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THE INTEREST 0F ONE, THE ZNTEREST
0F ALL.

W E are sometimes-no doubt witb the best and
most kindly intentions -saluted in something

like the following erms : " We know that you can-
not well help it, but if it could be managed, it would
surely be a great iniprovement on the general get up
of THE PRESBYTERIAI'ý to leave ont those notices of
presents to mînisters, some of whicb are very small1
and insignificant, tliose accounts of surprise parties
at manses, and the various descriptions of socials,
addresses, lectures, etc." We are always much
obliged to our well wishers for friendly hints, but in-
this case we cannot say we fully appreciate their wîs-
dom, or have the slightest intention to adopt the
course to which they point. We could veny easiIy
"help it " if we chose, but we have no intention of
"choosing." On the contrany, strange as it m.Lay ap-

pear to somne, we regard the section of THE PRESBY-
rERIAN devoted to " Ministers and Churches " as not
by any means either the least interesting or tht least
important of the wiole paper. No doubt it is possi-
ble to go into wearisome and uninteresting details on
mere local matters,and did wve publibh every item as we
receive it, in aIl its origrinal amplitude and eloquence
of phrase, it is very likely our general readers might
have good cause for complaint.. But as far as the re-
cord of the external facts of congregational life and
work is concernied, we ho!d strongly that what inter-
ests one ought more or less to interest ail. And more
than that-we flot only believe that it ougizi, but we are
convinced that it doe.r, and hat such a record bas an
encouraging and educating power among our congre-
gations, whîle not a few of our laborious and some-
tintes severely tried mTinisters find themselves, in a
perfectly legitimate fa.5hion, botb cheered and stintu-
lated by the same means.

Just let us take the presents and surprise parties,
the accounts of which some affect to hold rather
cheap, and if we try to estimate what these in the vast
majority of cases imply, we shahl be slow Co tbink of
thein eitber as insignificant in themselves or un-
worthy of record. 0f courseif they are got up merely
to supplement inadequate and ill-paid stipends, they
are at once beggarly and contemptible. It is only the
merest justice, however, to say hat in the vast ma-
jority of cases they are flot to be 50 regarded, but are
sintply expressions of kindly feeling and heant-felt
gratitude. When this is the case, they do good al
round. They belp Co delixer some front the sin of
shabbiness, wbile they enable others to express their
gratitude for spiritual good received and to indicate
the cordial feelings witb which hey regard their pas-
tor. The recipients of such tokens of regard may in
this way also be greatly belped, just when hey need
such encouragement in a very special manner, and
why should it be thought strange if in sucb circunt-
stances they should like others to share in their joy,
and to incîease the measure of their encouragement

and strengthening by cordial sympathy and honestly
ftit satisfaction. If we are ail members of the same
body, as we say we. are, then one cannot be made
gl ad without ail the others rejoicing, flot in name
merely, but in deed and in truth. It would be a sad
rnatter to proclaim, such presents and surprises as
mere matters of ostentation and boast. But as
" fruit " whicli may abound to the good of the whole
Chu rch, they assume a very different aspect and are
to be judged after a very different fashion.

Then, soirees and socials-what is to be said of
them, and how are they to .corne in as part of church life
and church work? If got up merely for fun or foolery
or even as a rounchbout way of raising money for
church purposes, flot much, perhaps, can be said in
their defence. But as a means of so far ministering
to the social side of our natures, they may be found to
be an ' actual means of grace of no contemptible char-
acter, and where rightly and becomingly managed
they really are ail this. In many congregations soci-
ality is flot by any means sufficiently thought of or
cu!tivated, and what brings the members of the same
church together in an easy, friendly and familiar
fash ion can néver be thought lightly of as of no con-
sequence, stili less condemned as positively injurious.
0f course the minister or member of a church who
allows himself to play the fool or buffoon at any
soiree or at any other meeting undoubtedly dishonours
himself, as well as insults bis Master. But surely
such a thing is flot necessary to a church social being
a success, or to church members spending a pleasant
evening together.

The record of what individual congregations may
have accomplished for Christ during the year is SO
entirely within the sphere of a church newspaper that
it surely doesnfot need aword of defence. Some say,
it ministers to self-glorification. It may, though we
have yet to see the record of work done and gifts for
religious purposes bestowed which could, justifiably,
give any occasion for such a feeling. But may it flot
also especially stimulate others in the same good way
and work, and lead ail to be thankful for wvhat God
had enabled His people to' do for His name's sake,'and for the acîvancement of that cause in which they
are ail, professedly, so deeply interested, and for the
ultirnate triumnph of which they are understood to be
every day labouring, as well as every day praying ?

Uprin the whole, we must adhere to our old ways in
this respect, while at the saine ime we promise that
when presents are given of such value, and congrega-
tional contributions comne to assume ýuch dimensions,
as to give some fair excuse for anything like vaingiory,
we sfall seriously consider the propriety of withholding
the record. In the meantime, as that danger is, as yet,
neitiier a very formidable noir a very imminent one,
we can ail, both congregations and individuals, with
the greatest freedom, compare notes with each other,
and that in order more and more " to provoke unl.o
love and to good works."

There is flot much reason for boasting, but there
may be a good deal for both gratitude and humility,
and the weekly record of THE CANADA PRESBYTER-
IAN may be made, and ought to be regarded, 4en by
the most energetic and most liberal congregations
and individuals in the Dominion, but as " stepping
stones to higher things."

CANADA PA CIC RAIL WA Y.-ANOTHER
MISSIONAR Y WANTED.

JN a recent number, we published an interesting
Iletter front the Rev. W. D. Russell, the lately ap-

pointed missionary to the men on the Paciflo Rail-
way. In addition to Mr. Russell and Mr. Cameron,
now labouring in adjacent sections of the line, it will
be seen front the following letter, hat another mis-
sionary is urgently asked. The Rev: D. McKetacher
of Prince Arthur's Landing, in a letter to Dr. Coch-
rane, of date I 2th February, writes as follows:

"A few days ago, I returned home safely from a some-.

eleven imes, to audiences varying from twenty Co eighty,
besides a number of private services, and among the latter
Cwo baptisms.

IlIt is' said by those in a position to know, Chat there are
flot more titan 500 workirsg men at present on this section,
many hiaving ieft in the fali, and a number having since
gone tlirough to w7ork gn section B. 'î'Le intention of the
contractons is, with the opening of navigai in, Co employ at
least as nîany more, that is, it they can be got.

" After coiisulting with a numiber, I have concluded Co ask
the Committee for a missîoniry for these people. So far as
I can see, theie neel Le no fear but the nien on the works
will provide his salai y. Wheneven I have visited them î hey
have more than fu]iy paid nie, and I have no reason to fear
it wouild be othenwise with one penmanently located among
them. "

Regarding Mr. McKeracher's own charge (Prince
Arthun's Landing and Fort William) he says :

"lOur own attendance is nather betten than last wintgr.
Our churchi at Fort William is very comfoî table, since it
was plastered. It was formally opened on the 14th Decem-
ber. There is also some talk of a new church at the Land-
ing ; and otîr ladies held a bazaar for Chat object on New
Year's eve, from which thcy nealized $125; besides a large
quantity of material for another, which they intend Co hold
in spring or early sommirer.

"'Our managers ai Prince Arthur's Landing, have adopted
the weekly contribution system, for raising my salary, and
50 far it bas worked wvel1."

In view of the probable appointment, by the Home
Mission Committee, of another missionany for the
men on the Canada Pacifie Railway, as requested by
Mn. McKeracher, licentiates, graduating students* in
our colleges, or ordained min isters, who desire such a
field of labour, should, at once, send in their applica-
tions to the Convener of the Home Mission Commit-
tee, the Rev. Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford.

EASTERN FOREIGN MlISSION BOARD 0F
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA.
The Board met at New Glasgow, Feb. i iîth; 1880.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

The Secretary laid on the table Volume Il. of the
Bible in the language of the Aneiteumnese, forwarded
by Rev. Mr. Inglis, accompanied by an interesting
paper containing the leading facts connected with the
preparation and publication of the complete Bible in
Aneiteumese by the Bible Society. The paper hav-
ing been sent to the " Record" for publication was held
as read. It was stated that the publication of Vol-
ume I. would soon follow, that the printing and
binding were by the Bible Society, and that the whole
expense now incurred was met by the natives o~f An-
eiteum, amounting to flot less than f 1,2o.-It was
agreed :

First. To record our gratitude Co God for the noble
work which He had enabled our missionanieE,
especially the lare Dr. Geddie and Rev. Mr. Inglis to
accomplish, in translating the Old and New Testa-
ment into the language of another of the many Ian-
guages of the human family.

Secondly. To express our satisfaction at the grati-
fying fact Chat the Christian natives of Aneiteumn had
proved their high appreciation of the work done, and
the ir estimation of the value of the boon, by provid-
ing out of their deep poverty the m reans needful for
defraying the whole expense of publication.

Thirdly.' Whîle thankful that the people wiIl pro-
vide of their own proper good for the issue, the
Board would desire to acknowledge the facilities
afforded by the Officers of the British and Foreign
Bible Society in connection witb the publication, and
for the liberality shewn by the committee in connec.

ion witb the revision of this version, and in their
readiness to meet publication expenses, had this been
necessary, without pledge of repayment.

A letter was read froIn Rev. Dr. Steel with account
current to, the close of 1879, sbewing balance in hand
at that date of £I11 I9s. 7di. stg.

Letters were read front Rev. Messrs. J. W. Mc-
Kenzie and J. Annand, fromn Sydneý?, New South
Wales, stating that they and faînilies bad just arrived
safely in the "Dayspring>' on Decemnber 31st, in
health, and that reports would be forwarded by next


