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lieve it o be an inward thing, namely, the Wle off God in the soulm
man; a participation of the divine nature; the mind that was in Chis
or the renewal of owr heart after the image of Him that ereated us.

“Lastly, They speak of the new birth a< an outward thing; as ¢
were no more than baptism, or at most, a change from ontward wicked
iess to outward goodness; from a vicious to what is ealfed u virtuons bt
I believe it to be an inward thing; a change from inward wickeduness
imward gooduess; an entive change of our inmost natre from the imag
of the devil, wherein we were born, to the image of God; a change fron
the love of the ereature 1o the ove of the Creator, from carthly ane
sensunl to henvenly and holy affeetions; inw word, a change from th
tempers of the spivits of darkness o those of the angels of God u
heaven, |

“There ts therefure n wide, essential, fundamental, irreconcileahly
difference hetween usg so that i they xpeak the trath as it is in Joesuy
{ am found a false witness helore God.  But it 1 teach the way of Go,
in truth, they arc blind leaders of the blind.*”

The Methodist Society, as that name distingui=hes the people whot,
this day acknowledge Mr. Wesley as their founder under God, way
properly speaking, as a Society specially under his pastoral chavge, cul,
leeted in the year 1740, at the Chapel in Moorflelds, London, where b,
regularly preached, and where by the bles=ing of God, upon his and Mr
Charles Wesley’s lubours, the Society rapidly inereased.  For this aw
the Societies in Bristol, Kingswood, and other places, he, in 1748, drey
up a set of Rules, which continue in foree to the present time, and thy
observanee of which was then, and continues to be, the condition
membership.  ‘They enmjoin no particular opinions, and relate entirely i
moral condurt, 1o charitable offices, and to the observance of the ord.
nances of Gud,  Churchmen or Disseuters, walking by tieso Rul
might heeome and yesmain members of these Socicties, provided thy
held their doctrinal views and diseiplinary prepossessions in peace aw
charity. i

The extraordinary mauner in which zome persons were frequent
affected under Mr. Wesley’s preaching, as well as that of his co-as
jutors, now created much diseussion, and to many gave great offenc,
Some were scized with trembling ;5 others sunk down and uttered o
and piercing eries 5 others tell into a kind of agony. In some instangy
whilst prayer was gtfered for them, they rose np with a sudden chang
of feeling, testifying that they had < redemption through the blood «
Christ the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” N
Wesloy however never attached any weight to outward agitations; ly
contended that he was bound to helieve the profesrion made by many
who had been so aflected, of an snward change, because that had ber
confirmed by thetr subsequent conduet and spirt. Me. Watson’s &
gwment on this subyeet =hail be given in a futare page. 1

Several preachers were now employed by My, Wesley t2 assist ity



