
ho kepL a Bed Squiiricel lu con finement for tupwoi-ds of two years and fed
it oxcitisively on animal food, and that it becainc quito fat and glossy in
its coat, and showed every sign of perfect hiealth. 1 bave frcquently
sen theni eating tho eggs of birds in nmy o'vn place. This habit is :1
serious one, a-, no liests are %afe if Sqirtrels are about. I nuist say thiat
I like the feathcred songsters of the spring so 'veli that if it cornes to a
niattor of choico betwvoen them and the Squirrels, 1 think thec lattor
Nvill havo to go. My attention lias been called to an article ii Il Science
Gossil)" foir th(ý 3ear 1873, whore it is st ted that la one o? the lai-ge
parks in the City of Phiiildeiphia. the Squirrels becarne so destructive
o? the eggcs o? the wvild birds (there niesting) that, iii order to save the
birds, it wvas fourni necessary to destroy the Squirrels.

MN-any people suppose that Squirrols are very muitel averso'to water
anid xviII neyer volunitarily tàke to it. It is not uncommon to read ot
theni-wlien conipelled to cross a streanim--rakingy rafts of chips or
pieces o? barkh and getting on hoard, hoit their tails so that they wvil1
catch fte wvid, and so manage to secute a dry passage aeross ; of course
thiey select a tiine wvhen the Nvinid is blowing fromn the riglit direction.
These aro pretty stories and quife coniplimentary to the intelligence of
the little navigtators. 1 aun afraid, however, that tho imnportant element
of truth is a inissing factor. At one of the Club excursions to 'Meechi's
Lake as I wvas sittingr on a rock iiear its outiet, about difty or sixty feet
from. wlhere a bridge spans if, a Red Squirrel came jumnping(, along, alld,
Nvidholit a nîomnenit's hiesitation. plungedc into the 'vater ani swvam across.
It was evidently a miatter o? chloice as if coula easily have crossed by
the bridge.

The Chipiunk or Grouind Squirrel is not of the saine gentis as
fthc Red Squirrel, biit as it is far more common in the Ottawa district
than the others whichi are to follow, I will take it Up before thern. The
Chipmiunk is smaller iii size than the IRed Squirre], a ful grown onle
l)eing about seven inchies long inleludin a the head an body ; the ti
witliont the fuir, is about four inches longo,. It is easily distinguishied
fron-,. the othier Squirrels inhabiting this part oi Canada by the markings
along its body, tlhere beh.. always five dark longitudinal and p;u'allel
stripes extenlding froua the licad te the rtnnpi, the spaces between bef.illg
of a liglitishi grey. The rump, is of a briglit tawny color ; ail the under


