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‘Yo she E200r of the Wesle)an,
l‘&ﬂl“‘s ON BURNET'S EXPusIFiON OF TiL
. ELEVENTI! ARTICLE,

80f the Justficationof Man."

% We are accounted Righteous befure God
*only forthe tirrit of our Lord sud Saveue
« Jesus Christ. by Faith, and wot fur our van
“ Works or deservivge.  Whareluro, that we
“ gre Justified by Paith ouly is o mast whole.
“sotae ductriie, nad very ful} of comloct, a8
* ore larpely 15 eaptessed ju the vty of
# Justifeation.”

Whatever diversity of views may exint
among Christians, they are unanimous on
one subject, and that ia the pre.enunent un-
portance of a sinuer's justificanon before
God, wncluding the nature of justitication,
snd the evangelically coustituted and re.
vealed terins whereby a man becames just
with God. An cuquiry of this itnport 18 the
first proposed by an ungodly soul when tus
true state of guilt and danger, 15 feelingiy
apprehended. ‘Then he exclauns * \What
must [ doto be raved?” ‘l'o furtsh the
graciously suflicient anewer to this detnand,
a8 well by satisfymng the justice of God, as
to lay ample ground for a minnes’s hope,
was the grand reason for the Incarnation
and vicanous deathof “the only bepatten
son of God." He shull be called Jerus,
for he shall eave lny people from therr
sing,"”’ *once in the cend of the world haths
he appeared to put away #1n by the sacnfire
of himsel.” Precious truths that are above
coraparison with “fine gold or chowce sil-
ver."”

‘The intrinsic cxcellence of this part of
the “truth as 1t 18 in Jesus™ is a suflicient
reason far the general aitention it has
commanded, amoung those of reputanon, in
the different rcctions of the Chureh of
Christ from the carliest ages, more particu-
larly siace the glorous reformation fron
Popery. Indeed the nature of justification,
and its scriptural condition, constitute the
principal pointe of difference between the
Reformed Churches and the adherents of
the Pope.  Luther's judement on this
subject is well and strongly expressed in
the words « the Christ:an Church stands or
fal s with 1" Closely all:ied whereto s
the teaching of the Church of Lngland,
¥ thiy 1 the strong Rock and Foundation oy
Christian Religion.””  “That Church there.
fore very properly, has an article on * the
justification of man,*” the substatce where-
of isto be taught to her congregaunas by a
Clergy whose assent to s doctnue, has
been attested by their personal subscrip.
tion. ‘The former pzrt o thus article s
happy and smost usetu} conformty to the
‘whole scriptures,and especially to the New
Testament. The inference contained in
the second part, ¢ that we are justiied by
faith only,” being preciscly correct, s
strongly asserted. Tora more ample ex-.
position of this brief, but richly expresave
Fhmsc. we are referred 1o the - Homly of

ustificition.” “T'hat Homily thercfore must
be regarded with equal deference as the
article. The doctrine of both butng the
-same, they 1o otherwise differ than 3 Jeat
enveloped in the bud, or expanded to its
full natural proportions ; or a chronomates
vicwed in its index only or whea sty parts
are exhibited, aud their uses pointed vut by
a skilfol mechanician.

The Church of England hrs, perhaps
wisely, abstained from any avthentauve
explanation of the Article. Such an ex.
planation, if definne, must always have
iven offence to not a few of fier sons, who

iave ever eatertained 2 vancty of epinions

on most subjects vf Christian doctning, and
ccclesiastical discipline.  Bot individuai
divines of her com:nunion have 1a several
instances, published ther wiews of the
formularics and doctrines of the National
Chuerch.  OF these, Bshop Burnet 1s nat
the least. 1his expositton of the Thiriy-
ninoarticles hasjustly been heldin greatcs.-
teem,because Lt containsa vaststore of learn-
ing on sacred subjecisand animpartial state.
'thent of- those conflisting conses, in which
" ‘the doctrinal arficlos, have been understood
*. by iinintérs -and others. That this pre-
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tale has written on the article relating to
justification ments wttention in these days,
not ouly becanee of the noble testunsny n
bears agzinst the Papistical notwns o1
Justification, now an exteasively taught w
the Church of England, butalvo heecause of
the manner wherew lic explamns the *lanly
that wastrumentally justitics  On accoun
of the former he has merted the commen.
dation of every mtelhigent Prowestant, bu
that i the latter he has gone bemde the
*oracles of God" ard the Homly way be
made to appear without ditficulty.

Justsfication acecording to Burnet,vs for
*a man’ to obtau ¢ the favour of God by
amere act of Ius grace, or upon some con
suleration not founded on 1the hohiners or
wment of the person b meelf "' “I'h-o agrees
substantiadty with the Homly on Salvation,
“every man of uecexsity 11 constramed to
reck tor another pgahicousness or justiien.
tion” than he can procure fur hunself * 1o
be recetved at God's own hands, that s te
~ay the forgiveness of bus sing and treapgs.
ses 1n ruch thingsas he hath offended
The senpural warrant for this e Acts, i,
25, 29, be vt known unto you theretore,
mea and brethren, that thraugh ths wnan e
preached unto you the forgveness of sine,
wd by hun all that wehieve are yusttied
trom all things from waich ye could not be
Justitied by the Jaw of Moses.  “The gren
constderation upon wWhich Gad retes men's
stha 13 ¢ Chrst's merits™  Hi becommg
obed.ont unto death cven the death of the
cross, who 1s the brightness of the Father’s

wlory aml the express unage of s person,
“he whomnr we have redemption through hes
bluod, the forgiveness of rine, aceordue te

the riches of tus graee, hph. 1. 7. The

hy faith enly*  So sqys St Paol
m, 21,

Jesug, whom Gad huth st forth to le ¢
mopmaton througzh faith 1 has blood, to

of sus tiat are past,
his righteousness 3 that he uught be just,

Jesus,  Where s boasting then ?
cluded. By what law!  Of works?  Nagy,
but by the Jaw of fath, theretore we con.

these wmgpired sentences. !
« part” of G 1n our justtication, and the
“part” of Christ adds  upon our past true
and Inely faith n the merits of Jeans
Clirist.”  Agamn, “ St Paul declareth™
“ pothicg upon the benalf of man concera.
wmg his justification, but only a true and
lively fanth?  Yet agamn, Christ 1s now:
the righteousness of all them that traly do
behere 1in him.”  Such 13 the editymng
agreement on tirs vital doctrine between
st Paul, the Artecle, andthe Homily. 1t
were (o be wished that Burnet’s exposition
could be added also 5 but that bus views do
not comerde with thece staadarde, wall ap.
pear i the sequel.

The scriptural character of jurtification
and the faith whereby it s embraced, stands
at an cqual d-stance from justification
through the sacraments, and from justifica-
tion by works.,  Formerly it was cons:der-
cd that Sacramenial justeficalion was a
tenet peculiar 10 the Pipests. The Lmes
are now altered. The alteration is a moure.
ful detenoration t theological belief and
teacling. Scveral diunes of the Chureh
of England, sircnuourly inculcate thss
once exploded and pernscious dogiaa of the
Romanists, justfication is desenibed as
 the act of God imparting his diviae pres-
ence to the eoul, through baplism, and fo
making us temples of the Holy Ghost.™ Dr.
Puscy’s letter to the bishop of Ozlord, p
0. They censure those who hold that

23, bewg ustfied freely by his gr‘m»}
through the redemprion that s in Cunee (W€ have just reason to reyeet 1t o fince alvo

ance of God ; to declare 1say at thes tune’

clude that a wan = justafied by 1aath wath.
ont the doeds of the law.  The languayre] ;
of the Honuiy beautdully harmonises with -3 evenone ot the “most nuschievous.!
¢ v ‘The writer ot 1t 13 to te detested an belunging to the

that decument having brietly deseribed lho‘

justifisatica is not necessarily the gift of

tiud through Ina sacratnents ; and cundemn
a stronZ terms thoo who do not revert to
their baptistn and their being then engraft.
«d into Christ, but to thesr faith in Christ ae
“he act whereby they were justitied.  ‘The
mshop of London, in hus recent charge, has
said, * 1 cannot tharefore deny 1t to be the
docteine of our Church that baptam e .
stemnentaily connected with justification ™
« Justitication begins 1n baptaan, when the
chilcren of wrath are regencrated by
water and the Holy Ghost, and made the
“hildren of God, remisxion of mins 1s ox

pressiy declared to be then gwen, and re

mission of swme tnphes justitication, in the
dropet seuse of the tera,' we need not insist
on the evudent discropancy between thi
Juctrine and that of the Article and Honnly
1borve quoted, but shall satisfy ourselves by
transicting W our calumng, the judicious
wd strongly expressed sense of bishop
Buraet, in tus own language. * It a tenet
of the Church of Rome, that the use of the
sacraments, it mendn not put a bar tothen,
and they have only nunpestect acts of sorraw
accompanying them, do so far complete
thuse acts as o jusafy us. ‘s we do
utterly deny as i doctrine that tends toen.
ervate att rehzion 5 and to ke the sacra.
ments, that were appaunted 10 be the golemn
acts of reugion tur qaickenay and excitiag
our piety, and tor conveying geace 1o e
upon our comeny devoutly to them, hecome
means to tlatter aad deaden un § asaf ey
were cf the nalure of charms, wiuch
they coulu be come at, though with ever so
~hzht a preparation, would wakeup all de.
tectk.  T'fie doctrinie of gacrainental jusu.

itication s Justly 1o be reckoned among the
finost marchierous of all thase practical
condition uponeinch gustitication e gramtet (CF708S that are m the Church of Rewe
to pemtent men i< “ fanh' < we are Justihien | Sice theretore the i now here mentoned
Kom 1@t thoee large discourses that are m the

New ‘Pestament concermng jusutication,

the nutural consrquence vl thy ductnne s
1o mal.e tmen rest contemted 1 low, wiper-

declare Ins nghteousness for the remuscon 1 16€1 3718, when they can be =0 cunly made
throueh the tarbear. | 90 bY 2 sacrameat, we have just reasn to
L

detest st as one of the depths of Saton ; the
tenddency o1 ® being winshe those wrdinan.

and the yustitier of fum witich believetl ju ! €68 of the Go-pel, which were given us ay
It 1 ox. | WCans to ke whien our tath and ro

utance,
yecome engines 1o encourage sloth and wm.
penisuce. Let these words be well
weyned.  The ductrine denounced 18 a
“ hateful tenet of the Church of Rome”

depths of Satan, and 1t teadency 2 to pre-
vent the divinely appoinied mecans of grace
mto the sad occasions first of wndifference,
then of irrehigion,

Thus far Burnet has rendered grest
fervicy to the cause of saving truth, and
has uttercd the judgment of the Englsh
Reformers; but i otkier parts of his Ex-
position of the Eleventh Article he has
shown Mmself to helong to another Theo
logical Schivo).  Net havng Lept close 10
the authurised expianation of the Article he
hasvancd:xlso(romthcpcrs?xcucuswachmg
of the Holy Scrpturcs.  Right knowledge
of theappmuicd instrument of our justifica-
tionis cqually, perhaps cven mote, noces.
sary than correct apprchensions of that
blevsang cons dered by ateell.  Hercin the
Artiele and Hemuly partake of .the per.
spicunty of the Seripturen. Notso the Ex.
pesiton.  The faith which justifies s pre.
sented to ts as an enhghlened and ex.
clusive trust o Chirast, bothan the Hamiiy
and tne word of Gud, “ and therelore we
must trust only «n Qod's merey. and that
racnfice whiah our Iigh Tnest and
Savwour Christ Jesus, the eonaf God, once
offered for us upon the cross to obtain
therevy God's grave and remisaion.” Hom
pt.® “For the night and true Christian
faithis notonly to believe that boly Scrpt-
ure and 3l the foresaud articles of our
Faith are trae, wat 2lso o havse a sure trust
aad confidence in God's merciful promsses
to be saved from everlasting damnation by

=
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Christ.” *For how can a man have this
*rue faith, this sure trust and confidence ia
Giod, that by the monts of Christ, his sine
g forgiven, snd he reconciled to the favour
of Gob. ard to be partaker of the Kin

if Hoaven by Christ, whon ke hivoth us.
rodly and denyeth Chnst in lus deede?
Surely no such ungodly man can have this
‘aith and trust in God, Hom.p.3. Sothe
Scriptures *in i Jesus Christ “ shall
.he Gentiles trust.” Rom. xv, 13 That
we should be to the prawe of his glory, who
frut trusted 1 Christ, in whomn yo slee
‘rusted aftor that ye hicard tho word of truth,
the gospe) of your salvation, in whom alee
sfter that ye bolieved yo were sealied with
that Holy Spirit of promue.  Ulph. 12, 13,
« ‘T'rust * therefore is the Secrntural
synonyme for “fanh,” and therefore it in
acither “ohedience” conndered as practi.
cal subnussion 1o the laws of the Gospel
nor thaee fruita of the Spirit whose combi.
nation and waturity n Christians make
them * perfect and coure wantsng nothing.'
Fauhinthe seaen of atlactinnale trust, e
to be regarded as alone wstrumental in
cubracizy remssion of sins. Ne other
grace does thia office. lts province i
pecubar. Were 12 possible that all other
truns of the Spirit should be present ia
tium that beheves, they neither justify hing,
nor dothey contnibute to kis juatification,
wera 1t posmble that they should be ab.
sent from one who behieveth with his hears.
This fasth wuuld ba unto nighteousness.
*Only Fauh” bewg pmediately and indis.
pensably necessary o3 sinner's justifica.
tion.

On this important point, Buraet's Es.
positinn 18 cqually unsatisfactory and gn.
seriplural.  He evidently departs frowm the
<imple views of the Sacred writers, whick
have been well expreseed inthoso formuls
tics, whose gratutous expounder he Le-
camne. He thus enters upon the sccond
prncmal termoan the Ardicle. ¢ ‘The noxt
tern to be cxplamed 13 Jath, which in the
New Teatament stands gencerally {or the
campler of Chnsuamiy, in ‘oppnrsition te
the Law wlichstands as generally for the
crmplex of the whole Mogaical disponss.
ton,  So that the fu:th of Chnast, is equiva.
fent to this the Gospel of Christ. “The
behieving thus  revelation, and that preat
article of it, of Christ’s being the Son of
Gnd, and the true Morsiah that came to
reveal the Father’s will, and to offer him-
velf up to be the sacrifice of this new
covenant, is often repreaonted as the grest
and only condition of the covenant on our
part, but still thus fanth tmust receive the
whole gospel, the yrreepts as wellas the
rromuses of it, and rcceive Christ as a
Prophet to teach, anda King to nule, s
well asa Prieatto rare ve. Aqain, “ b
fath only :s not 1o be meant faith aw jt
scparated from the other evangelical praces
and virtoes 3 but faith as it 18 opposite to
the rites of the Mosaical Law.”’ = 8o that
the fanh mentioned by St Paul is the
compler of all CArustianity.”” “And sa it
18 certainly true, that we are taken into the
favour of Gud upon cur receiving the whaole
gotpel without obrerving the Musaical pre-
cepta”  Once more, “but atill our faith
which includes our hope, our love, our re.
pentance and obedience, 18 the condition thay
maked us capable of recewving the benefita
of this redemption and free grace."

Al this, certainly looks very unlike jus-
tificaian by = fath only.” Tho Lishap
however disclaiins the merit of our works
i justification, and therefore ho must not
b charged with that opinton.  But that he
1mejudes other works besides fath 20 jo-
dispens:bly necesaary to 1he reinission of
sing, lus own words planly cvince. Iz so
domg he wanders {root tho ecnse of that
asticle, whicts he sct himself 10 expliin,
This will further appear by tha two follow-
03 sentences, *1a atncioces of words we
aro not justlied il the final aentence w

pronounced , uil upon our death we are
solemaaly scquitted of our sins, and admit.



