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one or more of the iînost promiising of thoeir nuniber, to be gathi-
cred as fruit ripe inito hlis garnier.

WVhon the Secession churchl commenced training mnen for thoe
ministry, thie first stiident they liccnsedi died thiree months after.
One :-aid to a Secedor, that this showed thiat God -%as frowning on
tliat Churcli. il No," w'as the reply; l'lhe is only taking to hiim-
self the first fruits, and it is thie pledlge of the abundant harvest."
At ail ovonts tliis small band did not long romnain with mk
unbroken. Before the second session passed thiey hiad to mourn
the loss of one of thie inost proixnisingr and best beloved of thieir
numnber, A rchibald Patterson, a son of old Deacon Johni Patter-
son, founler of thie town of Pictou. In the spring of 1821 lie
wvent, to, Scotland to, prosecute his studios tlioro (young 11e01 lad
some of the sanie ambitions that they liave nowv.) Ho took pa.s-
sage in a timber vessel.; He liad a cold when hoe left, which biis
friends thoughit nothiing of, but with the poor accoeamiiodlations-
on board sucli, or perhaps any vessels, at that timo, hoe ai:rived,
with it developed into a severe affection of the lungs,
from wvhich hie nover railiod. His trouble endod i» con-
suxnption, of hieh dieci on the 25th September, 1821.
Ho is buried in the Goelie Kirk Yard, Paisley, wvhere a monu.
mient is erocted to bis ilmory. Rev. R. S. Patterson writes of
him: ilHe was the most, promising of ail the students. Ho and
I were intimnately acquainted. Thiere was porhaps none that
surpassed him in the class. Whien the Cato Street c.onspiracy
took place an exercise prescribed to the class was an oration on
the event. The one delivered by himi ias considered the best
upon the occasion. His early reinoval by death seenied to be a
loss to the church,-nay, a great loss." And the Re'. Johin
MeYinlay thus writes on the occasion of his death: "lAs Dr.
McCullochi iili inform you there are eleven students of divinity
here. They are ail very respectable young men, and in point of
talent very fair. Sonîe of them will inake excellent preaèhors.
It gave us much pain to hiear of the death of Mr. Patterson. Ho
was a very fine young man and of good dispositions and abili-
tics. This is thie 6irst breacli among us and is a mionitor to sur-
vivors."'

We may note briefiy the history of the rest. Michael McCul-
loch wvas the oldest son of the Professer. About the tim-e of thie


