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THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

A ARRMON DRULIVRRED IN ST MARR's CHUNH, VIKTRRAL, AY THER
REY. §. NiCHOLS.

" And 1 will pray the Father, and He shall gisa jou an
ather Comforter, that he may abide with you lar ever 3 eren
the Splrit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, beeause
it seeth Fin not, neither knoweth Him ; but ye know Him,
for 1{e dwelleth with you, and shall be 1n you.™

These words point directly, for thetr fulfilment, to
those marvellous manifestations of Iivine power which
made the Pentecost renowned in the Iustory of the
Church of God. There had been certain hnuted
operations of the Holy Spint under former dispensa-
tions ; but, thesc were so partial, when compared with
the promised fulness of the future, that He was spoken
of as not yet come, By the utterances of the Pro-
phets, on this subject, the brightest expectations un-
folded before the ancient Church. She was taught to
expect that the Spirit would descend upon her in
mightier copiousness and power, and, that she nught
confidently rely upon His quickening and cleansing
agency for success in her work of gathering humamty
within her enlightened pale. Ismiah promised Him
under the metaphor of water that should ** be poured
from on high,” by whose influences “ the wilderness
shiall be a fmitful field” Lzckiel spoke of Hun as the
great life-giver,—*1 shall put my Spint in you, and ye
shall live.” Joel promiscd His universal diffusion,—
“1 will pour out of my Spirit upon alljflesh.” And
Zechariah predicted Him as the effective source of
penitential sorrow,—* And 1 will pour upon the house
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
spirit of grace and of supplication; and they shall look
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall
mourn . . . . . and shall be in bitterness.” On these
assurances arnd prospectsthe Churchhad to live andtoil
for ages,—the voice of promise sank into the deep
silence of centuries.  Anon, it burst forth again; the
“voice of one crying in the wilderness,” rang amid
the populations of Judea,—*1 indced, baptize you with
water unto repentance ; but He that cometh after
me is mightier than 1, He shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and wik fire.” And lastly, came the
Master Himself, promising the Holy Ghost, in lan-
guage more forcible and clear than any patriarch,
prophet, or teacher, that had preceded Him.

Among the last utterances which fell from His
lips, as He mounted the ascending cloud, werc some
words of direction to the disciples,—* But tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power
from on high.” They returned to the city with joy,
and went to an upper chamber to await this promised
power.  Inall probability it was the same room as that
in which they had eaten the Paschal Supper, before the
crucifixion ; if so, it would be crowded with memories
both grand snd solamn. With the eleven, there were
other followers of the ascended Christ--some one hun-
dred and twenty in all. How deeply they would be
stirred by the exciting prospects, and what questions
would tremble upon their lips ! “ When would this
promised gift descend ?’  “\Vhat would the Holy
Ghost be like?” “In what manner would He come?”
#'What would be their experiences under His in-
fluence? “What effect would His coming have upon
the unbelieving Jews>” They could not answer one
of these questions ; but, they did that which was bet-
ter—they obeyed their Lard and waited ; they “con-
tinued with one accord in prayer and supplication.”
Day after day passed, but the Spirit came not ; they
looked, but no cloud told them that the heavenly gale
was pear. % Not many days hence,”—ten days have
already passed since their Lord ascended; but
still they tarry, with minds unwezaried and with faith
unshaken. Theeleventh morning now dawns; the
splitting clouds make way for the light, and suddenly
a strange sound is heard. That sound roars like the
rushingof a mighty wind—like some tremendous torna-
do threatening to tear up the very foundations of the
city. 'What that sound is they know not ; they look
out through the windows, but, to their amazement, the
half sleeping city is silent and tranquil. Now, they
discover that the sound does not come swecping over
the hills and plains of Judea, 2s the wind would do, but
downward, as from heaven. Then, as each one lifts
his head, he sees a thousand lines of brightness, re-

. sembling sheéets of flame, cloven into tongues, pointing
fromi'thie skies; and ctowning one hundred and twenty
hidds Wit s, What mean those sounds of mighty

breathing and those riven sheets of flame? That
noise Is not wind—those streaks of supernatural splen
dour are not fire  Peter hins the secret ; but it is too
great and important for him to keep, and so he makes
it public propeety  Listen to him, * This is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel *And it shall come to
pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my
spirit upon all Qesh’” This was just what they had
waited for g0 Inng, and had prayed for so much, the
grand power promised them in our text, the miracn
lous pawer by whirh they should heal the sick, and
raise the dead  the Nivine aMatus, which should en
able them to proclaim the wondrous works of God to
all nations and tongues

Our text is full af these thoughts, let us look at
some of them Al of them are of sublime importance
to the Church of Christ, and to the world at large.,
but time will only permit us to note some of the most
salicnt ones.  Consider first,

Tite. 1oty SPIRIT aS A “ COMFORTER.'

This cxepesis 18 opposed by many of the learned,
chicfly because it 15 not warranted by classical
usage. The origmal word is Paraclete, and
may be translated Monitor, Advocate, or Comforter
Each of these has its champions, and each is sup-
ported Ly no mcan arguments. The twenty-sixth
verse scems to require that' weadopt the word “Nons.
tor.” *Butthe Comforter-Monitor, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you." But I
am not so satisfied with the word advocate. 1 grant
you, that it has the support of classical usage ; 1 grant
you also, that the circumstances of the disciples at
this time may be favourable to it ; but, it scemstome
that the import of the word is decisively against its
adoption in our text.  Strictly, it means one who ap-
pears before a judge to vindicate, or defend, or to
plead the causc of an absent client.  This s the mean-
ing which we attach to it in 1 John ii. 1, where Christ,
our Paraclctos, is designated “an advocate with the
Father.” That 1s, He appeals on our behalf in
the high court of heaven, and pleads our cause before
the cternal Father. But an advocate, in this sense,
does not harmonize with the construction of the test
Here, our Paraclete is not to be absent from us, but
to ** abdide with” us *forever.,” There is a ~ eautiful
propricty in the thought that Christ is our “ advocate
with the Father ;" but this propriety is destroyed by
the suggestion that the Holy Spirit discharges the
same office within us,

But, it seems to me, that the word * Comforter,
would be more agreeable to the scope of the passage
before us, than cither monitor or advocate. We do
not claim that it exhausts the meaning of the original
word ; but it certainly conveys its meaning in part,
The disciples were never in greater need of comfort
than they were at this time.  Their Master had just
startled them with the distinct announcement that His
departure from their midst would take place in a few
hours, and, because of these things, “sorrow ” had
“filed their heart.” He knew their feelings; He
knew the pungency of their grief and the bitterness of
their disappointment.  He, therefore, looked upon
them with a heart full of tenderness and pity ; Hefeh
for them morc than a dying father would feel for the
children who were about to become orphans in a
friendless world. And He sought to comfort them in
their sorrows—*“1t is expedient for youthat I go away;
for if I go not away the Comforter will not come unto
you” ‘1 will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter.” A few more hours, and He would
be gone—Hc only came to stay ashort tune—but the
“ Comforter,” would “abide forever.” How appro-
priate the words ! and, how marked and beautinul the
anthithesis! The disciples had found comfort in the
presence of their Master, and when, by His death they
should be bercft of His presence, the Holy Ghost
should supply His place. He had only come to them
on a short visit, but the “Comforter,” should stay with
them * forever.”

And this “ Comforter” is the property of the whole
Church, to the end of time.  Each living disciple of
our Lord may claim a share in the Spirit’s consola-
tions. Brethren, Heaven'’s dealings with us are fre-
quently mysterious, and, sometimes, they appear to
be hard and cruel, too. The reason is, that our vision
istoolimited and weak to penetrate the deep things of
God. Buy, true faith, in God and His word, téaches,
that. when we are bereft of those things whick we
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highly prire, the loss 1s intended to make room for
greater blessings.  The hushand, wife, or child, to
whom you so fondly clung, nbsorbid the affections
which rightly belong to God - He, therefore, tore the
rdo! from yaur heart, and left you bleeding and deso.

late.  Then it was, that you were prepared to prise
more highly the “other Comforter ".—the Holy
Ghost.  Apain, in tumes of health and vigour, you

were so wiapped up in the interests of tns busy life,
su bent on amassing wealth, or winning fame, that

fect ift" It became expedient, therefore, that a blast
should prastrate you, and, that you should be driven
to the private chamber, whete afthction would afford
yOu an opportunity for meditation and prayer. It was
better fur you to lose your health, than to run the
danger of losing your soul.  That was God's plan of
cmptying you of sordid passions, and of prepanng you
for spiritual blessings.  In parung with earthly com.
furts, the path 1s cleared for lofuer and more enduring
joys,—a avine * Comforter " within the heart, as an
carnest of the * fulness of joy,” and those * pleasures
that are for evermore.” How precious i1s a comfort.
cr amid this pilgnmage of bereavement and sorrow !
I'he fniend who clings to me 1n the day of gloom and
tnal, who whispers into my ear words of sympathy,
encourngement and hope—is my comforter, my angel
of hight.  He comes to cheer the heart harassed by
misfortune, and 0 hit the load from the spirit that is
crushed by gnef.  Such 1s this promised gift,—the
* Comforter ” from the Father.

| True comfort does not consist of outward posses.
sions, but of nward thoughts ; 1t 1s not an external,
but an internal property ; it is not material, but spirit-
ual, v ats nature ; 1t 1s not derived from the world
around, but 1s a sublime pleasure imparted by the
Holy Ghost. Hence, it transcends all earthly bliss as
far as the full blaze of the sun transcends the faint
twinkle of the distant stars,  The Christian, fill of
the Holy Ghost, though as poor as Lazarus with his
rags and scanty fare, 1s happier than the monarch in
Ius wealth and sumptuousness if he 1s destitute of the
Spinit's help.  The Holy Ghost creates gladness with-
i, and, on this account beas called the “ Comforter.”
in the hottest furnace of afiliction, 1n the day of bitter-
st grief, and in the darkest chamber of death, He is
ncar to solace, to encourage and strengthen. He en-
abled the martyrs to tiumphn the tortuning flzme, and
He helps the dying father to resignedly commit his
cluldren to the fostening carc of God. And he will be
with us as long as we nced a * Comiorter ;" His pre-
sence will be to us as the pillar of fire, to cast a Di-
vine splendour over hie's dark path-way, and go be-
; fore us ull we cross the chilling streams of Jordan.

l Again, He 15 prommsed to the Church, as

THE “ SPIRIT OF TRUTH.”

This represents Him as one who leads,

or guides into truth, as well as the Author of truth
' itself Now, when we remember that it was
! by the agency of alie that crror abtained a footing in
the world, we shall recognize the propnety of this de-
signation.  The woman believed a lie, and, in doing
so, disbelieved and disobeyed God.  From the Fall
' downwards, the world has been overrun with lies. A
lying spirit, the * Father of lies,” has breathed his foul
breath upon the fairest scenes, blighting and blasting
all that was once pure and harmonious. A lie, then,
was the foundation of all the miseries, the supersti-
tions and desolations which now curse mankind ; and
these multiplied disorders will only bz rectified and
corrected, in proportion as Truth gains the ascend-
ency. \When, therefore, Christ announced the Holy
Ghost as the “ Spirit of Truth,” He predicted a gold-
en age,—adispensation which must finally issue in the
exile of all evil, and the enthronement of all that is
good.

But what kind of truth is the Spirit sent to teach ?
Certainly not the facts of scicnce—not metaphysics,
or mathematics; not the mysterics of the elements, or
the motions of the planets. His primary missign is
to unfold the great scheme of human redemption, and
to illuminate the human mind with its glorious facts.
In other words, He came to open men's eyes, to un-
stop men’s ears, to subdue men’s consiences, and to
lead men into the way of salvation. It was He who
pricked the ¢ three thousand ” to the heart on theday
of Pentecost ; and it was by His influences that the
41.0rd added daily to the Church such as should be—
or were—iaved? “Now we have received not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God,
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: you forgot God as the taver of every  good and pet-
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