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Conîing froi these picnics, dinner
parties, mulsicales and so forth, it generally
fell to bis lot to do escort duty for '.Mary
i\%Iiller, for lier miother, shirewd old general
that suie wvas, contrived that no opportu-
nity of tlieir being together sbould be
w a nt i n g.

Ahi, those balmiy mioonlight sunmmer
nighlts H-ow nany loyers' rhapsodies
thence recceive thieir inspiration 'How
rnany soft speeches have beeti uttered,
vows pligbted, liearts wvon only to be
broken, sinice J uliet wvas wooed by Romneo!
]Really we mnust admit that nioonlight
plays the inischief witb -,ou )g people>s
hearts. Can tbcre be any truth in) the
)ol)ular belief that the soif rays of the orl

of nigbit have a weakening effect on hunian
brains ?

It would not have been very strange
then, il Frank Byrne had talked nonsense
to lus lovely comipanion under He mioon-
beamis. But hie did not. No.bing was
fartber froni bis mind than love niaking,
yet lie possessed, ail unknown to himself, a
fascination of nianner, and dangerously
winng way, which tb)re% a glanmour over
bis sligbtest words and actions. \Vas it
surprisingy, thien, that N.ary MN-iller's gentle
heart sbould biave succumibed to tbe cbarmi
of bis voice and nianner ?

Frank himiself 'vas conscious of the
pleasure lie félt i-. bier society. but this lie
ascribed to bier being more sensible, and
Iess afÈected than other girls of bis
acquaintance. H-e could converse with
her without descending to the inanities
which constitute the ordinary sniall talk of
society. Tbey boih loved music, too, flot
as it is Iladored " by those who can jingle
a piano and sing a few false notes, but
with a genuine synmpathetic appreciation of
the beauties of the divine art. Frank had
a miellow, tenor voice, which old Pro-
fessor Lacoste at Oshawa hiad delighited to
train ; Mtary who was leader of the choir

St. Colunibia's, played charmingly on
harp or piano. So the former found him-
self frequently of an evening in Mrs.
Miller's cosy parlor, Iistening with delight
to the sweet soprano which sang for hini
bis favorite old Scotch bailads, or blending
his voice with hers in some tender love-
song whose nieaning he feit not, yet gave
passionate expression to in his tones.

Mrs. 'Miller generally absented herseif

on the l)lea of household duties, but
occasionally slie would join then) in a
gamne of whist, and a sbrewvd observer
would have noticed thiat this 'vas always
the case whien 1"rank's cousin, Stanley
McKenzie, wvas u)r<eent

At last MNrs. ÏN-iller deterinied to give
a bail1 which sbiould bc the event of' the
seaison in Felixburg. 'l'le miost elaborate
l)reparations wvere made, numierous invita-
tions issued, and the Officers of the F F.
B.. (FlxugField Battery) offéred the
services of the brigade [)and for the
occasion.

As Frank Byrne tied bis cravat before
the miirror on the evening of the bal, bis
thoughts were not altogether o f so compla-
cent a character as is generaliy the case
wvîth young mien of the period on sucb
occasions. In short, lie wvas beginning to
realize that for a youing mnan about to
enter the seminary, bie hiad not, to say the
least, spemit bis timie very wisely.

It as now the first of Septenber. 'l'le
prelimiinary arrangements miust be made
by the fteenitb, and lie liad flot yet even
signified bis intention to bis parents! XVhat
would they tbink of himi? And yet hie
hiad not intrcnded to defer it 50 long. They
probably fancied that lie did not wish to
think of work for soine mnonths yet, and
therefore hiad not questioved hii.

Frank hiad already begur, to find reflec-
tion taste bitter. At any rate, bis
dissipation, not of a very serious nature
after ail, lie thought, hiad about run its
career.

At the baIl lie noted with pleasure that
MNary Miller declined ail partners wvho
requesttd her hand in a waltz. 'lo testify
bis approval, he walked through a couple
of quadrilles with lier liirrn,!f, though flot
fond of dancing.

But lie found more amusement in
watching the other dancers, -the burly
Lieutenant Colonel of the F. F. B. for whoni
it was a prodigious exertion to keep bis
sword froni going through bis partner's
train; the slim dandified Major whose
whole exterior wvas redoient of seif-conceit
and cologne; the two captains, one short,
exceedingly ponîpous, and apparently
convinced that the letter 1 h 'had been
guilty of /èse-majslé, or "'igh treason " as
he, despising French, would himself have
called it ; the other excessively taîl, thin


