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larger than they had supposed frorn the idea obtained by the
sense of touch." The sense of touch and thc sense of sighit,
howvever, gradually becamie reconciled, -,,nd a newv idea of the
size of the objeets was imipressed upon the mind. At first
the bilind man of Bethsaida, saw men as brees, walking; but
afterwards lie sa-w every mnan elearly. Dr. Murray says, after
referring to the deceptions of our sense of touch: "'Have we
not in this the reason of the illusion which makes objects
seem uncxpectecdly large to a congenitally blind mnan, whien
firsb restored to sigyl? Our ideas of miagnitude depend on
the extent of sensitive surface whicli sems to be affected by
an objeet. Now, that, extent is to be peasured, not by its
real dimension, but by the acuteness of the sensibi]ity with
whvlich) it is endowed. But Lbis acuteness itself is proportional
to the minute subdivision of the ultimiate elemnents ivhich
form tbe essential. orgran of sensibility. For tliis reason, to
touch itself a body seeras to cover a larger expanse at a part
of the orgranismi where the papilla, and tbe corpuscula tactus
and the tactile nerves are distributed in more refineci minute-
ness and in greater inultiplicity. Now, it is flot necessary to
institute an exact comminensuration of bbc ultimiate elements
cf org<anie sensibility in the band and the eye respectively;
il; is sufficient to dwell upon the obvious fact, that the retina
exhibits a structure adapted for a much more minute delicacy
of sensation than the aeutesb part of bbc skin. Accordin'giy
Mben a person wvbo bias been accustoined to form- bis ideas of
mnagnitudle fromn tbe impression of objeets on tbe ski n, is
su(ldenly miade to feel tbem afïeetin« ai mnucb more acute

ogan, ib is not surprising that lie should sec everything muchi
larger blian lie bad supposed from the idea obbained by tbe
sense of toucbi." Our ideas of size come to us through the
senses, anid are tberefore subordinate to our senses; so that
one sense alone wvill not gyive us a correct sensation; nor will
two; not even all our senises combined. Our ideas may be
iinproved by the co-operation of al], but we are neverbheless
sbill far from obbainingr a correct idea of bue size of objeets
about uis.


