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I have the tenderest affection for the
people of Montreal, and if 1 wvere not
in Amnerican, could wvish that 1 urere
one af your fellow citizens."

HOW CAN '1 HE INTEREST IN
OUR FIRST-1)AV SCHOOLS

BE INCREASEI)?

A paper rc-id at the F. D Scbool A.,soci-iioni or N.
V. Yearly Metng, in 5th nio., z894, by 1.otusa A.
HavvUnnd.

How can the interest in our First-
day Schools be increased ? is a ques-
tion which the writer feels better pre-
pared to ask than ta ansurer, and in a
better position ta listen ta the solution
of the problern by samne more experi-
enced worker. than ta attempt any
sud' solution before this meeting.

The subject of this paper, therefore,
is not ta affer a perfect plan of wvork,
or ta propose any specific for the cure
of existing weakness, but rather ta en-
-auraze a free expression of thought as
an important means of increasing in-
terest.

Evey step forward in the uplifting of
humanity, every wonderful invention
oR disc,)very perfected, every triumph
of truth that has at last dissoived some
seeming mystery into a mighly law of
God, has existed at some time as a
simple thought in some mmnd. The
%wondrous beauty, and lovelinees of
nature, camnes ta aur sight through the
medium of refiected light, so the spark
enitted by the expression of a cam-
mon-place thought niay be reflected by
sonie more experienced mind, and a
flower of beauty and utility be reveal-
ed. Therefore, in the attempt ta give
an intelligent ansurer ta aur question,
these essentials suggest themselves:
st. 'rhat ure endeavor ta estimate the

First-Day School at its true value. 2nd.
That we be w illing ta give expression ta
our thoughts on the subject, for in
thjeti may lie something mare valuable
than ure know.

Irrn a just appreciatian of the
First-day School, and the free inter-
change of thought of bath young and
old, mnust corne an in,-reased strength

and interest ini the work Horace Bush-
neli, when speaking of Sabbath school
instruction, on one occasion, is said to
have -emarked : "Sometimes à' think
it is the only work there is in the
world ;certainly it is the greatest."
1'hough this seems a slight exagger-
ation, since this statement was made
the continued increase in the number
and size of First-day Schools, both in
our Society and in the other branches
of the Christian Church, gives evi-
dence of the generally recognized im-
portance of the work.

As a natural consequence, ail are
desiring an increased interest and irn-
praved xwethods. To reach the de-
sired end in our Society, an earnest
,ind general expression of thought
mrust tend to throw light on the way.

I think we should feel thanlcful that
we live in an age when the rigid doc-
trines of the past have given place ta
more liberal thought, and when relig-
ion is no longer regarded a cause for
sadness but for joy. If we wish ta
teach the child to think of religion as
a daily compan ion and friend, we must
make the hour spent in the First-day
School interesting and satisfying, and,
as Dr. Adler has said of the day
school, "A place in wvhich his
whole nature, and especially what is,
best in him, may expand and grow."

In the report of the Directors of the
Unitarian Sunday School, for 1893,
the President says : "We are aiming,
at least in the Sunday School work of
our denominatian, ta establish a new
education. What dces that phrase
mean ? Perhaps the following brief
extract fitly expresses it fromn a leading
authority of our day : 'The fleu ed-
ucation, aims at building up self-con-
trol and individual insighit. it sub-
stitutes l'le internai authority of
conscience for the external authority of
the letter.' That is a definition in
part. The whole aim is ta transfer
authority in morals and religion from
an arbitrary and fickle command of
tradition ta the inner sense of right
and inurard voice of God. 'What is
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