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TIIE FORCE 0F EXAMPLE.
"4 "MAN is influcnced b>' lis sturroundings." Thîis

- - fact wc catne deny; es'cn iiter-aure and science
couifirin it. If wc giance aver the litecaînre af lte past
Nve find tlîat (lutin& every periad af aur laîîguage, aur
Engiish writers have becti iîîfluctîced b>' lte caonditioni ai
the country at te lime îiiey wrote. Raîiîd ev'cry great
Itistorical cvent, sucli as the Refortitioti, or Frenchi Roi'-

ition, wc find gatltere(l a great (leai ai literature. Sa
in science we f'ttd men adtuate(i by lte deeds af tîtose
around tliin ta sturpass, if pîossible, iaîest scentific (lis-
cos'eries. But coining ta te cs'<.nts of eî'ery day life wu
ftnd siniffler prooa f aitIis fact ; we must ail caîfuiss tîtat
iii order ta iinake lufe eîîjoyvable, we are, ta a certain ex-
lent, ciepetident an anc anoîlier, îie are at tituies cotin-
1uelled la iiiale tue examic af sotnie friend, or to iook,
ta anc aiotîter for -Avîice. Ilardly any otie is so self-
îvilled as ta discard cî'er>' ad'i ce or plan, except, tluat
wtichlîite liiseif lias ariginatcd. 'I'ltougli sane thiiîk it

bencalth tîteir diguîîty ta ioilow, iii any va>', the examî>ie
ai tiiose araund tiicm, yct, even sucli pcrsans uncan-
sciaulSy are ledl by a1Iirs ta do0 acîs Wltict, 11L likeh',
the' titcmseives îvoîîd ever have titoug' lit af, iiad tliev

been sîitit away froin tue siglît ai an>' htim;m being-.
Frani infancy we are led b>' exaniple ta aciopt the

habits and cutstoms af tîtose around us. A ciîild before
being able ta speak is led intîsincti'el> ta certain actions,
but tîte ver>' first steps iii that cltild's education are
maldcd îhirougli thte tcacluing andexii ai te niotier,
or thiose ini viose care it is piaccd. If a ciil ai civil-
ized parents ivere placed on an il 0fte barbarous islands
of the far off Paciic, and brouglit up by the natives
there, is it unlikely ta suppose it w'ouid g.aw up as tîtose
natives?, And coming aiong dawn tîtraugli inan's career
froni cltildhood ta aId age, we find fia pcriad wlucn a per-
san is nat incincd, ta some extent at least, ta failow thc
exampie set down b>' somne companion wîidu whlorn lie may
have frequent intercaurse. No doubt titis inclination gradu-
aliy decrcascs as a persan procceds from, youth ta mxanhiood.
The youîlîfui mind is naîuraiiy led ta follows the precepîs
of tîtose 'vho arc aider. Hlence lte neccssity ai good
example befare tîtose wiuo arc yauînger tItan we. Good
exanîple is a dut>' w'e owe ta aur country, as iveil as ta
our God. W~hat constilutes man with ail the wisdomn and
facilities w~hiich lie is capable ai possessing? Is it not
awing, ta a great exteuit, ta the uîraucr training lic hias
reccivcd during bis youth ? Why arc n'e wliat we' are?
WVhy arc we a Chîristian comrnunity ? Is it nat, in tnany
cases, awing ta the fact, Iluat aur fore-fathiers wcrc suclu?
Did flot thecir exampie and character mouid us thuis?
Ves, noa doubt many arc indebtcd ta kind friends for the
exampie they set before tlîcmn in carl>' yauth. Aiîd ihiat
nian vhîa lias, in his >'ouîh, been surrounided b>' bad cx-
ample, and wîho lias succcded in slîunniîîg the cffects af
such, is a credit ta himseli and the camnmunity ta sî'lich

lie bel'ongs, for, how~ often thc hiabits of parents follow
their ciiildrcn. W~hen wc corne to the pcriod of man-
hoad, wc ftnd tic sanie tendency ta copy, to imitate; that
facully which was so particularly marked in the ancient
Cuits, a race frain whoin let us claim dèscent. And tlîat
faculty of irnitating the ecarnple of others we must
acccpt; ail our lueé is gaverned by prccpts and laws pre-
v'iotisly laid down by olliers, and so perfect have ail the
différent departients af lufe become that there is left
liardly any room to originate anything new, ani if a man
starts ont on something w'lich lie fancies ncwv in tliouglit,
lie is likeiy ta fail into the track af sonie one who lias
gonc before.

But example lias not so rnuch ta do \,viîli out mental
lire as aur physical. The care of the body is the prinici-
pal cancern af most men, and in luis mattcr w'e arc
guide1 b' ex'anhle. Eî'cry mati secs for limself uliat
occupation or mode af life %vould be likely to bc most
suitable for lîjîni, and tiien adopts that course, seeing thtat
sucli lias proved a success witli otiiers. WVe are living iii a
tirne wlien people 'look incre ta the cffect produced by
«an%' cause, titan ta the cauise itself, and we generaily find
that any cause that praduces a good eft'ect, las lenty of
followers. Onr Chiristian Religion progresses owing ta
te effect it produces an its followers, and once people
becoie convinced of the fact tlîat the effect is a good
one, once tiîcy sec tc good example af its followcrs,
the>' become persuaded ta join aur ranks. Sa in any de-
partnent of life, pecople 'wiill foilow any good example
whlen tlîcy sec the effect hikeiy ta foliaw, ami on the gaod
example af the members of any Christian saciety de-
pends the succcss af tlîat saciety. And people are so,
liable ta judge ail b>' the failure ai a fev that it necessi-
talcs strict regard on tue part af every mnember ta the
rulcs af the society to wliich lie belongs. It may be said,
and it is, pcrlîaps, true. 'hat the reason we have so inany
sceptics in the %worid ut the preserit day is, because peo-
ple judge that if cvery man belonging ta a religious sect,
(toes nat do his duty, thereforc ail are alike. This, how-
ever, is a ivrang idea; dicre may be goad and bad in
cver flock, and because one man daes not do bis duty, it
docs flot foliow that aIl are alike.

We sec then that mn fromn the cradie ta the grave is
led by tcaclîing aîid exampie ta adopt measures most
beneficial for bis own good. But whîat is teaching %vith-
out exampie ? A man ia>' be a teacher or a preacher
cixiier, ail the days of lus life and yet accornpiish vcry
littie, if te fails ta show, by lus example, the cffect af
sucli tcaching an lîimself. A man must, ini ail cases, -walk
in accordance iil luis profession, if lie expects ta pros.
per; if lie be a minister of the Gospel, lie must walk as
beconîeth a mn of tiîat profession. A mn in an>' public
poasition in lufe must first win the conidetnce of the people
with wshom, he lias ta deal, before bis voice ivili have
cifect in swaying thetn according ta Itis wishcs, and hie


