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idealist. Mie defends the Calvanistic doctrine of determinism by
the followving argumient :It is impossible that wvlat is by its very
nature indifferent to any deterrninied choice, could spoyitateoztslyv
become deterrnined. This, it may be remarkied, is admitted by
Thorniists, wvho base on it the necessity of the deternlining inter-
vention of God in every volutitary act (premotio physica). The
great niert of Edwards' wvork %vas that it awakened speculation.
The chief characteristic of his anci conteniporary philosophy is its
subordination to the Puritan tlîeology ; this indeed kept up a
tradition of sound philosophy but lessened the freedom of specula-
tion.

With dthe revolutionary period in America history begins the
era of Scottish influence on philosophy. In 1768 John Wither-
spoon (a descendant of Johîn Knox) was called from Scotland to
be president of Princeton. He introduced Scottish philosophy intc
America. The Puritan spirit wliich wvas essentially re!igious had
no symipathy wvith the prevalent English deism and French sceptic.
ism which wvere attacking the Christian idea. So Ainericans utilized
the Scottish " common sense" school to defend religion. From
the beginning of the century it wvas the dominant philosophy iii
the United States-a position it hield, at least iii the educational
institutions, till the sixties, and even to-day it has many partisans,
especially in the denominational colle-es.

The first writer ot importance is L. P. l-ickok, (1797-1888)
president of Union College, Schenectady. His aim is to establish
solidly on demonstrative and national bases, the philosophic con-
ceptions %vhich revelation supposes. Though lie lias sonie Kantian
ideas lie upliolds strongly a sane realism, and believes in a perfect
accordance between the subjective and objective world. His
works on Rational and Empirical Psychology and Rational Cos-
mology. are, according to an able critic, the most original, complete
and important movenient that Amnerican thought had tili then
(1854) given birth to.

When in 1 868, one century after Witherspoon, John MacCosh
(1811-1894) like him, assumed the presidency of Princeton, Scot-
tish philosophy in America was giving wvay to German and evolu-
tionary systenîs. MacCosh wvrote strongly against German
idealismr, attacking it with the common sense. argument. He is
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