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%vho ini coîîmequeîîce liave ahxîost ceàsed te take, a-ay furthcir part in tlî'it enter-
prise.

Againat such a Position, alla showing the gru1escsand falsenesa cf
tucli statemnents, 'we liave been urged by a fricnd te relate a few fauta, whîiclî
caie, to our notice only a few iveeks ago, evideutly proving tlîat the Bible is
at any rate, iii soine caaes, its own toacher and ivitness amongst the people of
Inidia.

' We sail net write an essay based ispon the facts referred te, nor com-
pose a story cînbodying those facts ; but without ornlament, gloss or comi-
mient, simply tell those things whîichl our own eyes hiave seen and our own ears
liave heard. Interpretations, deductiens and conunents we leave to these
wlio learn frein us the facts.

The lhellary District iii Soutli India, containing 11,496 square miles, and
a population of 1,653,154, lias only eue Protestant Mission Station with two
Missionarles situated iii the town of Bellary. The vernacular languages -)f
the districts are Canarere and Telugu, the former being spoken principally in
the West and Nerth West, the latter iii the East and South East. As the
Bellary Mssion lias always, been censidered a Canarese Mission, the work of
tlie Missionaries and the native agents lias been wa-th few exceptions, until
receiitly, confined to the Canarese part of the district, the colporteurs, how-
ever, being sent occasionally into, the Telugu parts for the sale of Seripturo
Portions.

'In coxnpliance with a wisli enDressed -y the Oommittee of the -Madras
Auxiliary Bible Society tliat wo w7ould inake a tour into somne parts but littie
-visitea by any Christian teacher, for the purpose of securiîîg as wvide a circu-
lation of the Scriptures as possible, we proposed a journey througli the South-
East and South of the Bellary District.

'Thîis jeurney was iudertakien in the month cf February hast. After iris-
iting manv large and important towvns, and comxnending the Bible te, great
crowds ef people, ire arrived in the course cf cur jourlîey, on Saturday mcmn-
ing, the 24th cf February, at a pretty considerable town called Bookapatnami.

'Iu a very short time after we conîmenced our work in this town, anl un-
usually large number of people showved great intercst in us, our wvork, and
our bocks. The people cf une lieuse in particular, on the raised seat in front
of whicli the colporteurs had placed their bocks and sat dowvn, appeared -!ery
curions te, know who we were, and whiat we were doing, and asked eue col-
porteur Nvhat caste lie belonged te. Hie answered in a very ingenueus inan-
mer drwe belong te that caste called-nan.' This answer amused and de-
lighited themi; and they further enquired who tlîe gentleman was who had
just come iiite tlîe town with, thema; te, which he replied 'fie is a son and
servant of our great Father.' Ou hearing this reply, they, as we afterwards
found out, at once concluded thiat we were Christian teachiers, and that the
books we had brou"ghlt were Christian bocks. A conversation enr ,d, in which
we discovered that they à.-meN nînch of the Seriptures ; that tney were de-
lighited at our arrivaI in their tcwn ; that they regarded it as an answer te,
their prayers, and felt grateful te, Ged. During the day our sale cf Seripture
Portions was ver 'y large, and various congregatiens in differeut parts of the
town listeued most attentively te us whilst we read several passages froni the
Bible te, thein.

'As we intended to, remain in the town two or three days, ire dia not
deern it desirâble, on the Saturday, te show auy very special interest in re-
gard te the prsns abeve referred te ; neither did ire put ourselves forward
te, elicit any information regarding the ways and mneans by which they hiad
becomne acquainted with the SeriptureB ; but we carefuhly marked everything
we heard and saw throughott the day, and oftentimes didl our àearts, hum
within ns, and our seuls overfiow with gTatitude te, God, as we sair evident
sigus of more or less familarity with the Word cf God in several persons hiere
and there about the town. Before the day closed ire kuew full well that the
Word of God had gene before, us te Bookapatnain, and that it had. been glo-
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