from the
Victors,

Upon onquiry we found that tho
jolly tars were not daily in thoe habit
of amusing themselves with school-
boy froaks and kittenish gambols, but
that the Vico Admiral, Sir A—-K—,
K.0.8., oto., was making a tour of
inspeotion, and the men wero going
through their naval drill and mifitury
oxorcises. The Vico Admiral soon
appeared, a distinguished looking
officer in full naval uniform, which is
a magnificent dress hslf covered with
gold laco and having heavy gold
opaulots, He lunded, accompnnied
by—not ¢ his sisters and his cou-
sins and his sunts,” but by several
young midshipmen and his Seoretary,
Captain I*——. Tho latter goutlo-
man, in passing, recognized and saluted
us. He turned back and said he was
on duty, in waiting on the Vice Ad-
miral, or he would be most happy to
bo our guide. Hothen introduced our
party to the Captains and Commanders
of tho Bullfinch and Plover, who wore
standing near, having landed with the
Vice Admiral, and left us in chargo of
these naval hioroes. Ve expressed our
surprise at the singular names of the
war vessels, and one said they wero so
called becauso they were yame to the
last! The officers kindly took us over
the Bullfinch, which was as bright as:d
gayly colored as her pretty namesake.
They offered us cake and wine in the
cabin and showed us all possible at-
tention.

1 love the Sailor—bis oventfal lifo—

His %cneroul spirit his contempt of danger—
His firmness in the galo, tho wreck and

strife ;
And though a wild and rcckless Occan
Tanger,
God gran$ he make that port when life i3 o'er
\Where atorms aro hushed and biliows bresk
n0 more.

Oane of the young ladies of our party,
a very youn/ lady, caused the oflicers
to smile by innocently asking, among
other questions, to which they listened
and answered with polite gravity—
Did they car'y passengers? No.
Nor merchandise ? No. *¢ Well,” said
she * what are they for 2 What is the
use of all these beautiful ships ?” This
soemed to amuse the naval officers
highly. Miss —— did not evidently
comprehend the necessity of n stand-
ing armed Fleet. She did not fully
appreciate the Royal Navy by whioh
¢ Britannia rules the waves."

As Blackstone says in one of his
works : * The Royal Navy of England
has ever been its greatest defence and
ornament ; it is its ancient and natural
strength ; the Hoating bulwark of the
Island; an arm moreover from which,
however strong and powerful, no dan-
ger can bo apprehended to liberty,
and accordingly is hes been assidoously
cultivated from the earliest ages.”

But in spite of Blackstone's learned
mandate, perhaps the young maiden,
in theinnocence of ber youthful beart,
believed in the sentiment which the
poet Longfellow expresses in the fol-
lowibg verses :

4 Were half the power that fills tho world

terror ;
Wero half the wealth bestowed cn camps
and courts
Given to redoem the human mind from error,
Thex; ;’:re no need of arscnals, slects and
° »
The warrior's vame would bse a namo
abhorred,
And every Nation tkat shoald lift again
Its hand againat & brother, on its forchead
Should vear for ever more the Curss of
n,”
¢ They shall beat their swords into
glongllnree and their spears into pruniog
ooks. Nation shall not lift aword against
nation, neither shall they learn war auy
more.”—Is. ii., 4.
¢ ] love, I doarly love to sce
Bright steel gleam through the land ;
"Tis a goodly aight, but it must be
Held in tho reaper’s tawny hand,”
I shall relato the account of our

visit to H. M. 8. Bollerophon in my

next epistle. Adiew.  Pracmu,
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FOY & XELLY,
Barristers, Solicitors, &c,

OFrICES

Home Saviugs and Loan Co.’s Baild
(ngs, 80 Church Street, Toronto.
J. 1. FOY, ¢,C. H. T. KELLY

WILLOUGHBY, CAMERON & LEE,
Barristors, Sdlicitors, Notarics, Ete.

OFFICIY “QUITY CHAMBERS,
Cox. Apxtatps A¥D Vicroria:Srezxrs, ToroNTO.
Axp OARVILLE, ONT.
TELEPIHONE 1588,
Cablo Address, ** Wity 5,” Toront
W. B WILLOUQGIHBY, B.A., LLB, D. 0. CANEROY, B.A.
W, T. J, LIS, B.O.L, 271y

MULVEY & McBRADY,

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, &

PROCTERS IN ADMIKALTY,

Room 67, Canada Life Bullding,
46 KING ST. WENT, TORONTO.
Telophone 706
TOOWAS MU VAT, 17-8m

¥acdonell, McCarthy & Boland

Barristers, Solicitors, Notaries, de.

Offices—Quebeo Bank Chambers,
No2 Toronto street,

Toronto.

Moxzr 10 Loax.
A.C. Macdonell B.C.L W. 0. McCarthy.
W. J. Boland.

ANGLIN & MALLON,

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS,

NOTARIES, &c,
Orrices : Laxp Szcorary CiaMexss,
8. W. Cor, Adclatdo and Victeria Bircets,
TORONTO.
Fraok A. Anglin.  Jas. W. Mallon, LL.B,
Telephone 1268

HEARN & LAMONT,

Barristers, Solicitors, Proctors in
Admiralty, Notaries, &c.
Orrices: ‘ToroxTo ANXD ToTTENHAN,

47 Camada Life Building, 48 King 88 West,
Terents ; Bond's Block, Tetienkam,

J. Haarx Joirx Laxost, B.A.
mn‘;;?ence. 255 Sx'mdlna Ave., Toronto. '

Toronto Telcphoune, 1838,
¥. W. Cazzr, LLLB.

L. V. MC3RADY.

J. ol Quixs.

QUINN & (.L.\REY,
Barristers, - Selicitors, - &c.

Orricxs—Roous 6 and 7 Mnuicuaxy’s BuiLdixes,
35 ADKLAIDR 1. Basy,

TOROGNTO, ONT.
Telepaone 1189,

C. J. McCABE,

BARRISTER aud SOLICITOR.

OMco: 69 Adelaide st. last,
TRLEPHONE 1438, TORONTO.
zo.1;-‘“” to Lean, Calzegwl;é.

J. J. LANDY,
Solicitor, Notary, Etc.

OFFICE: 120 YOKGE STREET.

B.A.

Roos 7,

DR. T. P. WEIR,

63 Charios Strest.
Telephone 4244,

J. J, CASSIDY, M.D.
TORONTO.

Office any Realdenoo, 69 BLoor St. Eam,
Ornica louas:

870 10 AM.,

1vo 3 PN,

G0 8 IWM.

Tarxrionx 3544,

Jan Lotftus, Lb.8, D D8, J. Roblns, LD.8,, D.0.8

DRS. LOFTUS & ROBINS,

Cor. Queen and Bathurstate. « "
Open at Night.

POST € HOLMES,

ARCHITECTS.
OFFICES:

Rooms 28 aud 29 Mauning Arcade,

A. A POST Toronto. A. W. HOLMES
TELEPHOXE 451,

C. P. LENNOX L.D.S.

O. W. Lenuox, D.D.S., Philadelphia
¢ L.D.8., Toronto ::
0. P. LENNOX & SON.
Dentists
ROOMB A AND B, YONGE 8T, ARCADE,
grePEONE 1846 — Toroxro

A.J. MCDONACGCH,

DENTIST,

Ofice and Restdence

274 SPADINA AVE,
Three doorssouth of 8t. Patrick at.
Telephono 2892,

FYESIGHT ™ 5%,

—Y —

MY OPTICIAN,
159 Yonge st ., Confederation Life Big.

A.T. HERNON.
BUTCHER am PURVEYOR

FINEST QUALITY OF MEATS.

BEEF, MUTTON, PORE, VEAL, LAMB
AN —
PouLInY AxXD VEOETADLES 1IN SEABON.

2568 CHURCH STREET.
Telophcno 2181,
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Book and Job Printing

DEPARTMENT:

Torouto,t0Ont

Executed.
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Orders by 3Mail promptly atiended to.

Ewary Description of Work Neatly

| s Write for Prices or Telephone 488,



