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IPaztor anb t>cotnle.
BU!LD WELL.

High on the granite wall the buliders,
toillng,

Heaved up the massive blocks and
elabe to place,

Wlth swart and streaming brows and
stralning sinews,

Under the summer's blaze.

And higler yet, amid the chilis o! au-
tumn,

Tier upon tier and arch on arch arose
And stîli1 crept upward, coidly, wearily4

'Mid winter' sisltlng snows.

From stage to stage upspringà the mais-
ter builder,

Instructing, dheering, chiding hiere and
there,

Scanning, with scrutiny severe andI rigid,
Eacli lusty labourer's sîtare.

Anon lis volce to the most distant shont-
ing

Througli the loarse trumpet, makes
hie orders ewelb,

Or utters words like these to rouse and
hearten :

"Bulld well. my men, build well

"The ropes are strong, and ne-w andi
sound the pulleys;

The derrick's beame are equal Vo thd
straîn ;

Unerrlng are the level, ine and plum-.
met ;

Let naugît lie done in vain!

"Bulld that tliese walis to coming gen-
eratione

Your skili, your strengtli, your !aithi-
t ulness shall telli

That ail may say, as torme and centuries
test them,

The men o! old built well."

And ever thus epeake the Great Master
Builder1

To us, where'er our " journey wo'rk"
may be;

"Whate'er the toil, the season or the
structure,

Buiid well, buiid worthliy !"
-Christian at Work.

DR. OS WALD DYKES ON A GOSPEL
FOR THE AGE.

No one can fail to notice that the
modemn world attaches a different con-
ception to the word "salvation" f rom
that which hli been traditionai in the
Clurch. Wlat thie Clurdli las alwaye
placed ln the forefront o! lier message
las been the salvation o! the individual
from @in and !.rom the cousequences o! lie
own eining. t lias exhorted men tt
eeek to have their souls saved front
guibt and condemnation and divine
wrath, by the forgivenese o! their sinH.
t lias souglît to produce saints or holy

Indivîduals by gatliering theun out o! the
world and training them ixto titness for
another and better worbd to corne. Andi
certain types o! earnest Clristianity, as,
for example, the evangelcaliesm fIat
awoke in the end o! last century and
!lourlehed ln the irst lai! o! this, have
carried thie 50 !ar as to sacrifice every-
thing else to pereonal salvat ion, or the
securlng o! heaven for individlu*1 belie%--
ers wlentu tey die. Now, witl the re-
vIval o! a keener, social instinct, it lias
become the fashion to deride titis as pure
selffisînese lu the guise o! religion. By
way o! violent recoil from a form of
Piety 80 lelatel and iudividlualiistlc as

eorne woubd work out similar ends. t

le demanded, 'accordingly, that we modi-
fy or widen olir conception of salvation.
We muet understand by it salvation from
physical Ille, and flot !rom spiritual
only ; salvation for the State, and not
for the indivîdual only; aalvation that
ends ln a kIngdom o! God on earth, and
not In heaven only.

Here, then, are two theories o! what
Chritianlty and the Christian Churcli
are intended to accompliei. 1 arn bold
enougl t4o hope that there may yet be
found room In Christianity for both. It

5prol)ably going to be une of the
aclieveînente o! the widler and better-ba.-
;wc -d thieology, wvhIch one truas s to
corne out. of the present confusion in the
I.-%entieth or nome other century, that it
%vlill trame some larger' conceptions o!
Chriet's salvation, big enough to ern-
brace and harmonize these two rival
theorles of lt--thle personal religious sal-
vation o! the soul trorn sin, a.nd the
ethical and social salvation o! the corn-
muuity from wrowg and suffering.

UNUIS TORICAL CRITICAL TUIE-
ORIES.

"Ail thîngs corne to them who wait,'"
and even the Bible may be !ound to have
some originalitv by those who are wiil-
ing to await resulte of persistent inves-
tigation in ite tavour. Dr. Murray Mit-
chell writes to the Seotsman drawing at-
tention to an important work recently
issued by Pro! essor Darmisteter. the
Frencli Orientalist. It lias hitherto been
a favorite exercise for the critics to
trace the influence of tîhe Persian faith
upon the later books o! the Old Testa-
ment. "Every OrIentalist," says Dr.
Murray Mitchell, admits that much un-
certaitity reste on the origin and hiie-
tory o!' the ancient Persian faith. But
it lias been always assured-at least
by critice in our day-that the
portion o! the Avesta called the Gathas.
the moral tone o! which leS enerally
higli and pure. muet be the mout an-
dient, and that it w"s composed betore
the Persians came in contact with the
Jews. Consequently, when the Per-
sian and Jewieli doctrines akgree, the
Bible muet have drawn from tbe Avesta.
So-rather swiftly--ran the logic. But
Professor Darmieteter hias set himsel!
with ail earnestness to show that the
Avesta, as we have it, le traceable in any
o! ifs parte oniy to the f iret century
after Christ. He holde it to be uncer-
tain whether any sacred books existed
In the ancient Persian empire; but that.
if they did, they were (as, indeed, the
modern Parsees affirm) lost ln the con-
vulsions occasfioned by Alexander'e con
queet o! Perela. We know from hietory
that. a king, calied by the Romans Vol-
ogeses, who reigned from A.D. 54 to 78,
began the restoration o! the ancient
books. The Professor holds that the
Gathas Nvere composed in a language al-
ready dead, and probabiy under thlîs
king. Two centuries later, King Arta-
xerxee (Ardashir) employed a prieet to
reconstruct the sacred writings. Fur-
ther add(itions w-ere made under hie suc-
cessors, until the ortliodox doctrines
the f ourth century.-New York Observer.

wickedneasi or the inconsistency o! the

Christians which degradee the niame of
Christ among the men and women o! the
world. Do we not ail know profeesing
Chrietians o! the largest pretenelons, wvith
whom we would wieh to have nothing
to do In any business transaction, who
are capable o! sucli emaîl and creeping
meanness as would flot be possible to
any man of the world ? How the linger
le polnted, how the tongue - is sharpen-
ed, "lThere, there le your Christian !"
Have we not known a person who, when
plotting some peculiarly sneaking mean-
nees, some piece of Ignoble underhand-
ness, lias trIed blasphemouisly to throw
the responslbility o! the contemplated
act on the Master imeel! ? "I know it
muet be riglit, for 1 took it to the dear
Lord in prayer." Sir, be assured If
you dld. it lbut. its way and neyer got
there. For the lionour o! Jesus and of
Rie teaching le higlier than the high-
est honour o! the world's code. If the
name o! a Christian la ln dierepute in a
certain very practicai ephiere, It le flot
entlrely to be put down to the unregen-
erate nature o! the inhabitants. Welhave
ail need to live more and to profes
legs. Only tlîus eau we give a reason
for the faitli that is in us that wvill
stand.

Gi VIA G.

The wit and wislom o! nineteen cen-
turies at least have been at work on
plane for raising money for religlus
uses. Yes, away back lu the days when
the f iret building for God was to be

uIlt, a plan was gi-yen to Moses !rom
heaven for rais!ng a eum which Bush,
tlhe commentator, estimates at $1,250,-
000. God told Moses to caîl on ail the
people to make an offering to Hlm. That
callIs a nuteheli condeneation o! the
mliole matter, prInciple an(l particulars.
Any act that by any proper use o! Ian-,
guage can be called benevolent lis an act
between the soul and God-an act o! wor-
slip.- Who would have tliought that
the Israelltes, just out o! Egyptian bon-
dage, could have ralised any euch surn as
$1,250,000, or madie an approachi to it ?
How did they do it ? They made it a
iuatter intensely personal, as between
each Individuai soul and God. It was
therefore eaeily done. Turn now frorn
titis history, away' back ln Exodus, for-
ward three-fourths the way through the
New Testament, to 1 Cor. xvi. 2: " Up-
oit the tiret day o! the week let eacli one
o! you Iay by hi-m lin store, as he inay
prosper ;" or, as the old version lias it,
"tas God bath prospered him ;" the saine
princ!ple repeated. The father o! the
wiset. mani that ever irved ettys,
(1 Chron. xxix. 12) "Both' riches and
honour corne o! Thee." God gave us
our powers o! acquisition, and so ail we
have acquired. Out o! this God telle
us by Hie divinely iuepired servant Paul,
lay by in store on the f Irst day où the@
w-eek, as God has proepered us. Let the
emalleet, pooreet pariel in li Cristendoma
consolent iously, faithful ly and persiet-
eutly do this, year ln and year out, on
the tiret day o! every week, and the
"4strugglee" lu four-4ifths o! the e3trug-
gling and dependent churches would be
at a perpetual end; parieli expenses
would be easily met; gîtts; to benevolence

Whateley.

OINTE flLENT PEOPL.

There are quite a number o! us gath-
ered together. We. poor souis, are, ail
o! us, more or les conelius o! our pov-
erty, and yet are sincerely anious noit
to keep our one talent lai-d up la a uap-
kmn, nor to hI-de'it in the eartl ; soi 'we
have met to conenît ways and uneans to
make the most o! wliat we have, so that
when the Lord of these servants cornes
to demand Hie own, we can return that
He las given doubled and quadrupied.
The meeting le called to order, and the
f irst to speak i-ýs a poor girl: There Is
only one thing ln the worid that I cah
do well," she says, " and that Io to sew.
One night in the week after I corne frorn
the store, I sew for a poor, blind wom-
an who lives up-stairs, and who lian no-
body but a littie grandchild; as soon as
the days grow longer I shaîll teacli
the child to use lier needie. That Ie the
only talent I have and it may not bring
ln much interest, but I shail do my best
w-ith it." "' I can write," saiti another,
idnot, o! course, like people wvlo are fa-
mous, but I can put sentences togetlier,
andI I hope my poor littie talent will im-
prove by use. I arn going to try to

-make It help somebody every time I take
up rny pen to write, even I! it is only a
letter. How nice it is to think that
sucli a little thing as my pen may be
consecrated !" " When I learned to
read," said a third, "I1 neyer thouglit it
was a talent; but I ean read fairly well
and witliout gett"ng tIred, go I go to
Old People's Homes aaid read to sorne
o! them. Sometimes I get tiired o! going
su eteadily, and I arn so asliamed when,
1 remember that If our Lord was there
and needed me, I would go quickly
enougli, and yet these are Ris people, 1and
you know He said it was just the carnie.

THE OLIVE TREE.

The moet striking feature o! the colive
tree Io ite f ixed and permanent habit
o! Yielding fruit. Season after season
-on thl 10 alluviale or up on bAIie rocky
c1iff-the same bountiful crop cornes in,
promnpt as a sunrise, and abways "on
time." A foilower o! Jesus Christ, who
i-s habitually labourlous in every good
enterprise, wlio Is altways a.bounding ln
love deeds, and sweet, gentle worde o!
syrnpathy, and In ministrations o! mercy
at sick bede and ln poverty'ei cellars or
atticce, who dietils true piety 1lîke holy
oul into every day o! île life, who drops
hie benign influence on the drIest ani
bleakeet spots tliat mieîy ever cureed,
who loves to do good and c:innot hielp
it, and would dhate hlmel to death
if le were not allowed to do good-
sucli a man answers to the Bible de-
cription tîtait "hie beauty is as tle ol-
Ive tree."RHe lias a habit o! loving
Christ and lovlng lis felIow-men ; not
on special occasions, but ail tlie while.
Ir, lebis w-ay. We can count ou him;
and w-e go ic. hlim for a contribution oi
money, or o! a timely prayer or speech
in a prayer-meetlng, or a good' service
o! any kind, jutet as con! idently as we
go to a Bartlett pear tree in !tg Sep-
tember abundance o! golden fruit. This
bleesed fruit!ulness is tlie gift of the
Holy 81,1rit who d-%vlleth in Hlm; he le
always alive, because Jesus Christ Il%--
etli in hie innerrnost soul, and supplies

service, as faithfully as thougli the
Kingdom o! God depended on your fidel-
ity. Perliape It doce.
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