
OLD NlTMX2 Y EW SCIENCES. 35

of the Bible ini aliy language are carlier thain the four-th centur%

of tlhc Christian era, andi this gencai1ogyv rnust have l)CCU copied
andl rC-colied rnanv tinjes before thiat. Nuinhers are l)articu-

la-rlv liable to undergo change ini this process. In ail otir

cxisting uîanuscripts these nunibers are written out ini full,

buit for othier purposes iiunîlcbrs have tusualh' in -Hcbrcw heen
expresscd by' the letters; of the alphazbet, and'it is cluite possible
thant this iav' hav'e 1)ecn the carlier practice iii thec tc.xt of the

Bible as %%CI] as clsewlhere. A copyist wlio liad corne under
the influence of soin current v'iew as to the lengý,th of life ini

the earliest, tirnes igh-lt niake the slight, change iieccssary 1Q

liave the tcxt conforin to this. and do0 it in ail good faith.

Once the change was mnadec it would be easilv 1)el)ptulated
ulidex hike influience. Attention lias alreadv. ini the previaus

pape-. bcil calle(l to the fact thiat ini tiiese vcry genealogies
thec figutres are given (Iiffercnl 1w the lichreu tcxt, the Saxua-
ritani version, and tuie Greck Septuagint, while a furtiier v'aria-
tion is found ini josephîns. This ini itself is certainly suspicious
as slîowving thiat lilherties hiave beexi takeu sonîewvhere. BIut

on tuie other band, a]l four sets of figrurcs, tio ugli differing-
bni ame luxindrcds of vears frorn eaclh other, agrc in appar-

cuiti nîaking inaîî's life theni at lcast ten tiinies as long as it

is non-%. Their agreemnut on thant point ratiier ixîdicates thiat
whatev'er the original miay hav'e becu, it silggcstcdl souîething

like ilhat. Certaliv. if the figuires were raised by' alur copvîst
it rnuist. hiave 1)CCIl at a verv cariv periodI-lolng before auy

of these versions wcre mîade.

Othiers have adol)tcl the vien', tha-ýt the vears in tis table
are not solar vears iikc ours. but luliations rcp)rcseuitiuga., period
wlcu tunie was couîîtcd 1w the moon. Ilcrefore to get the
real lexngthi of thecir lires. ive iuust dinide thienx ail bv t\wclve or
ti-rtecen. This vouIld rceniore aitl difficuity, especiahir if %wc takze

the îîunîbilcrs inii lic Grcck veso.But ulnfortunatelr for the
thicoru-. lixe wvord ini thc anom-ial is thc reguila-r vor<i cverywvliere

iised for the ordiuairr solar vcar. and there is no cvidciuce what-
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