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THE'  FAVORITE, " :

Msv 10,1070, "

SHEAVES,

DY MARY L. RITIRR,

A rad autumnal day—a twllight eky,
All coloriess and grey ;
A low wind whigpering throvgh tho withered
grass
And wandering away ;
Bare trees—save for a handful of brown leaves !
A qulet reaper resting with hor sheaves—

How poor they seem! how few, how worthlezs
all!

At} for another apring.
Orif tho summor, 1ato and cold at bost,
Might como agaia and bring
Tho light and warmth that best maturo the
grin
Bafore tho frost falls and the tatter raln!

Aud yot Ho knows, and judges all aright:
Bomo by the wayside foil;
Bome camo to anught ; and gomo tho birds do-
voured ;
And He alone can tell
What bitter chance or vircumstanee decrood
Tho utler fatlure of theo chorlshed soed,

But it may bein adiviner alr
Transfigured and made pure,
Tho harvost that we dcomad as wholly lost
Walts perfect and mature:
And thefaint neart that now defeated grioves
May yeot stand smiiing ‘'mid abundaot shoaves.
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REFORM IN SERMONSB.

Tho sermon has“been and is muoh abused—
so much 30 tbat it has beocvmo to many men,
who Are neithier athelsts nor reprobates, a thing
to Lo avolded by all meanus, or, falling tbat, to
bo abridged, endured, slept turough, anything
but listened to. 1L cannot bedeniod that much
of this foeling I8 the result of our incroasing
hatrod uf anything itke physieal discomfort or
penance, and our naturat distasts fur atl things
saored and spiritual, Bat preachas the preschor
may agolust tho sworld, the fipsh, andtne devil,
wo ciinnot abolizh either of them, and tho so-
cond Wil cliug Lo us persistently oven fa church,
wutle the other twoaro never vers farofl. What
better opportunity c¢an the mind havo for
wanidering intosecular thoughts, thun the weary,
sleepy, forty-five intuutes of a poor serman ?
Tho slight tmpression which aven agondsertnon
makes 1y the fint Livauty mminutosls moro than
digsipated by thie cunclulding twenty, ¢ aad tho
st s1alo of that man ts worse than the fifst”—
because ho rises weary, tmpatient, exasperuted,
and patnmlly aware that ta enduring, ns ho hne
doue, ho has been a iuartyr to publlc opinton
more than to his own senso of rights

It 1s hopoloss o attompt to mould the pooplo
of onir day in tho fasblon of Puritan times Tuls
inan age of moudenttion, of compromise, and not
of oxtromo viows In Engish rellgious iife. Let
us thorefure, take hunian naturo 83 we fod 1t,
with all Its weaknesses, and lot tho ondinancos
of warshiip bo framed 50 &3 not to overtsx tho
wenkest body ar perplex and stupify tho (ce-
blest mind.  If there be \tttie nerit andless
profit in enduring i wearlsome and barrgn ser.
viee, 1n which tho heatt doos not join, how
vasidy fmportant it must be that church ser.
vioes should be made, If not positivn®  attrac-
tive to the human eye and oar, at :.ast laoro
grateful thereto, and loss of a tax upon the pa-
tlenoe and endurance of wiillng worshitppers, In
the present day thero aro s0 many lvfloences
dra'wing irion’s hearts away from vital religion,
that it behores the churches to make vigorous
gzerions Lo estadblixh a firmer bold upon men
*ho evinco a disinclination to (requent & place
of worshlp of nny Kivd, The clureb, iothe
widesense, abotid bo made, )f poxsidle, ths uni-
vega) rosort of all professing religtous faith, even
of the fecblest kind.

There i» but tittle need to dwell zpon the mu.
aleal and devetions] part of sercice, for much
has beau done to improve and make these si-
tmactive. The scrmon, however, has not kept
pace with the othier departrents. Ininany caser
espeeial.y 1o dlssenting churches it has grown
100 long. Were ull scrmons of forty-fve mip.
ules cloguent and able, thoy woald still be too
long for a standing dish. The scrmon is no
longer necdod (as 1t once was) as the chiof me.
dism of instruciing the poople {n religlondtruth,
Tho heant needs not 50 much to be tanght as
to be reminded, aml to have heart aud con-
scionco surrod upn.  Thiz constitates tho great
Qifferenco between sertnons and polltical or
athier speochos, which muatsomeotimes be honrs
Jong. 1t requires a very abdle preacher, 1ndeed,
to §nterest all bis hearen to tho end of & forty-
fice inloutcs’ aermon, because ho has littlo new
to tell. A Chancallor of the Eschequer may
fntcrost 1iis bearers {or two hours, beeauso ho
tell» them news, Faw men can compose two
originil scrmoar, of forty-five minutes, every
wee X, which wiil commamnd patient attention,
and tend to odincallon more than wearlnosn
What miaery must commonpiuce wmen tagict,
aud what mivery must they endure, 1o thelr
valt endeavors to keep up to tho mark. Need
wo wonlier that the couscleatioos, geositive
wan often broaks dowa ander the task, whilo
hie of tho easy tesiper and ready tonguo shirks
it by trusing W weak and ramblitg extempare
arg offuvors. The muat wbviots remedy is to
shotten and alropdify the sormon, and perhags
bave oaly ono Instead of two per wook. It I,
gdoubtlosa, moro dimouls to give & fixed anount
of mate? tn twenty than {n forty minntza, bat

”

then dnn't compress tho mnttss of forty Into
twonty minutes; glve short, foreibly, etrnest
aldrosses of about twontly.five minates in tho
tho everyday languago of educated men ; ex-
pungo all usoloxs verblago and convéntionnl sat
phiranos ; go Over very ttto ground; have no
« faurthiy, fthiy, and {n ogaclusion ;* but one
lending, prominent thought oh tétith or duty,
and only one; illustrato and énforco this with
all knowledgo and cloquense, and o not weary
hearers by long and superfiuous applications,
beeauso this ono distiact thought witt ha grmiy
fxod and carried away i1 thelr minds,

There is too much runding after famous
preachers, just as peoplo run aflet famouns
astors and alagors, not to ba tmproved, but 1o be
amused. It may bo urged thatihosermon bolng
a neccasity in somo shape, proplo are justified
in secking for tho best thoy van got; but we
submit, iIf all sermons wore short, more gor-
mouns would be good. Doubtlyss, wero all men
devout, thero would bo dut ittle need for good
=armons, and we should gy to cohuroh and
worship and pralse God oach for Himself audall
togothor ; our duvotionstimalated, as it was in.
tonded to be, by social sy pathy, into w gran-
der volume of pratse. Ru!, alas! we have not
reached this point, and tho crying want is
fower, shorter, and yot mare 1ntensp and powodr-
fatsermons. We domand this both on bohalf
of preacher and hearer, and, rmost of all, on be-.
half ef thal growing class of peoplo, tspeolally
mon, who are fast stpping boyond tho inffuence
of vital religloo.—Idberal Review,
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THF CONDOR.

mmetutiny

This groatest of uncioan birds has been sin.
gularly unfortunote Jn tho hauds of the curious
and sclentific. FIfty yoars havo elnpsod since
tho first apecimmen richod Europw; yet to.day
the exuggerated storles of ts slzo and strength
aro repeated i1 mavny of our toxt-books, and the
very !atost ornithnlogical work loavos us in
doubt as toits relation to tho othier vultures,
No one credits thoe assertjon of the old geo.
grapher, Maroo Polo, that the condor tan 1ift
an clophant from tho ground high eaocugh tn
kil ft by the fll, nor the atory of the travellor,
80 late as 1830, who doclared that 8 ocondor of
modemte size, juxt killed, waa Iying bofore
him, a singlc quill.feather of which was twonty
good lang! Yet tho statomaent continues
tn be pubdlished that thie ondlnary expanse of a
full.growrn specimen ts from twolve to twenty
feet, whereas it {2 very doubtful §f it over ox.
cerds oy gyen equiils twelve feote A full.grown
mate from the most celobruted locality on the
Andes, now in Vasgar Collego has a strotch of
oo fest.  Humboldt never found ono to mea.
sure over nino feet; and tho largest spocimen
scont by Darwin was olght and & tinlf feet from
tip totip. An old male In tho Zoological Gar.
dens of London mensures eloven fest. Von
Teschudl says he found one with & spreadof
fourtcon feot two inches, but ho invalidates bis
tastimony by tho subsequenl statoment that
tho full.grown conder rnoasures from twelve 0
thirteen fest.
The onlinary habiiat of the royal condor is
betwoen the altitudes of ten thousand and six.
teon thourand feet. The largost scem to mako
their homo around the voloano of Cayambs,
which stands exnctly on the equator. In the
ralny season they frequently desocond to the
ovast, whero they may bo soen roosting on
trocs. On ths mnuntains Lhoy very raroly
porch (for which tbelr fegt are pnorly fttod),
but stand onrooks. They are most commonly
i scon around verticsl ohfls, whern thetr nests are,
and whero cattle aro most likely to fail. Groat
numbers froquont Aatlsans, ¥here theroisa
grozt cattisestnte. Flocks are nsver scen excapt
armund o largo carcars. It s aften seen xingly
soaring at a groat helzht o vast circlos. Its
fitght Is slow and majestic. It head {4 always
in mailon ws If in search of food beluw. [iz
month {s kopt opon and ita tall spread. Torise
from the grousd, it must pecds run for some
dlstanoe ; then it flaps its wings three o four
11mes, and ascends at a8 low angle tiil 1t reachss
a onnsiderablo elevation, whon {t seems to make
= few letxnrely strokos, as if 0 oaso its wings,
afler which it Nterally sails upon tho atr,
In walking, the wings trall tpon the ground,

awrl the hond takes s crouchiog position. Ithas
'y very awkwauid, almast painful, galt.  From
‘118 Inability to riso without running, a narrow
'pen s sufficlent to imprison it Though s
! carrinn-bird, 1t breuthes the puarest alr, spond-
' ing mnet of Its time soariug thooo miles ahove
'tho sea., Hnumboldl saw aono 8ytng over Chhn.
{borazo.  We hinve soch) thein safling atleinst a
thatsand feet above the crator of Plchinchn,

Its gormandizing power ling hardly been over- |
stated, Weo havo known a stnxle condor, notof
the Iargest slze, L0 make way in ond weok wilb
a cull, a sheep, nnd a dog, It prefers carzion,
but witl samcUmoys attngck hive shicep, deer,
dng, etc. The eyes and tonguo ar the favorito
ports, and first devoured ; next, tho Intextinon,
Wa acver heard of ono authenticated cage of its
enrrying off children, nor of its attacking aulales,
cxcept 1n Jofenso of 184 cgpe. Von Tachiudl suys
1t cannot carry when fAylog a weight over ten
pounds, In ozplvity 1t wlil eal averything,
oxoept pork and cooked meat.  Whon fuil fed,
it s execadingly stupld, and can be caught by
tho band; bul at other times it 15 a mauteh for
the stoutest man, It passes the greater part
of the day slceping, more often rearching Yor
proy 1n morning and gvonlag thsn at novon—
very l1Xoly Locausp objocis are moro distinectly
scon, It §s seldom shot (thoush it is not lnvale

EARTHQUARES AND VOILOAWOES,

Hinoo thedays of Werner and Iutton, earth.
quaker, and their commoniy oorrespanding
phonomena vo'cannon, have formed tho debato.
able land whereon geologists of every sohool
bave tried tholr akill and prowous. \Whethor
they indicated a continucd activity 1a the inter.
for of our planet, and, 1€ 60, what was tholr re-
Iation to that aotivity, have been favorito tapies
ofdobate. Tuo ohemiocal theory started by 8ir
Humplirey Davy, tbnt those phonamona woro
produced by the sudden acoess of wuter 1o un.
combined alkaline motals, was for a tong timo
& favorito from its very lugenulty and boldnoens;
and, though Mmets to support §¢ woro diffoult to
obtaln, It was almoat equally difficult to bring
torward wegll.founded argumonts on the othor
slde. The moon has long boon with poots the
emblom of flokloness and luoconstanoy; hor
pale, silent gazo was to thelr minds auggeative
of lovers’ vows, made only to be brokony yet
modern rescarch gives us a vory diffvrent ac.
oount of our palo.frood uatellite, Nover, In frot,
were the poets more at fault than whon they
mado tho ordb which ever turns towards her
ford and master tho samoe mild and denthitke
§3%6, tho embliem of inoonstanoy and ochange-
ableness.  Without water or alr, passing from
oxtromes Of hoat to extromes of oold, tho cold,
Quiet moon bears no lifs in hor bosom, No
ohanging clouds fI{L soross bor black skies, no
atreams murmur down Ls® valloyr, 10 sozs
break on her cold, grey stones, Yot from the
moou, all unlike a¢ she i8 to our over-cha~, .oy
earth, we mey draw o lozson 23 to what our
carth s probubly bastenlog to. Geologs, al
unwearied from her rescarches on tho fuco of
the earth, fiics boldly across spaco, and seoks to
correlato the action of mattar In all the worlds,
To the spectroscope we owe the knowledge that
other worlds are compused much as onr own,
thut tho common elementatwhich are to a great
extent the onitnary cloments with them ; and,
a8 like ordinarity praducos like, 30 wd pre justd.
fiod {n the surmise that tho sucoession of
phenomena on thos: of the heavenly bodics
with which wo aro more intimately conneoted,
s not unliko what takes placejon our own
globe.  Astronomers long ago deteoled on the
face of tho mqou the well-known traces of vol-
can{c action; but though tho marks were thore
of crators und lava streams, though helghts
onuld be moasured and valleys depicted, the
strange frot remained that mortal oye had
nover, so far as our sstronomiecal records extend,
beheid on tho satelllto an outburst of sudblunar
cnergy. Outbunsts, like that of 8kaptur Jokul,
of Sumbawa, or Chimborazn, did not requiroe
any poweriul tnstruinent fur tholr observation;
they would have been visible to tho unassisted
oye. Littls by littic, tho Idea forced itsolf on
the kclentific world, thut the enensy whick had
once spent 1t2olf Jn voleanlio activity had finally
{eft tho moon, and that Ler gazo was ono of
otorual death. Voleuuls phenomena on the
carth aro intimately oonnected with tho pre.
senco of water, gases of vorlous sorts aro their
necexsary product; yot, of water and gascous
bodles the moon exhlvitoed no sign.  Our own
globo told us somothing which we might assi.
milate with the news arrived fror~ tho moon.
Sink whero we would on ths fico of tho earth,
afler the Airst fow foot of crust woro plerced, wo
feond oursolves fu prosence of an fnorensing
heat, DId tho heat Increass in the samo mtlo,
through tho mass of the carth, that it did near
the surfroe, & fow thousands of yanls woald
have brought us (o a tomperature sufficlent to
melt thd most refractory bodiex.  Ancther
schoo!, apart from the chemical, porceived In
this the plain caure of earthquakes and vol.
canoes, Asxtronomers, howover, set themsolvos
1o calenlate the effects ofatch a state of mattors,
A ftluld nuclons, oven whea cuvered with sucha
crust as proposed, muat Le atfected by lunar
tides, and {n turn affect the moon hersslf, No
auch 11dex, howaver, coold bo detected by the
most dollcate observatinons,  \Whatever, there.
fore, might havo bean tho original stato of tho
world, therg was Iittle danger of 1 réturning
to a «tate ofigneous fusion, Earthquakes miglit
shake usx, aod volcanoces doluge portlons of the
surface with fire, but thelr rezervolrs of heat
wero pot drawa from any such lnternal ancleus
of flre 83 was required by tho Hrst supporiers of
tho doctrine of Intormal herte So for many
years the matlor rested.  Partial scas of fire,
and partial distarbanoes of the stato of internal
equikbrium had to bo accounted for, and many
were the thearies broached, Chamical acticn
agatn oome into favor, notwithstanding the
welght of ovidenoo agninst iis acooptance, cs.
peclally as 1t remained clear thatsome nhatrnse
oonncsotion 414 exist betweon the sitos of vo!s
wanis actton Rud tho prosenco of large bodies of
wator, Few men have dovoted so much
ithonghit o igneous aod seismio phenomena ns
Mr. R. Maliet; it {3, therefore, not surprising
that tho lotest theory hraached should have
proooeded from one so well known for his du.
votlon to thls branch of sclonce.  Our glohe, ha
polnts out, Is still mdiating bont Into rpace; for
overy dogree.so radiated soma oontruction of
the masa mtis take pleco,  Its sutfree soems
10 havo long ago arrivod at an cquilibriain of
tomporature, bence tho contraction rcust take
placs Internally, tending contlnnally to lcave
round the shirlnking itternal coro a looso and
unstiached skin, The force oOf gravity cou.
tinanlly aoting on this rind draws it oloser snd
cloact to the cocutre, xnd 1, Dot belng able to
coutract, is thrown 1nto ridgea and hollow, ex.
actiy as tho akin of Jried applo wrinkles and
oracks over ita ahronk inalde, An sarthquaksis

oerable, as onco thought), but i generslly
trapped or lassoed.

the oroep produced by this shrinkage, and the

- conrequont crampling and crushing togother o

the rupérdolal dtmin} and aé this toraible orush.
ing togother ostho mittar of whidh the surface
of tho earth {8 chmposéd must pradnes enor-
mond devaldpmoht of Inoa) hoat, wo have at
0104 tha twvo phonomenh corrolatol. W can
4t 10ast Imagino a timap arciving woan the dnle
body of tho ¢arth by orolod down so far tind
sot 50 snlidly that 1t rofurex to contmet any fur-
thor undor tho {nffienco of Internal gravity. It
has sot ke p Plaster cart round our Imagihary
applo. Ilulothe vold thare 10 be loft, thp water
aud alr which now ealivon tho surfuce Inay
ind an oantranco, [Lbis We mady presums {3
have happonod to our sutollitd, nud wo may
imagtne, and perhnpa ovontually daloutate, the
thno when it must oovur to ourtelves. Thus
strangoly doos one suionoo help another, Goo-
logy might at fArst sight seem tho busest of
solohoes, oconcorning horsolf with rooks and
mud; yot sho calls toher ald the moue! ethioreal
of all, and in roturn throws a light on oolestlal
phsnomona othorwiso boyond our comprohon.
sion. From tho silent moon wo fre ablo to
extraot more an stranger information than did
ovor 8iby!, Pythoness, or * Astrologer ot Soor of
old," —XNorih Cliina Herald.
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BCIESTIFIC AND USEFUL,

Tk latest thoory of earthquakes attributas
them to tuo subsidenco of cerumin portions of
tha earth’s surfuce, and uot to tho contractiion
of 1ts crust or 1o volcanio notlon, This view s
put forth by Mr, H. P, Malet in the Geologtoal
Magarine.

Tux \MPROVENENT oF IRON.—N. Th.Bohurer,
{n tho Bayerisohes Indusirte und Gewerde. it
stater, that if oQual par s of elilurides of calelum
and sodlum are added o the Iran in the pud.
dhvg furnace, tho phogphorusis eliminated, tho
puddling process shortoned, aud & botter iron
ohtained. Tho chlorides should bo In about
threo imes L & quaunity of tho phosphorus in
thy iron,

 TuEnRyo Diryusiox.” --It secms to bo esta.
blished, by some experiments of Horr Fedder-
sen, of Lelpzig, published in the Jast pumber of
Podyeudord’s dnnalen, that when a poruus body
1s brought Into tho lorm of a dlaphragm, and
exposed to differences of temperuture on the
tvo sldey, a ourrcutl of gns i3 immcdiately xet,
up from tho cold towards tho warmer sido, The
author reaognlses thils phenomenon as qulte dis-
tinct from ondinury ditfusion, and proposes to
dlstingutsh it ay ¢« Thermo-diffusion,”

A REMARKADLE hypothosis hus been ad-
vanocd 1u Franow to account for the oscurrence
of u «ry hnze visible {n the atmosphero of oer-
wain reglons during dry and =arm wenthior, A,
Calia+ has published a p=por on this subject tn
Les 2ondes. Mo says that st Paris the hazols
1nust coinmonly soen nout tho Liorizonon beau.
tiful suminer moruiugs, whioh are fullowed by
plca-ant days. It has been obssrved at vartous
boighta above the surfooq of ¢ho earth in Ypaln,
Switsorland atd Auvorgne. The authorbsljoves
that §t is produced by the combustion of aoro-
iftes and shooling-stairs, and {s akin to the cos.
mical mattor comjosing the talls of comots,
Tho idea is us fauctful as It is origianl,

Ix & recoud paper on tho geography of the
region about Mount Sinal, Charles Boko, the
Abyssinlan traveller, announces his desiro snd
intonticn of exploring it At en early day, and
requests subsemittom to enable him to fit out
an oxpedition this spring. «There ovght not,”
ho ssys, 10 bs any doubt of the fact that
Mount Sinkl s & volcano, which, though Jong
oxtinct, was in & state of activity at the time
of tho oxodas,” and this 13 ono of the important
questions which he hopes to determino by a
porsonal oxpinration, thus ascertalning ahkso-
lutely ¢« the situation aud charroter of the true
4 Afount of Gud,” on which neconsarily dopends
not only the line of yaarch of ths Children of
Isradl, but te wholo history of tho exodus,”

THE FRvER TREX.—ID & late number of tha
Gazetia Medioade Bohta iaan §ntoresting soovunt
of the Euoalyjius gichulus, an imrmenss treo in-
troduced into voriaus provinoes of Bmuzll from
Austrulia, and called, a8 tn Spain, the f{over
tres, from s « Marvellots resalia in the treat.
mca} of Lntermittent fevers.” Thotreo is0o0los.
sal, sumetimes attainiog o belght of 300 fost,
and a dinmeter of §0 feal, Al pazis are aro-
matlc, less 20 In tho trunk and bark, more soln
the small xoots, fJowers, and leaves., It laa
comparativoly now moedicine, and is given in.
ternally for intermittont fovar, in doscs of from
D¢ to four drachits of the powdered. leaves—
twice during the lntermisslons—or in {nfusionx
(two drachma In four ounoces of balliug water),
marning and avonlpg. Aqueaus and alpoholic
extracly tn doscs of from two to elght gralns,
aro nlso usod for the samyg disease,

BUAINE AS A FORCZ.~A goo! [iluatration
of man's Inabilly tor xell-support, independent
of suusblne, iy ufforded by the fullowing oalcn-
Intion: The mechanical oquivalent-of the ver.
tica! sunehino npon a square milo of the sarth's
surface is computed to Lo 3323,000,000 paands
rulsed a foot high in a second.  Under tho ost
favorable circuinstancoes, o sqnare milo of tes.
restrial sotl recolving this amount of sunshine,
if planted with bananas, would yield, according to
tho extimate of Baron Humoldt, 50,000 tor ) of
nutcitious food yearly. This i& the greatost

j amount of food-pruducing powsr of which the

carth uppoars to bo cupuble, But thisquaniily

of food would suslfice on!y 100,000 mon, whose
; anlted nechanical forco would not ralse more
; thao 10,000,000 pounds & foot high in a ssccud.
It woul , therofare, not bo possible for any
; namber of men, by their rmechsiiloal faros, o
| proluce anything liko & suMotentightand hoat
. 1n the abadnos of sunshine to raise from tbe

soll Ltha {004 needful for {tiair own snppazt.



