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20 The Jowenal of Jgriculture fov Hoba Scotin,

Tothe Editor of the N. S. Journal of Agriculture:

In answer to Col, Laurie's invitation
to farmers to answor Mr Boyd's ques.
tions in reference to wheat growing, I beg
to offer a few observations,

Being located in & section of Cupo
Breton which has always grown wheat
largely, and for the most part successfully,
and which is in many ways analugous to
the district from which Mr, Boyd writes,
I feel that my oxperience should be of
value.

I do not intend to confine my ohserva-
tions to personnl experience, wlich hus
been faitly Inrge, but shull base them
partly on fucts gleaned from the experi-
once of the most suceeasful wheat-growers
ol Mahou and vicinity, numbers of whom
have the pust season harvested from
eighty to two hundred bushels, in sowe
cases reaping twenty-fuld or furty bushels
per acro,

Where my obscrvations conflict with
Col. Laurie’s advice to Mr. Buyd, the
discrepancy may bo accounted for on the
ground of difference of climate, soil, &e.
I shall endeavor to answer Mr. Boyd’s
questions in the order in which thoy are
put.

Ist. “What is the proper time in
spring to sow wheat "—\While there was
danger from weovil we always deemed it
best to sow wheat either very early, say
the latter part of April, or late, say from
1st to 10th of June, imagin.ng by this
ruse to escape the ravages of that destruc-
tive littlo inwect, which was supposed to
bo confined to certain limits, as to time,
in which to commence its depredations,
and which required wheat to be in a cer-
tain stage of development to insure its
success, But, now that all danger from
weevil seems to have vanished, the im-
pression obtains that the seed should not
be put in until the spring has advanced
sufficiently to have warmed and dried the
ground, rendering it in gnod condition for
the plough and harrow.

The objections to early sowing are,
that the cold and wet to which wo are
subject in the carly spring destroy a
great deal of the sced, necessitating much
heavicr seeding, and it is even supposed
tha* the vitality of that which does sue-
ceed in withstanding the deleterious
effecis of the prolonged north-casters to
which we are liable is impaired. These,
however, are objections subject to amelio-
ration under certain circumstanees, such
as warm dry soil, comparative ahseitce of
cold winds, &ec.

2ul. “Is ground planted with pota-
toes for the past two years suitable for
wheat ?"—It is not a common practice
with us to plant potatoes two consecutive
years in the oue picce of ground. But I

should not upprehend any diffieulty in
growing wheut after such usage, provided
u suflicient amount of manurs is applied

as top dressing, well harrowed in, say
enough to insure n good crop of timothy
aud clover, after having yiclded a evop of
whent,

dnl. “Can o good crop of wheat ho
grown where fog prevails in spring ¥
Although not much subjuct to sprinyg fog,
I think we have enbugh to wanunt wmo
in saying that no danger need bo untici-
pated from that quarter. I would be
more afruid of fog during the iipeniny
process ns causing o linbility to rust
Even this danger, I think, can bo reduced
to a minimum by securing that sced least
linble to rust, -

4th.  “ How should the ground be
prepared ¥'—"There atre so many ditferent
kinds of soil, requiring as many different
kinds of treatment, that it would be
difticalt to do this guestion justice in the
limited space for which I would care to
trespass upon you, so L shall mnervly speak
of such ground as is alrendy in such con-
dition as will yield a good crop of hay,
aud has the constituents, aside from barn
yard manure, necessary to produce whoat.

Many plough the lea laud, or sod, in
tho spring, top dress with ban yard
manure, rich compost would be better,
s6w the wheat and harrow in, and have
a fino yield. In fact where the suii is
louse and frinble this is all the treatinent
necessary. A better crop, however, is
secured from the second ploughing of sod
land. That is by takinga crop of sume
other kind of grain off the fivst year, and
the second year ploughing the stubble
under, and top dressing liberally.

The third course is,——a crop of oats, then
a root crop, aml then a crop of wheat, to
be succeeded by a crop of hay. This
last used to be considered the only ortho-
dox way of preparing for wheat, but of
late years the stubble land hassupplanted
it in favor,

There is a decided preference for spring
ploughing in all cases, soine oven laying
stress upon the advantage of sowing as
soon after ploughing as possible. A great
deal, I think, depends on having the
ground well ploughed, and in that condi-
tion when sowed that it will harrow
nicely.

With everything clse * favorable, we
may yet be disappointed in our wheat
crop if we huve not the right kind of
seed, that which does weil in one lucality
often proving a complete failure in ano-
ther. At present ‘n this district the
“ Tost Nation” bears the palm, being a
strong feeder, with little or no liability to
rust.  The * Golden Drop,” when not
affectod by rust, has yielded well. The
% Rio Grande,” introduced here last spring,
promises to be a good wheat. The * Lost
Nation " requires to o sown as carly as
the ground can be prepared for it, as it
takes ahoyt o fortnight longer to mature
than most opher kinds,

In writing as I have done on whaat
cilture, my desire ling beon to show that
uo fancy cultivation is necessary to socure
a grood wheat crop, in some instances a
fancy crop; and that it is within the
rench of evory farmer, able to handle a
plough and spread wanure, to mise his
ownt bread.  What may be obtuined hy
fancy cultivation, I wount't undertake to
say. Suflicient for the present is that
method which is within the reach of
every practical farmer.

In reply to the fifth question, ¢ What
work on agriculture would you recom-
mend ' I would in addition to Col
Laurie's recommendation of * Waring's
Book of the Fang,” and *“ Dr. Dawson's
Agriculture,” recommend “The Farmer's
Advocate,” a monthly magazine published
in London, Ontario, price $1.00. A
want is supplied by a periodical of this
kind which no published work on agri-
culture can fitl.

Joan McKEey.

Mubou, C. B., March 6th, 1380.
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Ix an article in the Infernational Re-
vietn Hon, Professor Lyon Playfair advo-
cates technical education as the logical
and necessary supplement both to Free
Trade and to Protection. He oxpressed
esgentially tho same view as that present-
cd some time ago in an address to the
Technological Institute of Halifux, that
thoe real basis of progress in a country is
nat its natural resources, nor learning, nor
even political institutions alone, but the
suitalle education of its people. The
working men of the conntry are not to be
treated and spoken of as so many “ hands,”
but as *“heads” This is an old notion
in Germany aud in Scotland, where John
Knox insisted that a portion of the edu-
cation should be directed to “thoso
studies which the people intend chiefly to
pursue for the profit of the common-
wealth.,”  Seotland and Scotchmen have
reaped and are now reaping great practi-
cal benefits from what John Knox insisted
upon, and the most advanced education
ists in every civilized country at least see
the necessity of sditing education, like
everything clse, to the different kinds of
work which it is expected to perform.
Fifty years hence people will wonder how
the world could move when farmers, doc-
tors, sailors, statesmen, miners, lawyers,
builders, artists, soldiers, clergy, distillers,
fishermen, bakers, ivon workers, were all
run through the same educntional mould.

Tre Ellesmers Pig from Lucyficld
Farm, that took first prize ot the Pro-
vincial Exhibition, and also Alderman
Fraser's Condiment Prize, was sold to Mr.
Buratt, Mount Uniacke, and yielded,
when dressed, 650 Iba, of excellent pork.
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