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verted into a channel wbich will bringa
-wealth. and poe to the Parent State,
instead of carrying off the elements of
national i)rosl)eritY to enricli foreigil
powers, or build uip new nations who

'Il be ber rivais iii the future. At
the present time, the statesmien of
Canada are opening up to civilization
a vast wviderness in the north-wvest,
cap>able of giving bread to many mil-
lions, and are using their best efforts
to conneet that vast region wvith the
railway system of the continent. A
pooect like this canuiot be coîîsîdere(i
as purîely colonial iu its conception an(l
resuits. On the coîîtrarv, the con-
struction of a Canadian Pauitic Riail-
'vav must have a renmarkabie effeet on
the destinv of the Emipire iii America;
for it will carry along -withi it the
elements of wealth, open up a road to
China and Japan througli B ritisit tcer-
ritory, and give continuitv and sta-
bilitv to a new~ nationalitv stretcbing
froni ocean to ocean, whose future ca-
reer cani onIv be eontrolle(i by somne
generous ami far-sigyhted Imiperiai po-
licy in the present, whiclî will briug
the Parent State andl the (lelendency
imnîediately together ii) the closest
possible union, not niereiv of senti-
nient, but of self interest.

he isolation of one section of the
Emipie from the other is the inevit-
able se(iuence of the present conîdition
of tbings. The colonies may unite
,%vith one another for their owni poliui-
cal ami commercial lur)os(s ; but
whilst sucb consolidation mnay be niost
îîdvantageous to them, it Cani oully
tend to the disintegration of tbe Ent-
pire in the future, bx- naking colo-
niial interests more an(l more distinct
froui those of the Empire at large.
These premises being granted-and it
is impossible to sec biow they can be
derîîed-the question will naturally

ase as to the best means of bringing
Colonial and Imperial interests into
the closest harînony. How is it pos-
sible to bring together into an Impe-
rial Federation s0 miany diverse inter-
est1s as are represented by the colonial

i ependencies of CGreat Britain ? One
Parliament for the Empire, composed
of represeutatives from ail sections,
wouid be, in the opinion of niost per-
sons, more or less a politicai Babel.
But it miiglit not be imp)ossible to de-
vise a systeni whichi wouid enable
thiose depeîîdencies now enjoying par-
lI ainentary institutions to i e reî)re-
sented iii a general counicil of the
nation. if the Federai 1îrinciple
could be applied to aIl those sections
of the Emnpire, where such a systein
wVoIil( be susceptible of practical ap-I
p)licationi, ami a Federal Parliament
could be orgaîîized to tical with al
great questions of îpeace and war, of
comumerce and trade, and such other*
niatters as might affect the Empire as
a whole, wfiilst the internai afl*airs of
tue BJritish Isies ami of eaclî depend-
enex'v volild be arranged iii local legyis-
latures ; t hen thiere woui(i be a Britisih
Enipire in reaîity as well as iii naine. *
Or, if so grand an idea is neyer to, be
realized-,ind( no doubt the difficuities
in th- -way are verv great-is it not
possible for tue geiiius and wvisdlom of
the statesien of the Emipire to, de-
vise a means of giving, at ieast, Inl
I)erial unitv in mnatters of commerce,
(lefence, aîîd emîgriationi.

Aireadv is the C idea of a chîange il'
the relations hetween the dîflèrelit
plarts of the Empire gaining grouiid
bothi in the colonies anJ England, snd
before miaîî years pass away wve miaN
sec the commencement of a inoveieult
in the direction of so grand a scbeine.
The statesmien of the inother countrY
wiil be probabîy the first to muove il'
tlîis mnatter. Tuie people of the Cana-
dian Domninion are niow busily engaged
in carrying on the great work of in'
ternal consolidation and developulent
of which t'onfederation was the be-
ginning; and tue q1uestion of Federa-
tion of tue Empire in Canada as 1
Great Britaini has not assumned a pract1-

ical shape, but is stili the tlîeiOOf

Since the above was written, a %vritr in th
WetnntrRevietv advocates, at sontie iengt Uic

application of the i'ederal principle to the E-niPire.
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