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Marcu Gth, 1889.)

information wili be sunt on applicatien to Mr. James McNab, Bridge
Street, Toronto,

ON the 21st ult., the Rev. M, L. Leitch, lately pastor of the con-
tegation of Valleyheld, was inducted by the Presbytery of Guelph
into the charge of Knox Church, Elora,  After the usual devotional
exercises, Rev. J. C. Smith, of St, Andrew's Church, Guelph,
preached a clear, appropriate and able discourse from Ephesians iv,
11-12, and was listened to throughout with manifest interest by all
assembled.  The Rev. J. B. Mullan, of Fergus, who has beea Moder-
ator of Sessiop during the vacancy caused about eighteen months ago
by the death of My, Rose, and who had been appolated to preside on
the occasion, gave a narrative of the proceedings in the call to Mr.
Leitch, after which he asked him to stand forward, when he put to
him the usual questions, to which satisfactory answers were returned.
Mr, John Davidson, of Alma, then led in prayer, alter which Mr.,
Leitch was declated duly inducted into the charge of the congregatiun,
with all the rights and privilepes thereto pectaining, snd was wel
comei by the members o} Presbytery and by other nunisters present,
both of the Presbyterian and other denowminations. Dr. Mackay, of
Dufl’s Church, East Puslinch, then addressed him, and Rev. McL.
Gardiner, of Eramosa, the people, on their respective duties, both of
the addresses being soleron and carnest in their spirit, clear and
pointed in style, and most practical 1u their character, After the
close of the public service, Mr, Davidson and Dr. Torrance, at the
request of the Moderator, repaired to the door with Mr, Lentch, that
the people as they retired might have the oppurtunity of welcomng
him as their pastor.  One peculiatity of this settlement is that Mr,
Leitch ha 1 not preached in Knox Church, having declined to do so
when invited, so that the people called him upon the report they had
heard of him. e had preached in the neighbouring congrepaiion of
Melville Church, Fergus, and some from the cungrepation in Elora
had gone to hear him, who spoke in warm terms in his favour and the
call came in due time.  The tield to which he has been led is a truly
interesting one, presenting abundant opportunities for the services of
a judicious, e¢nergetic and devoted minister of the Gospel. e has
the prayers of many that he may enjoy a long, comfortable and suc-

cessful pastorate.

Tuer induction of Rev. IXdward Cockburn, M.A., to the pastor-
ate of Dumines street Presbytenan Church, Paris, teok place last
week in the presence of a very large assemblage of people from the
town and surrounding country.  The services were of a very impres
sive character.  Rev. P. R, Ross, of Ingersoll, preached an eluguent
sermon.  The Rev. De. Cochrane telivered the charge to the minis-
ter in one of his charactenstic and powerful addeesses, and Rev. R,
Pettigrew, an ald friend and classmate of the newly inducted pastor,
pave the people well tumed and practical counsel.  Rev. Mr, Me-
Gregor, Moderator of the Pans Presbytery, presided.  The soiree in
the evening in the Town Hall was one of the most successful and
well managed affairs of the kind ever held in the towa, Fully five
hundred people sat down to tastefully and bountifully spread tables
provided and waited upon by the ladies of the congregation., Rev.
Dr. Cuchrane, of Brantford, presided at a crowded reception meeting
in the church, which commenced at cight o'clock.  After the opening
services, Mr. Thomas McCosh, Cletk of Sesston, temporarily vccupied
the chair, when a resolution of thanks to Dr. Cochrane for his un.
wearied services as Moderator during several vacancies in the congre.
pation during the past twenty-five years, was moved by Mz D,
Brown, scconded by Mr, john Penman and supported by Messrs,
Allan and Hall, Mr. McCosh presented the resolution, which was
carried by a standing and unanimous vote, to the Rev. Daoctor, tagether
with a cheque for $100. Dr. Cochrane replied in a feeling and
happy manner.  Rev. Mr. Wylie, of Pans, welcomed M. Cockbum
in a few well chosen remarks as the pastor of the sister Presbyterian
congregation, and was followed by Rev. Mc  Unsworth, of the Con-
gregational Church, on behalf of the Ministerial Usion of the town,
Rev. Mr. Hardie, of Ayr, and othets gave excellent addresses.  The
musical part of the programme was made up of organ and vocat golos,
and well rendesed selectivns by the chuir of the congregation, which
was ably assisted by a number of amateurs,

Tie Preshytery of Hamilton having decided to take a closer
paternal interest in the welfare of tlae chutches under its care, it has
been arranged that all the congregalions withia s bounds shall be
visited at least once in three years. A depulation consisting of two
ministers and two elders has been visiung the churches in the city
last weeky conferring with the pastots, boards of management and
sessions, Qoe evening they addressed a meeting 1n MacNab Street
Church lecture room,  Rev. D 1. Fietcher occupred the chair
Rev. Mr, Murray, of Grimsby, an old fiiend of thus congregation,
havinp taken a deep interest in its welfate evet sinceats orpamzation,
spoke of the objectsand ends of congregauo sal work.,  Rev. George
Burson, ol St. Cathartnes, another member of the deputation, said
he was impressed with the number of their organizauons for work
among the young, temperance, etc., and advised them ant 10 attach
too much importance 1o human means, but to look for the blessing of
God and the power of the Spirit to set the machinery in motion ; they
were to live in the consciousness of bhsing only instruments in the
hands of God for real effective work., There was not one soul there
who did not stand closer o some soul than any other, and the ques-
tion was, were they sccking to bring that soul to Chrint?  Every
membes of the church should try to biring at least one soul cach year
to Christ. There were 475 meimbers in connection with this church s
at that saie in cipht yeais it would cover the entire city of Hamilion.
They might have theic machinery, bt it was the power of the firc of
the Holy Spirit that rendered 1t effective.  An important considera-
tion at present was Christ as a King——not only as=a Saviour, but as a
King~to rulc over and detcranne ther pleasures.  Where, heasked,
ate the young men to-night 2 There were some noble exceptions, but
in St. Catharines, and 1o doubt in this city, he could find the great
majority of them in a'most any place except the prayer meeting.
Young women were numerous thege, but it was not 2 good prospect
thst 50 few yourng men altended these meetings.  Rev, J. D. Macdonald
also addressed the meeting as a member of the deputation.  Rev.
James Black offesed prayerand Rev. Mr, Fletcher pronounced the
benediction.

THE fiust annual meeling of the Sarma Psesbyterial Woman's
Fotcign Missionary Society, was held wn St. Andrew's Church,
Sarnia, recently. A mecting for the clection of officers and the
transaction of ather business in conncection with the sotiety, was held
at eac pm. 3 fifteen delegates were present.  The officers for the en-
suing ycar arc: Mrs. Lochead, Parkhill, presideat; Mss. Scott of
Sarnia, and Mrs. Psichards, of Forest, vice-presidents 3 Miss Geddes,
of Strathroy, trzasurer ; Mres, Ross, of Parkhill, corresponding secre.
tary ; and Mrs. Kere, of Petrolea, recording secrctary. At threc
p.m., a ladics’ meeting was held, about eighty ladics being present.
The mecting was openced by devotional exercises, and an interesting
programme was gonc through. Reposts from-the auxiliaties—cight
i number—wete tead.  The reports of the secretary and treasurer
of the Presbyterial Socicty, which was formed only five months ago,
show it to be in a satisfactory state. The contributions amount to $340.
Miss Ross, missionary from Indore, India, was present, and addressed
the mecting, giving a most intcresting account  of her work and ex»
pericnces in India.  Before the mecting closed, a vole of thanks was
tendered 1o the ladics of St Andrew’s Chutch, who had so kindly
eatertained the delegates, and also the young ladies whosc eificient aid
10 the musical pant of the programme added so much o the interest of
the meeting. A public mcenng was held in the evening. Dr.
Thompson 1t the chair. There was a large audience present.
The chaitman gave 2 most excellent address.  Miss Ross also ad-
dressed the mecling, and exhibited a number of Indian cutiosities. A
young lady having volunteered, was shown to the audience, arrayed
i the costume of an Eastertn woman.  Mr, Nesbit an clder of St.
Andrew's gave = short address, and re2d the report of the Presby-
tenal society. The singing was cxcellent, being led by the chair.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

The society is to be congeatulated on the success of this, its first
meeting. The next meating will be held in St. Paul’s Church,
Parxhill.

Tue fitst annual meeting of the Bruce Women's Foreign Missien-
ary Socicty was held in Knox Church, Paisley, lately, Mrs. Ward-
rope presiding.  After devotione] exercises, the address of welcome
was given by Mrs, Johnston and replied to by Mis, Gourlay, Since
the organization of the Presbyterian Society Ly the union of the aux-
iliaries last summer, two new auxibiaries and two wission bands have
been formed, making the number seven of the former and two of the
latter, witha membership of 189 and sixty respectively.  The contri-
Lutions reported amounted to $36S. \With one exception all the
auxiliaties report for only nine months, in orderthat the accounts
might be closed with the calendar year, Boxes of clothing valued at
$3353 were sent to the Northwest from Walkerton, Teeswater, Paisley,
Purt Elgin and Underwood.  The secretary’s report, which was most
interesting and encouraging, was submitted and read by Miss James.
Mrs, Johnston read a paper on ** Systematie Giving,” which was
highly appreciated. The afternoon was spent in considesing the re-
2(;:(5 and other mattess beanag on the welfare and progress of the
Society, The following officers were appointed for the year : —Pre-
sident, Mrs. Gowrlay ; vice-presidents—first, Mrs. Wardrope; second,
Mrs, Johnstonand the presidents of the various auxiliaties 3 secsetary,
Miss James; teasurer, Mrs. Dr. McLaren.  On the evemng of the
same day a public mecting was held in the same place, presided over
by Rev. John Johnston, when there was a largd attendance of the
friends of the Society and the geaeral public.  The opening execcises
were conducted by the Revs J. Gillies and J. Lattle, after which the
chauman gave an address, brefly setung futh the objects of the
Society and the methods of working. The secretary's report submut-
ted at the afternoon wieeting was read by the chawman, Thereafter
stirring addresses on Women's Missionary \Vork were delivered by
Rev, Dr. James and Rev. }. Gourlay. The choir ol Knox Church
rendered efficient assistance dunng the eveniag by singing hymns,
The cffect of the mecting was decidedly helpful and tended to stimu-
Iate to greater earnestaess and eflorts in this department of the Lorad's
work and the hope expressed by all was that others might be inter-
ested in the nusstonary cause and led to help it on, .

Tak annual meeting of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Peesbyter.
ian Foreyn Missionary Society was held in lately in the basement
of Knox Church, Ottawa. Miss llarmon, the presideat, occupicd
the chair, and there were present on the platform Rev. Messrs.
Lerridge, Moore and Farstes, Miss Acmstrong and Mrs, Crant, °ll,
This socicty has been in existence ten years, and -uring that tiue
it has“eaised the sum of $3,488 78 to help to carry on the mssion
work. The membership nuw numbers seventy -mine, and it is on
theincrease.  This isthe tenth annual meeting held, and much credit
is due the ladies of the auxibiary for the great work they are help
ing. Rev. Mr. Farfies opened the meeting by reading Scripture
and by prayer.  Miss Armstrong, in the abszncs of Miss Macoun,
read the recording secretary’s report, which showed that $491.54 had
been sent by the auxiliary to the parent seciety and Woman's Far-
vign Missionaty Society at Toronto.  The cocresponiding secretary's
repott was also read.  Dr. Moare then addresed the meeting, after
which Mrs. F. Brouson sang, *Oh, rest in the Lord.” Rev. W, T,
Herridpe deliveced an interesting and instructive address to the
ladies, reviewing the work they had done, and giving advice ard
encouragement 1o them for the future, after which 2 collection was
takenup.  The election of officers, which then took place, resulted as
follows : Miu.Haemon, president, re elected ; Mes }ames White, Durie,
Hardie, McNaughton, Herfidge and Armstrong, vice-presidents ;
Miss M. Macoun, recording secrctary 5 Mrs. Alexander, corresponding
secretary 3 Mrs, Crannell, treasurer 3 Mesdames [lorsey, Blackburn,
Romaing, Clark, Donaldson, executive committee, anid Conveners of
committees ; Mesdames Ray, MacMillan, E. Brons in, Clark and Thor-
bura (Mrs, Bronson as Convener) and the six vice-presidents, arrange-
meat coramittec. Mrs, Thorhura gave notice that the annual meeting
of the Presbyterial Society takes place on the 5th of March, when
delegates from March, Manotick, Masham, Gloucester and other
places will be present. A letter was rcad from Me. McLean, mis-
sionary teacher at Indian Head, Asstniboia, asking for a small sum
of money to assist him in carrying on missionary work there,

THE anoual meeting of the Wumans Forewgn 3Missionary So-
ciety of the Prasbytery of Guelph was held wm Berlin lately.  The
day was very favourable, and between fifty and sixty delegates were
present from the different auniliaries and mission bands., The pretty
little church in which the meeting took place was decorated with
choice lilies and palms, and the reception of the guests provided for
in the most thoughtful manaer by their hostesses.  Mes, Goldie, of
Guelph, president of the socicty, conducted the meetings, assisted in
the opening and closing devotional excrcises by Mrs, Graham, Galt 3
Mrs. Rae, Acton ; Mrs. Smelliz, Fergus; and Mrss. J. C. Smith and
Mrs. White, Guelph,  After welcoming words from Mrs. Tait, and
thanks from Mrs. Guthrie, of Guelph, the president skeiched the
year’s wotk in review.  Miss Kerr, Galt, opened a ialk on ** How
can our Mission Bands be conducted to best enlist the members’ help,
and foster the missionary spirit 2" by an excellent paper. A very
practical discussion of the questians in the drawer followed, joined 1n

ty generally by those preseat.  Mes. White urged in an inspiting
:S!drcss that the real benehit of these supgestions lies in the practa-
cal use made by them in the home svcicties.  An interesting account
of a personal visit to some of the Indian reserves in the North-
West was given by Miss Smellic, of Fergus. Mrs. McCrae's repost
showed a total of seventeen auxilianies within the bouads, with 307
members, and cight mission bands, with 231 Four life members
are reported during the year, and an averape attendance at monthly
meetings of 413. Clothiag had been sent ac usual to the Nosth-West
by sixteen sociclies, and two boxes of gifts and prizes to the late
Rev. J. Gibson, Demerasz, for the Cootic mission on the west coast,
the kindness of the Canadian Pacific Rulway, the Canadian Ex-
press Co., and Messts. G. I, Macheh & Sons, Hahfax, being men-
tioned in regard to carriage, ctc.  Miss Cant reported that the con-
tributions had bLeen over $1,200, ncarly $300 1n advance of last
year. The next annual mecting will be held 1w Galt,  After 2
tecognition of the courtesy of the Berun friends by a ** Chatauqua
salute,” the mecting ended in the usual way. The gathering was
a most successful onc as regards completeness of representation, the
interest and valuc of the topies discussed and the harmony of the
results artived at.  The evening mecting was of a general character,
piesided over by Rev. Mr, Tan, assisicd by Rev. A M. tamilion,
ol Wiatcthourne, Dr. Wardrope, of Guclph, and Dr. Parsons, of To-
ronto, addressed the meeting most acceptably in the line of mission
work, and preparation forir  The officers of Preshytenal Soacty
for 1889 arc: Mrs. D. McCrae, Guelph, president; Mrs, Smellic,
Fergus, Mrs. Goldic and Mes, \White, Guelph, vice presidents 3 Miss
Smellie, Fergus, secrctary 3 Miss Cant, Galt, treasurer.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.

Tiuxr annual mecting of the cange.gation of the DPresbyterian
Church, Esscx Centre, was held lately,  The repoat by the managers
on the bulding fund was read, showing a debt of $900, which amount
had been raised duting the last month, leaving the chutchiftce. The
report of the gencral fund was also read showing a fair surplus on
hand, in view of whith the conpicpalion presented their pastor, Rev.
W. M. Fleming, witha cheque for $100 for past services, and it was
unanimously carticd that his salary be raised $S150 for the casuing
year, which shows the high esteem in which heis held by the congre-
gation. The reports from the Sunday school and Ladies' Awd were
also read, all of which were adopted and considered most satisfactory.
J. “c,;! Richardson and S. B. Green, the retiting managers, weze te-
clected.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Mark 104

BLIND BARTIMEUS. ety

uvotbenN Trxt —Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.—
Mark x. 48,

March 2
17Bg “}

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question 2.~ Gud having made man holy, yet mutable and
liable 10 fall, as shuwn under Ques 10, he proceeded mercifully to
eater inwy a covenant with Adam and [ve as the representatives of
the ennire mass of their descendants, wherein they were afforded an
opportunity of secuting, by a temporary obedience’ during a petiod of
probation under the most favouratle ciscumstances possible, the est-
ablishment of their holy character, so that they should never be liable
to sin for ever.  Thus by one tnal would the eternal blessedness of
the whole human fanuly have been secured. A covenant is o condi-
tional promise, God promised to Adam eternal hife on condition of
tus remaimng perfectly obedient dunng a term of probation, The
alternatave to the promise was death on condition of disobedience.
This covenant was called a Covenant of Life, because its promise was
fife. It has been call'd, in contrast with the Guspel Uovenant of
Salvation on condition of faith, a Cavenant of Waorks, because 1ts con-
dition was works ; and a Legal Covenant, Lecause it'demanded as the
condition of favour the complete conformity of Adam and all his ex-
ercises of soul and body to the law of absolute moral perfection, The
special test of abedience which God selected to try the loyalty of our
first parents was eapressed 1n the command not o eat of the frunt of
the tree of knowledge of good aud evil.  This tree, of course, had no
moral quality, nor any power of comr unicating any moral quality in
itself, It was called the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because
it was used as an instrument o test the fidelty of Adam and Eve,
and hence became to them the occasion of that tremendous experience
of good dnd evil which they have subsequently gathered. God has
attached to every one of his covenants wuh men a visible seal. ‘T'he
use of a seal is to confirm and consummate a contract, and hence to
convey to the recipient party the benefits engaged for., The seal of
the covenant God formed with Noah, 1n which he promised that the
carth should never again be desiroyedd by a fluod (Gen, 1x. 9-17), was
the rambow. The seal of the covenant Gud made with Abraham,
pronusing that by his sced should all the nauuns of the earth be
blessed (Gen. xii. 33 xvili. 18, avii. 1-14), was caircumeision.  The
seal of the covenant God made with the nation of Isracl through
Moses, was the Passover (Ex. vit. 310).  The seals of the Gospel
covenant which Ged aakes in Chust wiuti believers are baptism and
the Lord’s supper. The sea' of the Cuvenant of Works which God
made with Adam, nd with all mankind in hini, was the ** Tree of
Life” (Gen. iii. 22, 2).—d. A, Hodge, D.D.

INTRODUCTORY,

On His way to Jerusalem Jesus and 1hs disciples crossed the fords
of the Jordan, near where the Childsen ot Isracl crossed when they
entered the promised land. aving reached Jericho, which had in
the time of our Saviour become a place of considerable impostance,

having been greatly embzilished by Herod the Great, the interesting
incident which forms the subject of to-day’s lesson occurred.

1. Blind Bartimeus.—\WVhile Jesus was leaving Jericho, accom-
panied by s disaples and a great crowd of pilgrims on their way
to Jerusalem to observe the Passover, there was seated by the wayside

-a poor blind man who was dependent on the chasity of the people for

his lwing. He was named Bactimeus—bar, meaning son—the son of
Timeus. tle was well known to the people of the naghbourhood.
The unusual commotion atoused the curiosity of the blind man, who
if his eyesight was gone had acute heasing.” \When he learned that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he cried to 1lim, * Jesus, Thou Son of
David, have miercy on me.” This crying indicates that Bartimeus
had heard of Jesus and Ilis wonder-working power and compassion.
The bodily eyes of Bariimeus were darkened but his meatal vision
was clear. lle could see spisitually much better than men the
most learned of his countty and age. They thought only of the man
of Nazareth, he saw i Him much more than a popular teacher or a
great piophet.  He had heard of the wonderful cures wrought by
Jesus ; he had faith that He was able to cure him.  He recognized
Him asthe Messiah spoken of by the prophets; for he calls Him
the Son of David.  As such Isaiah had spoken of Him and foretold
that He would give sight to the blind. Bartimeuns prays fervently,
and prays camnestly, *‘ lHave merey on me.” Humble, obscure and
helpless as he was he nevertheless has a faith sufficiently strong to
impel him to cey to Chast for merey.  How short the prayers in the
New Testament usually are ¢

I1. The blind man receives his sight. —Jesusis kind and con-
descending. It 1s a poor lined beggar who seeks His aid,  He nevet
treats any ode with disdawn 3 never turas away from the cry of the
humblest.  *‘ Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.”
He gave those around 1lim ap opportunity of taking part in His
merciful work. The people at once obeyed and calied to him who
was so cager t0 be healed by Christ.  They are privileged to convey
a cheering message, ** Be of good comfost, rise, He calleth thee.”
The blind man did not stop to cnticize the invitation addressed to
him ; he was too much in carnest for that, and his faith was suffici-
cntly strong to cast aside all doubt 3 every movement indicated bow
desirous he was of the divine healing.  The outer garment he wore
was impetuously thrown off so that nothing might hirder his approach
to the Saviour, he ruse up instantly and came to Jesus. If we arc
cver tempted to restrain prayer because we know that (God knows all
we need, let us notice this among many other instances that God will
be enquired of. Jesus knew well what ardent wish was nearest the
heart of Bartimeus, but e gives him the opportunity to present his
tequest by asking him the question, ** What wilt thou that T should
do unto thee 2" Prompily comes the answer, firm, no doubt, in tone
as it was steong in (aith, *“ Lurd, that I might ceceive my sight,” No
less speedy was Christ’s answer 10 this direct and carnest prayer,
“ Go thy way," nol an unceremomous dismissal of the man, but a
regal intimation that the request was graated.  1lc could now go his
way with a freedom and jay to which he had long been a stranger.
The reply of Jesus also contains & matked approval of the man's fajth,
it ““h .h made thee whole.” The great defect was temoved,
he was made whule, complete, able 10 exercise that wonderful gift
of viston of which he had been so long deprived, Though Jesus
had said ¢ Go thy way,” the man whose sipht was restored found that
Christ’s way was his way ; he foliowed Jesusin the way, The suriking
wmcident that took placeas our Lord passcd through Jericho is a vivid
illustration of the still yrreater work Christ came to accomplish. The
sinner is spiritually blind, he is poor and helpless 3 Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by, every onc that desites 1is help enies to Him for merey 3
they cry in faith; Hc hears the cry , and tells His followers 1o com-
mand all such to comec to Ihm. When the eyes of the spisitually
bhind atc opened they are made whole, and they love to follow Jesus
in the way, they desire to do T1is will, and show forth His praise.

TRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS, *

Christ is ever meraiful and considesate tothode in distzess.
Whosoever earnestly sccks salvation will not be silenced by the
efforts of unsympathetic nesghbours.

To Christ is due all the glory of salvation ; faith is itsindispen-
sable condition.



