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Our Contributors.

ON WHAT DOES PROSPERITY DE-
PEND!?

BY KNUXNUNIAN.

Honest Alexander Mackenzie once said,
that the prosperity of Canada depends on
the industry of the Canadian people. From
the point of vlew at which the veteran states-
man was then speaking his words were dis-
tnctly true.  He might have gone a little
farther and said that the prospetity of the
country depends on the harvest. Or a little
farther still and said that the prosperity of
canada may and often does depead on a
few showers of rain. The pcople in some
parts of Ontario are fairly prosperous at the
present time acd are looking forward to
good business in autumn just because they
bad a few good showers of rain at regular
intervais dunng summer. One or two places
are suffering and may suffer more sgverely
during wioter because the showers did oot
tall on them, Oune good rain may have mui-
lions in it.

Supposiog a visitor were to come to this
country from another pianet, how long would
he need to remain here in order that he might
learn that our prosperity depends mainly on
the weather. If he came during a geaeral
election, mght and day he would hear and
read that the prosperity, yes, the very exist-
ence of the country, depends on which party
happeas to be mnpower. if any citizen ven-
tured to say at a political meeting that the
prosperity of Canada depended maioly on the
harvest, that the harvest depends oa the
showers and sunshine apd that these are
governed by the Great Raler, that citiz o
would be howled down and ridiculed as a
Sunday School politician. Men who call
themseives Christians would vie with bribers,
bummers aod election bullies and persona-
tors in denouncing a man who had the cour-
age lo say that the prosperity of this country
depends on angthiog but keeping the right
party in power. How much does party
politics help those townships in Grey and
other north-western counties that have had
little or no rain?

For sixteen years Capadians have been
taughtthat the prosperity if not the existence
of Canada depends on whether we are under
revenue tarift only, the N.P. or free trade
pure and simple. One good shower of rain
at a critical ttme may do the couotry more
good in sixteen minutes than any tariff could
do in sixteen years.

So far as a candid human eye can see, the
frost in the Niagara Peninsula last May
was a much greater afiliction than the Jesuit
Estates Bill. For.wunately our prospenty does
not depend aoearly as much onwhat party is
in power at Ottawaasa great many politi-
wians would make the people believe.

Qae evenung four years ago a kind Win-
nipeg friend drove this contributor out to see
Kildoonan. Coming home after sunset the aic
became quute chilly. ** A litie more cold,”
said our friend,** and we are all ruined.” The
great wheat crop of 'yi, was then in the
“milky stage” and two or three degrees of
frost would have destroyed it. Two or three
degrees of frost at the present ume might do
Manitoba many times more harm than Sep-
arate Schools properly regulated would do.
A rainy week when the wheat is cat would
do much more harm than the Remedial
Order, barsh as that document was.

There are hundreds cf faddists in this
country who tell you with a perfectly
straigbt face that the prosperity of the
country depeads on their fad.

Logked at from a Divine side, the future
of the country depends oo the sovereign rule
of the King of kings Viewad from the
human side, 1t depends on the industry, n-
telligence, eoterprise, steadiness and honesty
of the people.

Ram's Horn: Oaly love can make a
fire hot coough to bura an enemy to death.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF
QUR YOUNG PEUPLE'S
SOCIETIES.

MR. Evttor,—In one of your recent is-
sues there appeared a letter signed by the
respected secretary of the Foreign Mission
Committee on the above subject, Slace its
publication letters not a few have been sent
me, taking very strcag objection to the sen-
tence in Mr. McKay's letter, which reads as
follows .

‘“ By the authority of the Committees
Home and Foreigo, we suggest that for the
year 13y y6, contributions be given for the
support of the Missions in Honan and British
Columbia."”

Ia reply to these, | may say that sach a
proposal never came before the Home Mis-
sion Committee, nor was the convener ask-
edto do su. In a private communication
from Mr. Conning, of Caledonia, mention
was made of & meeting of friends of missions
1a Toronto, when action had been taken
along the above lines ; and I was asked to
name some Home Mission field towards
the support of which the Young People s
Societies might be directed. My reply was
to the eftect, that in view of the explicit de-
liverances of former General Assembiies,
directing Young People’s Socicties especi-
ally to give for Home Missions and Aug-
mentation, 1 would not see that such action,
as contemplated, was at all regular. But 1
added, that as there were doubtless Chris-
tian Eadeavor Societies and others, who
preferred to divide their contributions, such
could render great service by apportionwag
amounts to British Columbia or some feld
io the North-West. A letter just recewved
from Mr. Conning more than bears me out
as to the reply I sent him. He says: 1
have a distinct recollection of the contents
of your letter. You decidedly objected to
the division of the funds of the Young Peo
ple s Societies 1n the way proposed, oa the
ground chiefly of the action of the General
Assembly. Bat if such a division of the
tunds was insisted upon, you specified Briuish
Columbia as a field towards which the Home
Mission givings of the young people shoald
be directed.©  Thus ietter, Me. Conning tells
me, was forwarded to Mr. McKay, who is at
liberty to publish it, if he sees fit.

The proposal made i Mi, MiKay's
commusication, which is addressed not only
to Christian Eadeavor Societies but to all
the Young People’s Societies of the church,
seems at least to override the decisions of
the General Assembly. It is well known to
many, if not all you readers, that several
years ago the Home Mission Committee
made an unsuccessful effort to enlist the
Womar’s Foreign Mission Auxiliary in
Home Mission wotk, by giviag to its funds
a share of their revenue, however small. At
the Joint Conference then held by the Home
aud Foreign Mission Committees, and by
ladies representinog the Woman's Auailiary,
it was suggested, votby members of the
Home Mission Committee but by members
of the Foreign Mission Committee, that the
young people ip our congregations might do,
to some extent at least, for Home Mis-
sions, what the Woman's Auxiliary were
doing for Foreign. Accordingly in 1890,
the Presbytery of Toronto overtured the
General Assembly, asking it to sanction the
fouondation of Young People's Socizties, for
the procuring and diffusing of information,
concerning the mission wotk of the church,
the discussion of missionary topics, and
especially that, ‘“all monies reccived from
membership fees or otherwise be paid over
to the treasurer of the church, and that in
the application of such monies, special at-
tention be given to the necessities of the
.dome Mission and Augmentation Funds.”
The prayer of the overture was granted, as
was also that of another overture from the
Synod of Manitoba and the North-West,
askiag for the foundation of such societies.
At the following Assembly in 1891, the
Homz Mission Commiitee reported what
they bad done, in carrying out the instruc-
tions of the previous year, and presented a

constitution for such Young People’s Socie-
ties for approval. The result was that the
following resolution was adopted: * The
Geaeral Assembly approves of the constitu.
tion of Yourg People's Societies, Auxillary
to the Home Mission Commiittee, as submit-
ted by the committee,’ aud article second of
said constitution expressly says ‘‘that the
object of the soclety shall be, the diffusion
of information concerning the mission work
of the church, especlally that done within
our own country, and the collection of funds
for such missions.”

I might go on and qu.‘'e the approval
given by subsequent General Assemblies, of
the efforts made by the Home Mission Com-
mittee to enlist the sympathies of the youag
people of the church in Home Mission work,
but I forbear. There are nowthree Presby-
terial Young People’s Auxiliary Societies, be-
sides others ia different Presbyterles not thus
associated, and although the total coatribu
tions so far received, may seem small, in
comparison with the magnificent sum given
by the Woman’s Foreign Mission Society to
Foreign Missions, yet they are much valued,
as giving evidence of the intercst taken by
the young people in Home Missions, and as
hopefual of greater things in the future.

Now in these circumstances T ask, is it
fair to attempt in the way described, to
override the deliberate action of successive
General Assemblies, and represent to the
Young People’s Societies, that the Home
and Foreign Misslon Committees have au-
thorized and agreed upon a division of their
funds ? The Home Mission Committee ce:-
tainly has not. It never had such a proposal
brought before it in any shape or form, and
could never have approved of it,

Having no desire to prolong this corre-
spondence, let me say in reply to M. Mc-
Kay's letter :

1st. If the Foreign Mission Committee
desired the views of the Home Mission Com-
mittee, as to a division of Young Peoples
Missionary monies, the communication
should have come from the secretary,aad the
matter would have come before the Home
Mission Committee,

2nd. Mr. McKay {unintentionally no
doubt;, misrepresents Mr. Hendersons
position and my own when he says “that
we want all the funds of the nine hundred
Endeavor Societies throughoat the country
to be applied to Home work.” We
desire nothing of the kind. All that we
do ask is, that the Young People's So-
cieties, sanctioned under the General As-
sembly's Act (and Christian Endeavor So-
cieties also), should at least give weight to
the recommendations of the General As-
sembly as to the claims of Home Missicas.

If, as Mr. McKay intimates, my position
in this matter meets with the disapproval of
one or two members of the Home Misssion
Committee, I can ounly express regret. 1
am s'mply defending the Assembly’s action,
and their disapproval should be directed to
the source of legisiation. 1 have ueither
the leisure, oor if I had, the desire to ** feel
the pulse of the Church,” by approaching
ladividual members, either of the Home or
Foreign Mission Committee, and getting
the approval or disapproval of officials.
My business as Convager, is simply to carry
out the instructions given me by the General
Assembly and the Home Mission Commuttee
which I believe I have done bitherto, to the
general satisfaction of its members.

I reciprocate what I believe to be Mr.
McKay's sincere good wishes for the success
of Home Missions ; and I trust that nothing
thdt I have written now (or ever written)
will be considered as depreciatory of the

grand wotk in which the Forcign Mission
Committee, and the Woman's Foreign Mis-
sion Socity are engaged.

I have just received the following letter
from Dr. Robertson, the Moderator, who, as
Superintendent of North-West Missions,
fecls strongly in this matter. May I
ask you togive it a place in your columas,
along with this letter.

Yours faitbfally,
Wh. COCHRANE,
Convener H.M.C.
Brautford, Aug, 9, 1893.

(AuG. 14th, 1895,

DR. ROBERTSON'S LETTLR.

Daar Dr. CocurRang,~In THE Caxapy
PRESBYTERIAN of the 24th inst,, appearsa circyly
sipoed by the Rev. R. ', McKay, which, 1 coq.
fess, surprise me a little. In brief, the circuly
recommends all Young People’s Societies belong.
ing to the Church tu contribute to the nissig
schemes of their own church—which is perfectly
right and proper—and suggests that some speafe
field be selected from time to time,and the cfurs o
the societiesdirected to the support of missi .o wui
there. ‘The circular concludes ** By the authe
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ity of the commttees flome and Loregn, we B °
suggest thay, fur the year 18y5-u, cuntabuavns e T
given for the support of missions in 1lonaa 2,4 P
British Columbia.™ Mr. McKay adds: “4 g M
considerable number of societies have alveady &1 ™
agreed to this arrangement, and the hrsy teaty P9 of
with the fust lettes frum voe of cut Misoivuang \? oo
upon the work in Honan will be 1ssued in afey B8 %)
weeks."” i ;3:

Thus arrangement between the commuttees 4
aews tu me, and I wiile fur information. iy
action was contemplated. surely it ought tn haye BN
been reported to the Assembly and the sanction [

of that court received. The Assembly ot 15

authutized the vigamization of Young Mew s Mg g
s.onary Societies, to raise monies, and instrnse) Y
that, in the application of monies raised, spect) §H

atienuon be given (v the necessity of the Hoxe
Missiun and Augu.cnmdun Fuada. Tha Ay
sembiy also expressed approval of an overgn

praying for the formation of Home Mission So B
cieues athhiated with a Prestytenal Society, ang '@

rewiided the uveiture 1o the Home Missiun wone
mittee to perfect such a scheme. In 18g1 1t §
Home Mission Committee teported to the Ay §
sembly, submitting a coostitution for }ouy

Peuple’s Sucieuies, with pruvisiva fut Tresupiern B
and Synodical societies. This constitu'i.c o Y
ceived the approval of the Assembly : and sine S
that tume steps have been taken to organize scr @8
suciciies, and with giaufyiag suceess, as appan §

last Assembly.

sembly’s legislation, and to run, at least in s, |

counter to the aims of the Home Mission Coz §

nmuttee in the orgamzation of such societies.
Aod 1 anw mure ihan surpused that s

action as is indicated, viz., that all the conta P
butions of these societies should go to suppot S8
Emon
You kouw that it was by a very speee S¥5o0

Foreign Missions, should have been taken tis
yeac.
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from the Home Mission report submitted to b [

If the arrangement referred toty B .
Mr. McKay has beea effected, i1t scems to me 1 ;xg!;
cuntraveoe the spanit of not the lewer ot the ar BRS°T

2.

cffort that the Home Mission Committee g i

enough money last spring to pay its missionuris
their full grant. The F.M.committee,on the cox
ttaty, had a sucpius of 817,200. The vuuov s
On‘ariu fur ihis gear, is not promising, anlsa’
our Home Mission obligations are heavier thee
last year. How in these circumstances did t
tivme Missiun CLommauee consent to have o §
weasary dianed i lie way aadicated S

If the compact of the circular has beeo et
fected, it seems to me it will diminish our e
enue when we most aeed it to Le increass
Jaat it will demaalice vut vrgagizations aad o

feat to a preat extent the aim of the Assezh’ 3

ty. If there has bLeen no such understandzg
between the cummittees, as Mr. McKay this, §
then the wrculad shuuld Le prumptly wiihdiass,
and the societies set right. I am writing ncly
of course, as a member of the Home Musos g
Ccommittee ; but I am wonung to you as Lo
vener, fur you can gve me facis.in the .ase,n
far as the Home Mission Committee is cor
cerned. With much respect,
Yours truly, B
J. RoserTses.
Winoipeg, Maa., Ju'y 3¢, 1Sy;.

LFTTFR OF RFV. R. P. McKAY

Yev D Cachrane says®
1 addressed Mr. DMcKay, I have received the fo
lowing, which 1t 1s only fair 10 him should bc Sl
published in full.

Drak Di. CucuRaNE,—Yout card wmew
hand yesteiday, mahiog en guity as 'u the auhs
ity upon which the statement is made io t §
circular 1ssued by the Foreipn Mission Coz
mitice, that the Home Mission Commut
auwthuiiced the divisivn of the cuntributioos o B
Young People’s Soceities between Home 308 §
Foragn work, and stating that such autbonf
was aut giveo, save 10 2 puvawe letier oy 5%
to Mr. Conning.

There scems to be two misunderstandiss §
Furst, as to the character of that letter whet SR
youu call puvate, addressed to M. Conoiog
M:. Cooning was iostructed to write tu you.ly
2 small committee that was considering i3

To reply t 2 o 8

visil
ps h
0 an

quest:on, acd whea he sent me your reply, [ @ oot b
accepted it as official, and upon that autbor} B Aj)
the statement was inserted in the circular. Brd o

o

then I did not understand that Mr. Copaix

was to write asking authority for the dirisiosd JiEoIoug

the funds of the Young People’s Socicuies, it
to ask whether you would be willing to assid
to the young people some one field of Home wat’
1n which they could take a specizl ioterest. T2
the young people would continue to take an =
terest in both Home and Foreign work, as (&4
have been doing in the past, was not regarded 33 38
an open question. I regret verp much that yo
have seen fit to take the positicn taken by yoor
self in the Assembly, and by M:. Hendersoa 8
the last Prestyterian Review, that all the fonds d
the 900 Endeavor Socicties throughout th B8
couatry, should be applied to Home work. It 38

has not been s hitherto, and canoot be in sy k-

comc, and taking that position is only countti%
ncedless conflict. The Golder Rule bas &%
pressing Forcign Missions on their attention iz
years with some success, and at this date that 33!




