
TUE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. [AVe USr sotu, sSU&

O3UR folTRiBuiTonse
rARES OR NEtS' W INE.

In wallcing aiong the. s«a shore, you have obsereti
a dark margîn linse whlch marks the. extrene limut of
the ocean wavet. lt le a curious speclinen et ortier
andi confiuion, as VilS as a Mest lnteresting Study.
The line cf limnit lteif la aymmetrical andi wul de-
finmti, but lis composite partu are made up off ail sorts
cf otts and entis. Tlseyarefranments ofthemuseum
of niedley curloulties, whlch the. r.stiess ocomn bas
been disgorging (rom lis watery bosoin Bits of coal
and asel, fragments of weod, accumulations of sea.
weeti, andi aIl smort eteterogewseoua mattrials, make
up A~n omnium collection, out of whichdligenit surcis.
ers occaslonaily gather articles of valu&.

St has occureid tu, us, that this atrange medley, of
whlch this Sea-line lu made up, may b. useti te repe.
sent, aithe present; timsu, the actual rusuits cf the. me.
demn German thought, wblch the lutellectual agitation
ef the &ge bas cast upon the surface of the. British
umînt.

on. of thse mnost assidiacus stuclents o(tbls drift.iine
has.been tht (ameus Protées« W. R. Shsith, of Aber.
deen. Out cfits rubblsh h.may bave occaiinaliy ex.
tracteti sornt beautiful peaul of(thought. If we jutige,
howetr, the fruits of bis labours, by tudr unsetuing
andi sceptical tondencles we cannot but regret that h.
bas devoteti bit trne anti talents te the. diffusion of
the worst phases of German thought andi critldmiac.
Scaroely bas be escapeti (rom tihe punishmeni due te'
hus former acte of Indlscretion ln bis articles on tht
"Il ible," in tii. shape ef tht.. yea.rs suspension from,
Protessionai dutiet, and a public rebulce, when the re-
ligious, nind cf tise Presbyterian world is &gain agi.
tateti te iti very centre, by bis a"rid on themI Hobrew
Language anti Literature.»

Flaving carefully perused that production, 1 shaU tn-
deavour te give a (air andi impartial judgment off lis
teachings and tendencles, witbout yieidmng te that
spirit cf bertsy-buntlng, which recently ledi certain
members cf an Ontario Presbytery te %cent heterodoxy
in the pithy resnarks of Matthew Henry.

Thse article opens wvus an account cf tht origin cf
theter Il" Hebrew,"îbeu proceedtisoconsider tht name
"I ebrew Language,» nexi gives a bistory cf its "lChar-
acttr andi Philological Relations,» followeti by tht
"1Geographlcal Spisere anti Hlsîory cf }lebrew as a
Spoken Languge," "Thse Literary Deveiapment cf
Hebrew "-anti Is closectilhu, the IlCultivation cf
}iebrewt as a Dtad Lahnguage

Tht article lacka thse off-band, (cariesa confidence
that cbaracterized the farmner ont on tbt IlBible," anti
the language la more guaded, as if tht shadaw cf a
libel was hanglng over tht writer.

Andi tht inost objectionable views are introduceti
in mach a way as te mais, it didfcukt for any Churcs
court te fini in tbem, matter cf contiemnation. Some-
trnes too, they are put in tise shape ef an incidentai
reniark ini a foot-noIe.

Thse Theory of tht Liierary Develcpment cf H.
brtw, tbough not unfolded in any sysîemnatic manner,
rraay be stated tisus :-

Befere us lie tise thirty-nine bocks that compose
tht Old Testamentî, anti the question te b. solved is,
Il.How tiid théy reacis their present state?" The
question tices net deal "h their genuineness, auihen-
ticity, or inspiration, but with the vaious stages of.
their literary progress, until they assunset tlstir pres.
cnt shape andi (eau. Partly frei fragments cf bis-
tory andi principully frein a careful andi diligent tx-
aination of tise books theinseives, Professor Smitb
mndnates the "intn is :-

Tise basis of tht OUt Testament la oral tradition.
Far back lni tise pasthé tsetories ai creation and ef
the fal, thè epic: cf tise deluge, thse loves of Jacob andi
Rachel, tht lives ef josephs andi Moues, andi kindreti
ancient Bible Marratives, werif isandeti down, in un.
writtess potins andi carefully transmitttdl narrative
frein (atiier te, son, antifrons gessertion togesseration.

lai thse course ef tinse, taniser« deveiopmeont took
place. lasaitisa acros ceeMushok&a ût, l dis.
tinguisheti features art them nauber cf Islandis tisat dot
andi divcrsify ils surtace. lrn like omaner the laite of
oral tradition beomes c««Mvere re andi tise wita
written lyiics andt lava, tometins tagrare e atone,
andi soetimes oihswàe isiscribed. This vast body
cf oral trxidition, Interspersed wvus *ritten lava, 11ke
tht decalogue, andi lyrical- productions like tiiose ef

the " Bock ef tise %Vars otJehovah" (Numberi xxi. s4)
andi the Book ofJashur, coutinîset te accismulats for
an unknown perlod cf lime.

Somviere betwe Davidianti Amos anti Houxa
tus irst collection off oral traditions, lawa andi lytîct
ras sîfieti, arranget, anti put Into lis preseni shape.

The authors of thls collection worem sen, of great
sisili anti abllity, anti prepareti mi grphlc and i n.
ttresiing histories out of thse heterogerieus collec-
tien of potrn, logentis, old laws, and traditions, at
tbeir disposai.

IlTsey tell tiseir tale with synupathy, anti often wlth
au undercurreni of dry humour."

"A newt epocis begins wltb tise sise of Wrltten Pro-
PhcY in tht elgisti century-by ihis time writing
anti literary knowiedgm ver. widely diffused.0

Another event that enableti the. new prophmcy te
establis a Spiritual and lntellecîual asc.niancy, vas
the. terrible struggle wlth Nineirci.

Tis la succeedeti by the, decatace off prophcy,
andth Il "systemnatizatlon cf the ceremonial law an
lInes firat tirawn by EsekieL»

The meancirs cf Ezra andi Ntbemiah, anth le bocks
cf Chronicles and Esther are Ilsingularly desitute of
literary igerit.0

Anti the canon lm describeti as closeti wih Ecclisl.
'stes, whose Ilauthor coiuid speais cf the wearlness of

D4Udi study, anti the. entilesa sterility of book.maklng.»
A general vier of tis nov theory off the literary

construction cf the. 014 Testament la subjoinoti as
foUcows:

1. Tht Age cf Oral Tradition-probably extending
te the time cf Moses.

11. Tise Perioti cf Oral Tradition, Writtmn Lyrics,
Legentis and Laws-from Mostu te Davidi.

111. The Grand Literary Emaof the Heb-cw Language,
vhisets first andi noblest productions vet
writt-from Mloses ta Amas.

IV. Tht Epoch beginning wlîh Writtms Prophecy
and i ncluding the Stnaggles with Nineveit, andi
the Captivty-from Aines te Etekid.

V. Thse Periati cf Decadence, when productivity
ceaseti anti original wcîrks vere fev in num-
btr-from Ezekiel ta close af 014 Testament.

In a second paper 1 shall give tht disautrous anti
unstttling resuits cf this noirci developinent the ory as
weil as the rearrangement cf the books of tht Olti
Testament which It proposes. 1.G.

SE S'EN YEA4RS IN TUHE INDIA N MISSION
FIELD).

India, thse beautiful morning land, the land cf sun-
shine -anti cf goid, stretches sosthvard, like a greai
triangular bannir upon the bosom cf tise ocean, for
eighteen hundreti miles, vith a superficial area cf one
million five hundreti thousanti square miles, anti con-
tains a populaion off over ont hundreti anti fifty mil-
lions of human mouls, speaking tonty-twa distinct Ian.
guages anti over îve hundreti dialecte.

The Himalayas, as its nortiem boundary, sabuter it
heom tise wilti anti conaparatively desolate continent
beyond, wbiie lie central table-landi supporteti by the
Vintihiga mountains andi Mabadeva bills--occurriag
about the22flt paralil-divide the country fret» cast to
vest iat tva aimait equal parts, vis., tht Gangetis
*Mley, or Hindusstan, on thse nortis, and tht Peninsula
Proper on tht Sauth.

Of Ganges or Ganga vo read ln their ancient te-
corda tisai she la thse daugier of Himalaya, the Moun.
tain King; that she vas the beleveti cf Indra, with
whom tht dwi above lie cloutis in thse regian cf the
bisse ether; tbat the fatiser, languisbing for the coin.
panionsbip of hls cisilt, sent the wintis isither and
thither te call ber naine alenti anti shout for Gang&
the beautilul. Tise uprasing cry the maiden heard
ina heaven, anti kneeliniq she prayeti the great Indra te
permit ber te, depart. He consented, and Ganta, im-
patient andi joyful, boundeti downward anti alighted
wibh such vehensence upon the heati of the aid KCing
tisai bt bec*m angty, caugsu anti btld ber fast ini the
tanglea cfuii bushy hair where aise sMMl shines upon
isa brow a glistening snowy crovn. Se sayar the

legeud This wu a zealizatien ofthe eaxtbly, not alto-
getiser pleasant or veicosne te tise niaiden She en-
treateti for rêeue vith tmars anti promises of (fature
geaileness, and receiveti a partial reprieve by ant ta.
cape through a'lssur ini bit roclcy side call "Gai
Muisti," or tise cov's mouth, though uninitiateti
kocdgnmr cail il tht beati waters or fountain of. tise
Ganiges. Leaplng anti laugshlrg vith ail the joyousness

of youth andi recoveW ti eedeen, Gansa descendeti to
the. plaint. butler courte hmr becamn *ore sd&te
andi atately, andi alter marty miles of lonely wander-
lng ah# caiet te jolin ber ma*sy youeag coenpaalonS.
Thus, broatinng andi deeang, the swept MSeuî.
cally onwarti to the. eses ut.

The, peninsula te the. South, wlîh lis Mounlaln Rift
shorts, Social qulit a diflerant wouldi flou HI*4istas.
The speech anti appwsante of the people Wung ln as
marcot contrait as are the. climat. &cd products of
tht country. S akt ali riso h en
tries te the. north anti South of the central t6>leIand
that oui aide offcil circles, aimoit ail cther information
ont gtts of thé othtr la througu the English press.
Tbey each have theïr intiependent Internai govcrn.
ment andi seaport towns andi therefore the. contact la
stight, except when such *vents as a famine, cyclone,
or epldcmic brings thuin promlnesitly before the
world.

The. Dekhan or Southas the anclent Aryant calleti
the great centrai tabie.land-bomaue it was the. South.
erm limît cf their settic:nents, andi a& whlch was flot
Aryan wus worth amali cons1derstlon ln tbtir este.m
-is upborne, on its ncrthern aide, by the Vindisiga
moutitains whlch extenti acros the. entîre country,
andi on Its southemn aide by the Mahadeva andi
Aravllly bllsI.

On observing the. Vindhigas (rom their southesu as.
pect tbey present the appearance of a great weather.
beaten coast line now (ar intand. The blls, or spurs
are unirorin and I¶at.topped averaglng (rom thrée to
four hundreti (ett ln height, yet soitims rlsingt to
tigb t hundreti above the table-land of which they are
more really the abrupt terminations than dIstinct anti
Indcpcndcnt buil& On their northern aide they are
precipitous andi commence on theo very etige of the
escarpmCnt to (cri a watcr shedi for several very cou-
siderabie rivers.

Parallel te the Vindhigas andi South are tihe Maha.
deva bis, or rather a cerles of groupe of peaks nuich
lsi regular ini outUine titan the Vinduigas, andi cern.
paseti cf différent (ormis of rocks. Thse eletated but
irregulariy shaped valiky betwée., gives tbe Nat-
budda river. Thl; drainage area of thse Ganges
reaches at some points to within littie more than a
mile of the main strean of the Naxbidda. The
hilly region cf the Mahadeva throws up the Pach.
marri group cf ptaks with their groteaquely shapeti
sumrnits and bolti precipitous faces. The iniervecing
hbis (Gondwara> seidoin reach any considerabl.
height and none equaliing l>achmarrl. Thse valley it.
sIfl h sUightly undulatinc, andi broken occaslocally
by low yet abruptly swelling hbil& Thse socf the
Narbutida valley la extremely ricis andi mostly under
cultivation, the river naturally is feti mcli abuadautly
(rom lis sout>temn aide, its confluents anti tribsatadles
having their sources in the Gondwara hilla of th.
Mahadeva. The waters of tisese rivera in hollowIng
out beds for themselves in the soft rich soit, as they
pais along, exposle many rocks diffhring la structure,
texture, age, occurrence and disintegration.

The Narbutida or Ilbestower of(pleastàoe," la worthy
cf mention. It flows ome a bed of wiid bold cflgs et
marble andi satitone, often in its courue breag iuto
cataracusofcxquisite beauty. LiketheGangesit s mucis
beloyeti by the Hindosand isone oftheïr tacret rivers.
Fur snany yeari, while the Gaugea bas been ateadiiy
iosing lus reputation asa rescuer (rom ain, tise Nar.
budda bas been as stcadily gaining. So mucis does
this feeling prevaii among the people that tihe great
Mela or fair which takes place anuually Lt Hurdwar,
the teligious centre of the. north, hau hein tiucosi.
tinued anti plgrimages are ^aow to b. nude« te tht
Narbudda, which is orne of the boundaries; of Indore
ate, separating kt (rom Britlis territory, andi is only

a few heurs by rail frein Indore city.
The tradition current among thse natives regarding

tht Narbutida la as foleows :
The. river Son. courteti the Narbutida in th lb gh.

landis of Omebrkuntuk ini whicb they both riie. They
siowly ativanceti to Muet one anotiier, lit t ba*Wss tov.
ers. Thse brtide beconsing impatient te knoW morn.
thing of thse appearance cf thse bridegroorsssapt out
ber little "dlt jisola, the barber' daiegber, wbb was
te viewr andi report to bier. Thse Sono suppowed jiscia
to be thse bride, andtie (din love wlth ber acc",6ngly,
whtrext Narbudtda becaiàe éoragèd, ibinte& Short
roumnd to the westaùankat floet cier ice lài :h4
directieln, Ieaping rockt wmosnetié to Msiover yawai.
iag precipices. ini ber fury, but Urne calmei 'ber andi
se reacheti tht octan ai CAnbay, P'aciti and i nU.
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