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'Zbe CatbolUc otburcb anb tbe
Jfrencb) iRevoluti on.

HIE position of the Catholie Chureli today ini France, a
supposedly Catholie country, seems unnatural to the
foreigner who knows it. But comparatively fe-w peo-
pie outside of France know the true state of the
Church,, the disabilities of Catholies or the godless-

n es s of the selhools in that unhappy country. This -%vide-
spread ignorance is largely due to the sympathies of the

Englisli and American press with the Ml-asonie government. This
secret society now in power is striving strenuously to decatholize
or dechristianize (for in this case the -%vords are synonymous)
France. Tbeir chec£ enenmy in this nefarlous work is the Catiiolie
Ohurch and their whiole energies are devoted to crushing lier. Her
orders have been driven out, lier Bislhops' houses been looted and
no inan can hîold a governient position who is even suspected of
folloxving hier. For thec cause of this state of afYairs we must go
baek to the Revolution and beyond it.

The Catholic Clîurch in France wvas anterior to tlic state. 111r
missionaries had long convertcd the people aud lier nionlis found-
ccl inona-stries beforc slie crowned Clovis, king of Francte. And
iv]mat -was more naturai after this than tlîat the Churchi slhould
possess power and privilege under this regiime?

As thie Church lias adapted hierseif to eveiry age, so she used
flie Feudial systeni and becanie part of it~ Uer bisliols aud
Abbots werc on thec saine footing withi the great lords and
princes. Tlîey liad for fiefs the towns and -villages -which liad
grown up, around thi monastcrics and convents. These domains
'%vere constanttly added to and other privileges obtained, untàl. in
the eighiteenth century thue Ohuircli owned two fiftlis of the land
in France and 'àadl forty millions of revenue.

IJdrthe Fieudal, systeun the nobles -aud c'Iergy received
revenues froi thic people for dut.ies rcndercd, sucli as protection
of their riglits. Buit the king liad gradualdly usurped these powv-
ers ana dnties and left timeni their privîleges one of 'which Nvas ex-
emiption froin taxation. The people then began to, hate the Feudal
System as a stronghoid of privilege and the Church as paut o£
the Feudlal System.
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