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with lier mother, resolved to seek with hecavenly aid the
cure wrhich huinan mneans could flot Effeet. For this end
both pronounced a vow that if Margaret Mary' -was cured.
she should be dedicated to the service of the Biessed Virgin.
No soonier liad the vow been made tlian the youiig girl's
streligth returxied, to the great joy of lier famnily, and whiat
was a more precions gcift than health, shie feit, fromn that
moment, that our Lady hiad bestowed a very special mark
of lier protection on lier. She feit lier love growing, for the
.Mother of God. But tlie devotion which shie had always
experienced towards ber heavenly queen nlow giew into
sonietiing more than devotion. It becamne a real personal
intercourse in whichi the Holy Mother trained and gunided
the soul of the youing girl in a nîiost mnarvellous nianner.
Margaret Mary tells us, " she took upon hierseif the abso-
lute groveriimient of mie, reproving mie for muy fauits and
teaching mie to do the will of God.''

Fromn this timie forward slie added to lier former practices
of devotion many and continuai austerities, sucli as fastiing
three days iii the week ; eating oîily the coarsest food:
wearing an ironl chain and other instruments of penance:
rising iii the niglit to spend the sulent liours in prayer; and
otler exercises of mortification and devotion in which lier
fervor found vent.

This method of life gradually underrinied lier health, and
brouglit on a violent and continuied pain iii the side whichi
shie eiideav,,,ored to conceal at flrst. \Vheii lier sufferiiig.s
hecaie so cvideiît that shie could conceal then no0 longei.
lier molher aud brothers jre-venited lier froin continiingii ler
miorti fi cati on s.

How'ever, no soolier hiad tlîis change been miade thani a iiew
source of anixietv miiifested itself, very painf ni ulccer,
broke out on lier body which nîo iedical skill conld relie,,, .

They eaused lier very acute pain, and, indeed, seenied to
have beeni sent in aîîswer to lier prayers. In lier thirt
after sufferings slie wvas at first uniwilling to take reniedic,,.
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