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Some wvill tell you that Ildress lias nothing to do in making any one-
that it does not impart kuowledgçe." Wc admit there is a great deal
of trulli in the sayiu-; yct, youi must allow that it often enables a man
to make a use of' it. Again, whiat are its influences on the yoing-
lias it nothiug to do in forming their assoeiates? Dress them mcanly,
Mid their conipanions in the same sphere of life shun them. Say whiat
you will, the fact stili remains, that a becoming dress doeq help eitiier
inan or womian. If any doubt the truth. of this assertion, ]et tlîem
drcss thcmselves mcanly or fantastically and they will soon learn the
truidî by experience. IIow dIo we knowv a lady or gentleman but, in

great measure, by their surroundings. This method of judging will
somectiîmes play us false ; yet, it is generally adopted: for, we argue,
e(iiiction begeis refinement, leads to tlue cultivation of our tastes, creates
a love of thie beauîtiful, and stimulates a desire to possess it. llence
we, endeavour to surrouind ourselves with it.

Lut us, before we begin to ppint ont a few of the fallacies in regyard
to the beauty of formn in the human body, (somewhat prevalent at the
l)reseflt day,) enquire, if but slightly, into the question of beauty. We
wvill not atteirpt to follow it througlh its varions ramifications; for
philosophers liave perplexed themselves and athers wvith the question,
4"what is l'auy? ust as the scepties of' old did with the query,
Il vhat is truth." lIt is sufficient for our present purpose to knuow that
it exists. We will leave its speculative mysteries iii the hands of the
metaphysiciauis, to, whlorn the investigation of beauty mnay furnish. an
exciting and intellectual exereise. Let themn follow it thirough the
pleasant mazes of its misty atmospliere. Mankind, in general, searchi
after it according to, the bias of their miuds; some pleased with t-he
physical, and others not satisfied with the purely physical, but wish. it
combincd witli the moral and intellectual. The question arises, NvIiere
is truc beauty to be found? The answer is easily given. If we look
airoiind on God's visible world, everywhere on its surface is beauty
wvritten by His omnipotent hiand. H1e bias left its impress on ail cre-
ated inatter : from a state of disorder, H-e bas created order. In short,
the works of God, and the Iaws -vhicli govern them, are tue truc source
Nvhience springs ail beanty. For if we study nature, what do we per-
cive ?-everywhiere, adaptability of the objeet for the purposes for
wvhich. it wvas created, governed by laivs, and tliose laws preserving
harmouy. This constitutes the first great element of ai beauty. lit is
truc that if we look at particular objects, some wvilI appear more pleas-
ing than others ; for instance, wvhat p1easurable emotions are callcd up
by mere physical beauty. lIt is the innate power of tluis beauty, even
in the animal and vegetable w'vorld, whichi calis Up these, emotions, and
makes us show a predilection for one objeet over another. Associa-
tion also carrnes ivith it a. great influence on our estimate of beauty,
and is the cause of such diversities of opiniou in regard to it.; and it,
lias been wvell observed that Ilform is the first and geatcement of
1)eaity: colour is only aceessory." And in no other of God's glorioins
works lias lie bcstowed more beautty than on tlie female form. The
Uines of the perfect human body are the most beautiful in their grace-
fui curvattures tlîat nature produces, and female loveliness is the mnost
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