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of atonement—ail appointed with o view
ta the propidation of God's tavour; and
acuvmplishiqg this, because they were ty-
pical of Christy, and of his atpnement —
The temple and its appurtenances were
preuliarly designed for this very purpose.
It was contrary to law to burn incense
or offur sacrifices in any other place.—
Nor could they cat within their gates
the tithe of their corn, or their oil, or
their vine, or the tirstling of the tlock,
wor any vuw which they vowed, nor their
frec-will offering, nor heave otlerings of
their hand ; but they were o eat them
before the Lord their God, in the place
which beshould choose.  Such was God's
appotntment.  This no doulit was to im-
press the people with due solemnity in
the oflering of their sacrifices, and pre-
senting of their gifts, to prevent the sa-
cred character of these observances and
rites frowm being at all infringed, and thus
maintain the sanctity of God’s service.—
And though the sanctuary now has no
such observances, for they have all been
done away in Christ whom they served
to typify or represent ; and it issurround-
ed by no such sanctions ; or guarded by
no such restrictions ; but in all places we
may present our spiritual sacrifices, and
bring 10 God our offerings—yet the
church is especially the place where we
are to presest these sacrifices, and bring
our offerings to God, and it is there pe-
culiarly, in the ordinances of Christ’s ap-
pointment, that his one sacrifice is com-
memovated or set forth, and Chris® bim-
self is held up to view. This is done in
the sacraments of Cliist, and in the
preaching of the word. True, we are
not restricted to place in regard to these ;
but order and decency, as well as conve-
nience, require us to_have a place set a-
part, where God's ordinances may bedis-
pensed, and where we may call upon the
name of our God. And suchservices are
limited tc this carth. There will be no-
thing of them 11 heaven. - Allthescrvices
of the cartbly temple or sanctuary, ex-
cept, it may be, praise, will be at an end.
Their object wisl Lave been gained.—
What was their object? Was it not to
propitiate the favour of God, to depre-
cate his wrath, to seck the formsiveness of
sin, and to obtain everlasting life ? And
bave uot thesc ends been accomplished,
when heaven, the heavenly state, is reach-
ed? There, God’s favour will know no
end, noabatement, no change. Sin bas
been for ever taken away—its guilt cx-
piated by the great propitiation ; and
the redeemed have become even as the
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angels of God. The only service then
will be praise, or such active obedicuce
to God’s will as may require all heaven
itself for its scope. ‘There will be no temn-
ple, therefore, in heaven. It were unne-
cessary.  There is no oblation to offer,
no sacrifice to make, no wrath to depre-
cate, no merey to obtain : no part of hea-
ven can be more holy than another, since
all heaven is filled with God’s holiness ;
his presence pervades it all ; and where-
ver praise is offered, or service rundered,
it will be the praise and service of holy
and perfeet bemgs, and must therefore be
aceeptable in God’s sight.

Again, a temple has only occasional
services. It is not perpetual homage or
praise that is oflered there.  In the'tem-
ple of Jerasalem it was only the service
of morc especial days, or scasons, that
was required  ‘Fhe tribes of Isracl had
to repatr thither only three times a-year,
on the occasion of the three great festi-
vals. The temple was open indeed eve-
ry day at stated hours for prayer—but
the more peculiar service of the temple
was reserved for the three great solemni-
tics—the feasts of the passover, of pen-
tecost, and of tabernacles. To these the
whole of Isracl was required to repair
{from the remotest corner of Julea—and
it *was a joyful sight to sce the tribes
wending their way by bill and valley,
Joountain and plains, to keep the
festivals  of the Lord, cach one
communing with another, aad glad be.
cause it was said uuto them: * let us go
up uato the house of the Lord.” Wemay
conceive them singing the songs of Zion
ou their way, and looking beyond the
temple on earth 1o the temple in heaven,
whete their songs aud serviees should be
uninterrupted, and it would not be only
a glimpse of God’s glory that they would
enjoy, but he should be beheld face to
face. In the sanctuary still it is but an
occasional attendance that can be given
—for the most part, but every Sabbath-
day, and but certain hours of that day.
In heaven it will be dificrent : therc will
be no temple there : it will not be a mere
temple service that will be required or cu-
gaged in there. All heaven will be atem-
ple, and every hour will be occupied in
the service of Jehoval.  There isno Sub-
bath day there: it is an eterual Subbath,
or Salbuth-Aceping : #there remaineth a
rest (or Sabbali-lwping) to the people of
God”  Is it not matter of regret to the
worshipper on carth, that the Sabbath
season is 50 short, and would he not glad-
Iy prolong it, it he ceuld, beyond the sin-



