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MÀINNERS AND THE BIBLE.

There is no "model Ietter-writer" comparable to
the New Testament. Let a young man study the
letters of St. Paul, and it will have an inflnitely better
effect on his style than the letters of Lord Chester-
field, and this quite apart fron the effect of their moral
and spiritual influence. The mere intellectual atmos-
phere of them will be elevating and refining to an as-
toriishing degree.

And here we may remnaïk on the influence of the
Bible on mere manners. It invariably makes its
readers more courteous and polite, and just, too, in
proportion to the degree i which they are irnbued
with its spirit and teaching. Let a rough boor be-
corne converted, and let him begin ta read and love
his Bible, and hie grows upwatd toward the gentleman
from that hour. "lThe entrance of Thy word giveth
light ; it giveth understanding unto the simple." It
cannot be otherwise, because the Bible brings his
mind perpetually into Ilgood society." He may be
wholly cut off from this in the actual world-though a
religious poor man has here an advantage over his
irreligious compeer, for, at any rate on Sundays, he
cornes into contact with superior society in at least
the pulpit of his church orehapel-but when hie reads
his Bible he is brought into the society of the highest
and rnost refined minds that ever existed. And how
can it but be that ail this shouid, perhaps insensibly,
but at the sanie tirne very certainly, elevate, polisb,
and refine? IlHe that walketh with wise men shah I
be wise ;»' or, as the Persian proverb beautifully ex-
presses it, "lEven the pebble will become fragrant if
it lie beside the rose ; " and hie that thus enjoys the
society of gentlemen can hardly fail to become one
too.

Experience has shown this: other things being
equal, as acquaintance of men with their Bible, so
their mien and manners in regard to the standard of
mere gentility. Daes a parent wish to introduce his
child into IIgood society ?" Let him introduce hirn
into a love of his Bible. Are young men and young
women ambitious of self-culture even in regard to
manners? And would they like to enter a good
school of deportment? Let them enter into the so-
ciety of the characters of the Bible.

But does sorne sharp reader say, IlHow is it, then,
that instances of discourtesy occur among professing
Christians ?" My reply is, first, that it is one thing to
be a professing Christian, and another thing to be a
real aad worthy one ; secondiy, that it is quite possible
to be a truly converted one, and yet to be very far
from being a model or a winsome one; thirdly, that
even in the case of an uncourteous Christian, depend
upon it the mnan's native bearishness would have been
vastly more bearishi if he had flot been a Christian.
In such a case, it is flot the Christianity of the man that
le to blame, but rather his defect of it. He is a de-
fective Christian because he has neglected the special
cfty "lto put off concerning the former conversation
the old man "-in his case, that very ugly old man-
and to put on by self-discipline, culture, and prayer,
gentleness and courtesy and ahi the other graces of the
new man.

Christianity recogaizes the fact that Christians have
faults. But it does not allow thern, and it urges us to
correct them. I speak this to your sharne,1" said St.
Paul to Christians. And there is much flow that may
be spoken to our shamne; and we fear that want of
courtesy and true graciousaess is very conspicuous
under this category. But when the Spirit of God
says to us by St. Peter, IlAdorn the doctrine of God
your Saviour ini ail things," sure we are that he would
have us specially rernember that exhortation which he
gives by the sanie apostl-" Be courteous.- Win-,
somdr CI&istianity.

cessant labours misapprehended and misrepresented.
1 know what the moral whippiag-post means. But
what I have done, or Christ in me, you can do like-
wisc. Nothing does God require more explicitiy than
a dlean forgiveness. Your provocations are multiplied
and aggravated. The rasp that le drawn across your
sensibilities without respite for successive years, is
rough and sharp enough to require the concentration
of ahl the jobs in Christendom. Be not dismayed;
onhy believe. Great trials make great saints. Deserts
and stone pillars prepare for an open heaven and an
aagel-crowded ladder. But you are, indeed, sorely
probed, and from the depths of my coul I pity you.
If this is any comfort to you, let down your bucket to
the end of your chai;, with the assurance that what is
deepest and most tender in me is open to your dip.
But your victory rests with yourself. Kinghood over
the vast territory of self must be, la order to a genuine
forgivenees. To tear yourself ftom yourself, to double
yourself up and thrust yoursehf under your heels, and
make a general smash of yourself, and be ahl the more
truly yourself for this mauliag and self- annihilation-
thie 15 the work before you, and a mighty work it is.
To accomplish this, we rnust be close enough to
Jesus to feel the beating of His heart. By the time
you are through your struggie you wihi be a god, fit
to occupy a seat with Christ upon His throne. Kings
alone can truly forgive, as kings alone can reiga. You
kaow the import of the cross. Set your hcart like 'a
fiat against every suggestion that cheapens the blood
of the dear, great Lamb, and you wili as surely get
the meaning of Christ cruciied, as that He left His
life in the world.-Horace Bus/me/I.

LIFTED SI#ADOWS.

Shadc'ws o'er each pathway linger,
Rest a moment, then paso on;

But more brilliant seeme the sunshine
When the transient gloom is gone.

So the shades of earth still hover,
O'er life's river, drear and dark,

And our wearied hearts discover
No safe haven for our barque.

Rays of glory, gleaming brightly
From the Saviour's starry crown,

Cireling round the brow of mercy
Whence the anguish'd drops flow'd down,

Scatter swiftly ail the shadows,
Darkening o'er the waters wide,

Lighting up the peacefal harbour
lato whioh our barque may glide.

THE BIBLE.

The Bible alone, of ail books in the world, instead
of uttering the opinions of the successive ages that
produced it, has been the antagonist of these opinions,
and the victor over them ahl. It maintained the uaWty
of God arnid ail the darkness of Western polytheism ;
the vivid personality of Gad against Eastern panthe-
ism; the ineffable purity and holiness of Gad against
the obscurities of Egyptian and Caaaanitish idolatry ;
the omnipresence of God againet the heathen theories
of gode many and lords many ; teaching salvation by
grace without works juet when and where the great
schools of the world'e philosophy were glorying in
their cchemes for hurnan regeneration ; teaching the
resurrection of the body, and that this mortal must
put on immortality, juet when and where Socrates
and Plato, on the one hand, had theorized for man an
immortality that excluded the mortal body, and
Epicurus and hic swinish herd, on the other, were
teaching their practical atheism of the destruction of
both coul and body together. In ail these thinge the
Bible was la advance of the ages ln which it was
written and the antagonist of the faise teachings of
those ages, and in the end the victor over thern al.-
Stuart Robinsron.

DIED FOR US.
"Our Lord JssCrswodie-d for r u."îphes.-vn

422

-- esus died ! jesus died 1"'
-Frances Rid/.ey Haveérg"aL

RESULT 0F K1NDNESS.

A servant of the Rev. Rowland Hill sud hnl
and bis master Preached his funeral sermontOa
merous audience, la the course of which he mntion
the foliowing anecdote :-Many persons presentt
acquainted with the deceased, and have had it i
power to observe bis character and conduct.
can bear wittess ilhat 1 speak the truth when1
that he has proved himseif a perfectly sober, moot

industrious, and religious man, faithfulhy perfOr ."00

as far as it iay in his power, the duties of hisC
la lite, and serving Gcd with constaacy and ze'
this very man, this virtuous and pious man, wag

a robber on the highway. More than thirty y0ard
he stopped me on the high-road and demnade
rney. Not at ail intimidated, I argued with j
asked hlm what could induce hlm to pursue 90ji0

tous a course of life. 11I have been a coach
sir," said hie, IIbut amn out cf place, and not being S
to get a character, can get no employrnent, and

thereore oligedte reort t thismeans O gP.
subsistence.' I desired hlm to cahi upon fo
promnised ho wouhd, and kept hie word. I talked,
ther with hlm, and offered to take hlm into nY> eX.

Ho consented, and ever since that period ea.h.01
me faithfuliy, and not me only, but hie has fat
scrved God. And instead of having finisb hO 

la a public ignomnious manner, with a deprave~
hardened mind, as he probably soon would have
hie has <ied la peace, rejoicing in hope, and rpr

we trust, for the society of just mea made PC4rft'.

A PLEA FOR TUE LITTLE FQL-K5'

Don't expect too much of them ; it has takCfl 10

forty years, it may be, to make you what you arels
ail your leseons of experience ; and I wil da
you are a faulty bcing at best. Above al,do
pect judgment in a child or patience undeg Ii
Sympathize in their mistakes and troubles, o
cule thern. Remiember not to measure a Child" ' 1 fo
by your standard. "As one whom hie motbCef~y
fortetb," says the inspired writer;- and beaut>
does he convey to us the deep, faithful love t e i
to be fouad la ever>' womaa'c heart-thc u'
sympathy with ahi her chiidrcn's griefs. Let t"0
ries of their childhood be as bright as oC&0
them. Grant themn ever>' innocent pleasure bd#
power. Wc have often felt our temper rise tO S'c
carclessly their little plans were thwarted b>' debeo
sons,. when a littie part would have giveli theC
pleasure, the memor>' of which wouid hast 3 Sete

Lastly, don't think a child hopeles, because it 'bott*l
corne ver>' bad habits. We have knowa childrSsrlf
seemed to have been bora thieves and lian, b$
did they dispia>' these undesirable traits; Yet
iived to sec those came childrcn become nole

[JULY 5th, IS'*

Suppose some cruel man were going to cut Off yO5f
leg, what wouid you think if your brother camlean
said, " No ; chop mine off instead ?" But that wotuîd
flot bc dying for you. And " our Lord Jesus Cb'i.t
died" for Yeu.

It was the very most He could do to show 14i5 o'
ceeding great love to you. He was flot obilig0dtG
go through with it ; He might have corne dowfl fr0 0o
the cross at any moment. The nails could not bV
kept Hirn there an instant longer than HIe C110'
His love and pity were the real nails that nailed 11"'
fast to the cross tili the very end; tihi lHe coUld 541
"It is finished ;" tili He "died" for us. e

It was neot only because He loved His Father t'
HIe did it, but because He loved us ; for the tcýxt goo
on : 1'Who died for us, that, whethcr we wattkOf~
sleep, we might live t<gether with Hirn." SOli

loved us soernuch that He wantcd us to live tOgCetb
with im; and as no sin can enter His holY
beautiful home, He knew our sins must be taken i
before wecould go there. Aad only blood couldt5
away sin, only death could atone for it ; and 50l'
bled that we rnight be washed in His most PrCcîOllS
bhood ; He died, " that whether we wake or sdec?'
rnight live together with Him."

"There is a worti I fain would speak,
Jesus died1

0 eyes that weep and hearts that break,
Jcsus died1

No mnusic from the quivering string
Could such sweet sounds of rapture bring;
Olt. mav T1 siwavs love t sne

1


