MONTREAL LIFE

A stonc was placed on the mouth of the grave, and the
masons mortared it down; soil was spread on the top and
sown with corn in rows, so that it wonld he impassible to
disturb it without detection,  The Commissioner and his
friends watched the process from beginmng to end, and were
the Jast to leave the spot, excepting for the fait'yul Nellama;
but she too had to ereep siway as the night tell.

But all unseen to the watehfuleyes of Nellaamia, on the ntorn.
ingof the {fourth day a tinyinscet entered the geave. 1t moved
timidly—pausing, hesitating, and making asthough it would go
back, yet slways returning and steadily progressing, With the
unerring instinet of its species it advanced until it reached the
motionless body. 1t mounted inch by inch with laborious
perseverance, vetracing its steps, exploring,  feding, tosting
with its tiny antennie, til) it came 10 the closed and sightless
eyes. There it stomd, as motionless as the unconscious man,
except for the uervous tremor of the antenmce. Suddenly it
turned and left the body. making straight for the hole by which
it had cuterad, <o cunningly bored through the unburnt brick
and the plaster into the soft earth beyond.  Hours passed, and
nothing moved within the living grave, At widnight, two
slender horas were pushed through the tunned, and the pioncer
descended thewall onits old track. 1t had enrried its messagre
to the hordes of its clan, and legon upon legion tullowed in its
train. The sonl saw it all, and 2 grent sgony scized it It
strove to speak; it strove to move that maortal log, through
which it was wont to find mess for the expression of its
cmotions, and to feel earthly pleasure aud pain. One shake of
the hand, once thrust of the foot, and the fue with its legions
would flee. But the soul was powerless. On sereimed the
torrent in an cver-increasing fload, till it grew to o vast,
secthing mass of busy atoms, On, on went the pioncer of the
hand till oace wore it stoad before the sightless eves.

Peran was to lic in his grave till the green biade sprauge
above it. Both he and his father had expressed thar willing-
ness to ke that period longer. The okl Peroo had been
huricd from sced-time till harvest, and the yowszer man had
no reason to doubt that bix powers were nferior to those of
his ancestor.  Rut the Commissioner willed it otherwise.  He
said that he would be content to have the corn in Jdic green
blade—so gocs the story,  Nellama was conuting the days to
her hushand’s release. She had chasen the fowl whieh was to
make bis first dish of nourishing mallagataway, She promised
herseli that the broth should be strong and gaod, and aisched
with stimulatimgg herb and sead.

Oa the mormnyg of the appmnted day. Runga chasnced to
pass her in the village strect: there was it grim and eval smile
upon lus face wihich she did not uaderstand.  \Why shauld he
siule as lns successtul nval™s hour of toumph drew near? A
Iarze crowd gathered to sce the oncnmnyg of the grave. Mcen
with shovels stoad ready ta remave the carth ot the budding of
the Comumissioner.  But hefore the order was gaven, bic and bz
fncads fully satisficd themsclves that there had been ne
trickery.

** Neither food nnr air can possibly have been introduced, as
faras leansce. By all the laws eof nature the man ought tobe
as dead as a red herring.”” <ai® wne of the scientitic sicn.

But the Commissinner deel not laok at all anxious.

** We shall find him alive all right, but rather cxhausted,
probably,  These Hindus, undoubteldly, kaow somctiung
about this mysterious state called saspended animation,” he
replied. .

A the zaven siznal the canlics set to wark; the stone was
bared, the mortar was chipped away, and the heavy slab
leverad ap.  The Comunssinger hunselt was thie first o desectud
into the zrave, followed quickly by Peran’s father. Nellama,
prompted by love aud curinaity, pressed forward through the
throng, and leancd over to lonk nte her hushand’s toamb,
The air was rent by a ternble shnck, there was a ory of
constemation from the Englishmen, and a groan of despair
from Peroo’s father.

A white skeleton Iay at their feet.  Perao hiad wmet with the
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one dread fate that is so much feared by all who practise his
art.  He had been eaten by ants. No eall, save the last Great
Call on the Judgment Day, could ever veclothe his departed
soul werth flesh.

Iitterly did his young wife blase herself that her cyes had
tailed to deteet the hole so cunningly bored.  But detection
was impossible, for the fiend who had made it had plagged it
with sweetened rice flour, knowing well that no creature on
carth but an qt would discover it, and that the discovery
would be swift and sure.

MUSICAL NOTES.

A T the fisst annual mecting of the Musiciaus® Henevolent
Society the following were clected ofticers for the year:
R. Gruenw:add, Mus. Dir., president ; Professor von Konigsherys,
vice-president 1 M. J. B. Roy, sceretary, J. O'Dounell. treasurer:
Messrs, P Cameron, Geo. Marshall and Chas. Murphy, finance
committee, and | Ratto and W, Sullivan, trustees.  After
the seeretary's amld treasurer’s reports were read, the president
congratulated the saciety upon the progress made since its
foundation, and the steadyinerease of members, including now
the foremast of Montreal’s teichers and musicians.  Some
entertainments will shortly be given for the benefit of the
society. which will, no doubt. receive the encouragement such
st society deserves at the hands of the public.

NEW patriotic song has heen published by Whaley, Royce
43 & Ca, the words of whicii arc by a young Montrealer,
Mr. Norauan 8. Rankin, the music heing by Mr. | S, Imolittlc.
The song is entitled ** For Canada aud Empire.” and is dedi-
citted to the semibers of chie Canading contingents to South
AMrca. Doth wards :und music are pleasing and the song
should bhecome quite papular.

'I‘Hli choral cvent of the scason in Montreal will be the

conicert of the Meotet Chair, which is announced for
January 30, 3w the Windsor iall, with the great Bispham as
Thix will be Mr. Bispham's first visit to Montreal,
and his stz will be s revelation to those who arce fortunate
to hear him. It s an cducation in itscll to hear artists of the
stamp of Mr, Bispham, and the hall should be crowded to hear

salmst.

this gpeeat singer.  He will sing ¢ Erlkoniz™  (Schulbert).
* Widhmung™  (Schumanms), *bic Elire Gottes™  (Becthoven)

and ather sclectinns, The Motet Choir will also <ing a
splaudud programme of psals, part songs, ete., by the followve
g compasers. Mendelssohn, Sir Gea, Martin, Sie Frederick
Brudge, Henry Leglic, Henry Smast, J. L. Hatton, Sir AMexamder
Mackenzic.

LITERARY WOMEN OF MONTREAL.

\’-EXT WEEK'S LIFE wi be of saascalialerest. A brilfastly wrillea asd pro-
7 Giey Umtrated article ea * The Literary Women of Moalreal,™ wi! accapy
sevenal pages. This shelch of 2 namber of the mast gifted of Cazada’s dasghters
is cettain to altract 2 great deal of atleation, 23d caznet bot add to the steadily
groamg repnlalon of “ide iZwtnaled bome paper of the besl peple in the
Do=imaa.” The regalz: depaciments wil be fa0y ap o the stasdaed & ixlerest.

As an evidexe of the growth of MONTREAL LIFE'S reputation, the folowing
sa=pie 1mstake may be mealwned: Last weeh a leller was receved from the
cltee of Blaxo y Negra, the great come paper a=d Tastrated review of Maénd,
Spam, reguestag that MONTREAL LIFE shouid exchaage with thal psblication,
This is caly onc oal of maay sech oxewrences that might be cited. Inquines ate
be'eg received A'mast daTy from Camadians reddizg abread, whe waat LIFE ia
order hat they may keep ia toceh with Cazadiaz ewenls.



