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,uid soînetinies w~hiie giviîio rood local description iglî it avwi
be eut ont of soiue book of traveis for ail Llbc Caîîadiuî reader
%'ouild learît that the wvriter is a fellow caiadiauli(ti Iossily a
iiutital acquai ntan 10. A corresponîde nt Nvliose letter :lppe3Vs iii
this paper iutakus a. like couiplainit Vo that of MINI Rtobertsoul with
regard Vo Lhetcl, u ini Our connuon schools. H-le thiuiks thiat
the uîa-jority of the boys alîd girls %Vlî o have lMlssed throli0h
these seltools cati expr*ess tVheiîsclves in elegat, graimmiatical
Englishi, but lautietîts Quet there aru îiiauy whlo caunot. W~e
think lie wvould hiave beeîî justilied ini a. severer statement.
H-is definitioui titat " Ltu c edcation couisists inu Iaviîîg a,
thorowrgh kinovedge of one's own native lawugiithoit

whcîail othecr accouîplishuîieîîts are absolu Vely %voirtliless,"
althoughi iV appears at Iiiîst sight both crude and extravz'agan t,
cornes perlîaps nîuc ie uaer the fanvs Qiant is gIIeîîerally realized.
The education of thin îind lias foi- its object to teachi us to thiiukl
antVo coiuîîîîuuiicate our thouglits. iThoufflits unicoiiiutun iicated
are lirgely lost, anîd therefore if languiage Nvei*e but a vehiie of
couuuiiiiiai(tioîî the power of righitly uisiing it is of iiîîîeasurable
importance. Buit languazige 15 îîot ouîlY the veluicle by whiclî
thlîoghit is Coiunn icated, but lb is the machine by wvhicIî people
think. MNany suppose that iV is quite possible to thiuk al
righit without beiing able Vo communiiicate te thoughit ini

languge.This wvould secîn Vo be te case with people îvho
have autother ineaus of expression. A miail uîay be a \'ery
successful îîîachinist, znd îuay be able to put rare devices jîtto
iron, and be quite unlabie Vo (lescribe luis workz so as to glive
clearly a reason for it. So a mat i ay play chiess, coni uîaîd a
catupaigu or inanage a factory. Suci a. one reachecs his coni-
clusions by unconscions goenius, but iu intellectual work which
lias nio othier expression t1jan words therc canoa ie aur eî'idence
or even aily' couiscioulsnless of thiingzii wvit>1tolt the lise of
language. We dIo tiot, theni, hiaif appreciate those arts by wii
thoughlt is coiunicat.ed, w'heVher the art of written coin-
position, the art of oratory or te art of conversation. WThather
as a uneans of hielping uis to think or wlhetlier as a iucatis of
înakzing zany uise of our Vhonghits, these are arts of prime
imnportnce. Oratory is of occasioiial value, but die others -are
needcd Iby ail înankiud. A mnt differs froin a. factory mnachinie,
and is more or less Vo his, fellow mien just lu proportioni as lie
eau coi i icate bis thouglhts. TMie niewspapuir, p'articularly
te iiewsp;uî)er. at the breakfast table, lias donc nîuchei Vo nakie

that îuost valuabie of ail arts, the art of intelligent conversationî
lost oie Wre ha.e coine Vo think tinie g-iveil Vo convrersation
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