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One of the wvorst forrns of tUe abnormal
craving for reading of this cnd-of-the-
century generat ion, is the magazine craze.
Classics, histories, biographies, or stand-
ard works of any kind requ ire too mucli
mastication for the cheap)-literature fiend.
H-e must have something highly flavored
and easily soluble. [lis recourse is the
novel-miagazine, and tUe name magazine,
once apphied to highi-class literature. nlow
covers a multitude of scrofulous periodicals
unwvorthy of the namie of literature or of
the dignity of print. 'l'le reading world is
flooded %vithi this rnost convenient but
pernicious trasli, and one of tUe questions
for the 'vise to solve tiov is, howv to drain
it off, or destroy its evil influence. It is
instilling bad principles, currupting the
taste, and defiling the morals of -,ic
p)ublic. What is to be donc in tUe absence
of any censorshil) of the press to stem this
lide of literary degeneracy ? Evident!y tUe
only remiedy is a reaetsmtigwhich
Nwill lead the public favor to purer sources.
and purge tUe diseased taste by establishing
higlher'ideals, and sounder principles. This
then is the mission of the Catholic
magazine, a mission cspecially to iliose of
tUe faithi to safeguard« themn against the
surroundingI evikj of the indifférent world.
Our Catholic magazines are not, to hc
sure, aIl that miglit be desired, considering
the iiimiensity of the field in which they
îvork, hut they certainly descrve high
praise for what they are. There are -none
of theni earth-shakers; most of theni
are calculated to instruct and elevate
by simple reading of devotional
tendency, rather than to revolutionize by
tUe evolution of startling theories and
dibcoveries. The Cathio/ic Worhdc9ntains
vorks on learned tupics, controversial ind
didactic, together ivith lighter reading;
Donahoe's, the Rtosa.>y and the two new

ones the Augr/uIIs and I'Valeh's iliagaz-ine,
correspond to the avetage ordinary, enter-
tainig magazine, bùt are far superior to
themi in that ilieir every line is the
embodimient of pure Catholie sentiment,
and they are free fromi ail the conceit, and
nudeness, and paganismi so prevalent
elsewherc. Then there are those devoted
to special interests. The Ave ilIaria
dedicated to the devotion of the ]3)essed
Virglin, T/te il•kssenger1 of Iik Sýacred t/carit.
promnoting the interests of the Apostleshil)
of prayer, and the The Caio/ic Rîeadin"Ô
Circ/e Revieiw and the Calio/ic Sihoo(
and Ikinme doing reading circle iwork.
'l'lire are others too, but here is an out-
line of our forces, and valiant forces they
a re. Tilese are the only mneans of protect
i n« our Cathiolic youth froni the loose,
fétid, current iigazine re.-ding. WhVlen
pure ideals are presented, and the beauty
of Catholic tradition aiid belief kept before
them,ý trashy literature is powerless. Our
Catholic magazines have certainly a noble
.ork to do; the pity is th)at they are not

better appreciated and more powerfully
re-itiforced.
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\Ve have just received the pamphlet
announicing the result of last year's work
in the Gregorian University, Ronie. Ac-
cordirig to customi, the Oblate Students
have distanced ail coiletitors. 'lle
Gregori-2n University cotints over one
thousand students in theology, philosophy,
and canon lawv. Its courses are attended
by the members of the rnajority of the
religions arnd national colleges in Romne.
Though the Oblates are by no means the
rnost nunierous, they have for years past
held irst rank in tUe hionor list. The
latest report is not less favorable than its
predecessors. The Oblate Scholastics
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