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NATURAL HISTORY.

Tue Gaun NuT.—See that curious gall
ut, It is formed on the leaf of atree, In
part of the leaf in which the female gall

egositing an egg, she discharges a pe-
iar fluid, which, by preventing the sap
om passing in its natural course, causes a
adual enlargement, which becomes the
abitation of the future insect, when hatch-
ed from the egg deposited there by the
nother.  In the autumn, this caterpillar
hanges into & fly, and gnows a pazsage
rough the ball.  These gall nuts form cqe
f the ingredients of ink, and are also used
medicine.-—Dialogues on Natural His:,
. AMPHIBIOUS AN1MALS.—Pray do you
ykuow the meaning of the word amphibious ?
Ithink 1 do. Does it not mesn an ani-
fmal that can live either in the water or on
and ?

Yes, that is quite right. Water ratsare
of the same kind, and otters, and many
other animals.  Water rats shew great in-
genuity in the construction of their nests,
which have two openings, one above the
vater, and the other buneath.— The same.

' 'Curiots ANECDOTES oF Dogs.—A
litd beggar’s dog, besides lerding his mas-
tet in such a manner as to protect him from
danger, learned to know, not only the
eets, but the very houses where the poor
used to receive ussistance. Whenever the
animal came tc one of these streets, he would
¥not leave it till acall bad been made at every
§hoise where his master had usually been en-
Blcourazed. When the beggar begen to ask
alms, the dog lay down to rest himself, but
g the master was no sooner relieved, or refused
istauice, than the dog rose immediately
and went on regularly to the houses where
he beggar had generally been relieved. —
@Whena half-penny was thrown from a win-

h¢ saimal would not taste it, unless his mas-
er gave it him with his own hand.
N Dogshave been taught to go regularly to
kthe bitcher’s shop, and to carry home the
et in safety.
& “A wmastiff, who had often observed his
gmaster ringing at the door for admission, had
850 learned to imitate him, that whenever he
was aceidentally shut out from any house
kWitEre his master was visiting, he would him-
geelfalways ring the bell.

There was a dog belonging to a grecr
't Bdipburgh. whe greatly amused and as-
Rutiished . the people in.the. neighbourkfood.

oy

scot makes o hole for the purpose of

dow, the dog would immediately set abont
0-search for it, and would then lift it up
erom the-ground, end put it into his master’s
giat.  Even when bread was thrown down,

A man who went through the streets ringing
a bell, and sclling penny pies, happened
onte day to treat the dog with a pre, The
next time he heard the pieman’sbell, he ran
towards him, end seized him by the coat,
and would not suffer him to pass. The pie-
nian, who understood what the animal want-
ed, showed him 2 penny, and pointed to his
master, who stood at the street door, intend-
mg to shew the dog that he must ask his
master for a penny before he could have a
pie. The dogimmediately went to his mas-
ter, and made many signs to him, and di-
Tected looks to lum as 1if he was earnestly
begging fo: zomething. The master, who
had seen what had happened, put a penny
into the dog’s mouth, which the dog instant-
ly delivered to the preman, and received his
pe. The traffic totween the pieman and
the dog was practised for a long tire aftor-
wards.

THe ManocaNY TREE.—The maho-
gany tree is found 1n great quantities on the
low and woody lands, and even upon the
rocks and in the countries on the western
shores of the Carbbean sea, about Hondu-
rasand Campeachy. It is also abundantin
the islands of Cuba and Hayti, and it used
to be plentiful in Jan:aica, Where it was of
excellent quality; but most of the larger
trees have been cut down. Itwas formerly
abundant oun the Bahamas, where 1t urew
on the rocks, to a greut height, and tour teet
in diameter. The mahogany is a graceful
tree, with many brauches that form a very
handsome head. The flowers are small and
whitish and the seed vessel has sone resem-
blancc o that of the Barbadoes cedar, It
su far corresponds with the pine wibe, that
the timber is best upun the colder suils and
in the most exposed situations. When 1
gtows upon moist and warm lands, itis soft,
coarse, spougy, and contains sap-wood,
into which sume woimns willeat. That which
is most accessible at Honduras 1s of tius
description ; and therefure 1t s vnly used
for coarser werhs, or fur a ground on which
to lay weneers of the choicer surts. For
the latter puipose it is weil adaped, as 1t
glues better than deal, and when properly
holds seasoned, is not so apt to warp or
to be caten by iusects. When it grows
in favorable situations where it has roum
to spread, it is of much better quality
and putsout larger brauches, the junction
of which with the stem furnish those beauti-
fully curled pieces of which the choicest ve-
neers are made.  When among rocks and
much exposed the size is inferior, and there
1> not su much variety of shading; but the
tumber is fai superior and the cotor is more
rich.

T

MOUNT ETNA.

The ancients considered this mountam as
the lughest in the world ; and it is, deed,
of an enormous height, although there are
some that are still higher, particularly umong
those called the Andes, 1n South America
Mount Etna 1s in the island of Sieily, and
its elevation above the level of the sea is smid
to be 10,083 feet, which is iore than two
miles. 1t may be seen fiom Valetta, the
capital of Malta, onaclear day, and this is
a distance of 150 miles. Etna 1s what is
called & wvolcano, or burning mountain, it
throws out fire. and smuke, and hot ashes ;
and a sort of liquid fitc runs down its sides,
which is called lava ; aad, when tlus 1scold,
it becomnes havd like a stoue, and takes a
polish, and has the appearance of a beautiful
sort of marble. There is 2 burning mountain
likewise m ltaly, called Vesuvius, and there
are, indeed, several in different parts of the
world, but these are the most celebrated.—
Ltna 1s said to be nearly thirty miles from
the begiuning of the ascent to the top of the
mountain. Foi about the first twelve miles
there are pastures and fruit-trees in great per-
feetion.und there are also towns and villages.
The climote is particularly hat dn.this.part.
A little igher it is cooler, and it abounds
in timber tiees of different kinds, some of
which are of an enormous size. The upper
part of the mountain is constantly covered
with snow, .

Mount Etna was celebrated as a volfano
by the most ancieut wrieis; we have ac-
counts of an eruption 1693 years before the
birth of Christ, V¥ ¢ must not suppose that
burning mountaius atv constantly vomiting
forth these torrents of flanses, and masses of
stone, and ashes, bu, these ternble erup-
tions are frequently tahing piace, and are
often the cause of dreadful destruction.—
Whole towns have been completely buried
by the ashes fium these two mountains, or
covered with the lava. In the ye r 1639,
the torreat of bursing lava from Mount Etga
i.undated a space of fourtzen milesin length,
aad four iu bieadth, and bunied, beneath 1t,
‘part of the town of Catania, which is at the
ool of the mountain. Fur several months
before the lava broke out, the moumtain
was observed to send forth much smoke and
flame. ”

Mount Vesuvius, though a large moup-
tain, s not to be compared to Etna.

We may perhaps say more about theso
mountgins some other day.

Cards, Circulars, yec. dc. ncatly pn'n{ed
at this Ofice.
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