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but possessed cf a singular interest for me, as
throwiug au unexpected ray cf ligbt ou the
mystery cf my lifo.

1 have already stated that my first twe nights
in Norrnanford wvre speat at its principal hotel,
a great rambliug place, a relic, 1 suppose, cf the
old coachiug-days, many cf its rooms being uow
denuded cf its furuiture, sud entirely unused. t
is now widely kuowvn under tho sigu cf the Hand
andi Dagger (part cf the armorial cognizauceocf
the family at Belair), sud is kept by a widow
cf the natue cf Winch, a tall, angular, bard-
featured woman, -%vith slaty eyes, sud s most
determined-lookiug mouth. She is net, how-
ever, too far advanced in"life te have lest al
bopes cf matrimony, ber Iliutended," who came
lu, sud te vborn I. wss introduiced, lu the course
of my first oveniug, bcing a chemist cf the naine
cf Bracknidge, wvbo keeps a shep lu the towu.
He 15 muchi youuger than the widow-uot over
thirty, I imagine-aud is a stoutly-bnilt man,
with huge saudy 'wiskers, sud a face that would
ho haudsorne, if it bore fewer traces cf premature
dissipation, sud were less cynically defiant iu
expression. What bis object is in seekiug the
baud cf the landlady cf the Hand andi Dagger,
it is net, I tbiuk, diffienît te opiue; but the
widow's eyes are evideutly bliud te aIl bis imper-
fections. Hlo seerned disposed te fraternise witb
me, but beyond the barest civilities, 1 would
have nothing te de with the fellow. ho is oe
cf those people te wborn I take au antipatby at
first sigt-it may ho prejudice ou my part, but
I fan't help lt-sud I secs wandered eut te
smoke a solitary pipe.

I was just fiishing breakfast uext moruing,
which had becs laid for me la the lanfludy's own
little suuggery, wben I heard s voico caîl loudly
outside, 41Jorry 1 Jerry 1" Menely those two
words: idiculous words yen ill prohably cal
thein, but I canuot tell yon how straugcly 1 was
movod at heariug thein. Yes, they thrilled me
through sud through, sud my memory secmed
te go back te some far-distaut turne -%veu I had
heard these very words repeatod, and that by a
womau's voice. I ast for a moment or twe like
eue petrified. Happily, 1 was alone ; there was
ne one te observe bow straugely I 'nas affectcd.
Where sud when bad 1 beard those words before ?
I asked myself the question again sud again, but
witbout beiug able te arrive at auy satisfactory
couclusion. Yon knew somethiug cf the inystery
that surrounds the bistory cf my early years, sud
how auything that seema te toucb, bowever
rernotely, upon that turne bas for me su indes-
cribable fascination; sud I could euly couclude,
that te some vague rocollection cf that period
which still liugered faiutly in my memery, was
due the sense cf unfarniliar familiaity, if I may
use sncb a term, with wbieh the repetitios cf
those twe werds affeeted me.

But wbo was "lJerry?" I got np frorn the
table, sud ighted my pipe, sud wandered ont
tewards the back promises cf the bouse ou a
voyage cf discovery. How I pregressod, I will
tell yen to-morrew; for the prosout I arn tired-
se, geod-night, sud plessaut dreanis.

CHAPTES vIII.-THE LETTES CONTINUED.

I walked tbrough the long flagged passage
loading te the back cf the bouse without en-
counteriug auy eue, sud was jnst about te enter
the yard, wbeu, glsncing tbreugh oeeof the
sidc-windows, I ssiv a sight wbich brought me
te a stand. Sitting astride s wooden beach,
placed ful lu tho 'n'armth cf tho mornmng sun,
was oeeof the stnangest figures 1 have secs for
s long time-a yenth cf eighteeu or twouty,
witb featuros that ivere almost feminine lu the
dolicacy cf their outlue, but fneckled sud burut
by tho beats cf summer; sud with long tauglod
elf.locks, in coleur a pale yellow, falliug 10w
over bis shoulders. Os the ground near birn
was an old foît bat, gray sud napless, in shape
liko a sugar-loaf; sud on tho other side cf hlm,
a stosrng bowl cf oatmeal porridge, waitiug
tili it should b. cool eaQugli te o estes. But
what teoJk my attention Most was the singular
way la hlch howas ocenpied. Ho was plsying
ont cf those long tin wbistles, the likeocf which
may net -ufrogmuay bec sn ong the gamins
*f Lodeon, and the music ho elicited from it wss

sncb as I could not bave believed se rude an
instrument capable of producing. What theair
was, I kuow not. It was one that I bad nover
heard before-weird sud melancboly, and for
anything I know to the contrary, Inay have been
irnprovised by bimself. Over the bencb in front
cf birn ivas spread a piece of green baize, ou
which two largo vipers wero now placed, which
swsyed their beads slowly to and fro as hoe
plsyed, darting their long tongues bore and
thoro with every movoment, aud seerning mighti-
ly pleased witb their xuaster's abrill music. I
stood for three or four minutes a sileut spectator
of this singular sceiie. At leugth, the youth
ceased playing, sud turued bis bead to look after
bis porridge, sud as hoe did se, I sawv, with a
tbrill of sorrowful surprise, that hoe was an idiot.
No-that is too stroug a word; hoe was what
the Scotch calIldaft," aud the Yorkshire cal
Ilsoft"'-iu fact, a harrnless simpleton, with tbree
grains cf seuso in bis head to oneoof foolishness.
Ilis eyes told the story cf bis misfortuuo at once;
aud yct they were beautiful eyes, large and
brio-lt, but with an expression in thorn beyond
My skill te analyse.

"lJerry will catch thee a nice fat mouse to-
night, my beautiful Mogaddo," bie said, appareutly
addressiug one cf the reptiles. "lBut as for
thee, my little Pipauta, thon shaît go supperless
te bed ; thon art gettiug too lazy te dance te thy
lords music, sud thou must be punish.d. Jerry
dreamt last nighit that ho was king cf tbe mon-
keys, and hved in a grand palace ; and tho
moukeys were masters of everything; and aIl the
mes and women that wero left in the world rau
wild iii tho woods. And Kiug Jerry, sud bis
lords sud ladies, weut out buntiug tbern; and it
was rare sport te seo how the men ran aud hid
themselves amoug the bushes, aud te bhear thern
roar with pain whcn our arrow3 took thern lu a
tender part. And ivhy should't the moukeys
ho masters for the next thousaud years, 1 should
liko te, kuow? Tbey would bo a far jellier lot
cf fellows te, livo among than theso miserable
two-legged creatures that bave it ail their owu
way now. Beautiful Veuusnnd red Mars would
shine just as brigbtly if all this was te happen
to-rnorrow. What would it matter tetheni? But
Jerry wauts bis breakfast. When Le is sultan
cf the apes, thou, Moggaddo, shaît bo bis grand
vizier. Hoo-hoo-hioo 7' sud ho euded bis speech
with a wild crackling laugh, such as ne sane
beiug conld bave given utterance te, sud thon
fell te work raveuously on bis porridge; wbile
bis two pets coiled themselves up ou tho green
baize, sud basked lazily in the grateful wvarth
cf the sun.

This, thon, was the Jerry whose name, wbeu
called aloud, had startled me se strangely.
IlGood-moruing, Master Jerry," I said as I ad-
vanced; Ilyou seern te ho onjoying your break-*
fast." The poor lad started at my sudden
appearauce, and stared up in my face with a
touchiug, wistful look, as tbough deprecatiug
aniy possible auger onumy part. IlSahib Mogaddo,
too,"ý I said, turniug te the larger cf the two
vipers, Il seerns te relish the bright suusbine ;"
sud as 1 spoke, 1 soized the reptile with my loft
baud quickly up its back, grasped it tigbtly with
my tbumb sud fluger, just bebind the head, and
se held it, pewerless for injury, wbile its body
twisted sud uutwisted itself rapidly round my
anm. I met tby uncle oue day on the banks
cf the Ganges, sud thy grandfather arng tho
Mounutains cf tho Moon, and each cf thern sent
theo a message," 1 continued, addressiug mysoîf
te the viper; sud with wbat I mnmbled over a
few sentences of Arabie wbieb I bad picked up
during my travels; wbile Jerry lookod cn with
a silent awe, bis nether lUp trernbling with nervous
agitation. Afraid, apparoutly, lest I migbt treat
Pipants in the sarne uneeonious way, hoe
basteued te seize the amaller vipor, sud put it
away in a box which ho drew frorn under the
bencb; sud 1 wss by ne means sorry to doposit
Mogaddo la the samne place cf secunity. Jerry
wss evideutly disposed te, regard me with rover-
once, if not with absolute fear: that auy oe
should ho on spoaking-termns with bis favonrites,
and introduco irnmself te tbom as a family friend,

twas sornetbing altogether beoed the narrow
irange of hisescperieuce. Whoe migbt the kaow-

ledge of this mysterious stranger be expected to
stop? So, to shew the depth of respect in which
ho held me, ho proceeded to favour me with a
series of old-fasbioed rustie bows, running the
open palm of bis band close up by bis face, and
then bringing it down through the air in a sweep-
ing curve almoat to bisfeet. "Jerry bopestbat
your Lordship bas salubrity of bealth, this
saffron-tinted morn," said the poor lad. "HoIfeis
your flighness's most complaisant and obedient
slave. My Lord Mogaddo and bis bride, tbe
beautiful Pipanta, are your slaves. We know
notbing, aud the master, to whomn everything is
kuown, bolds the key of our destiny."

Wbat answer I sbould bave made to tbis bigh-
flowu tirade, I cannot say, but at this moment
Mrs. Winch entored tbe yard. "lGood-morning,
sir,") she said. IlI perceive tbat you are making
tlhe acquaintance of my poor boy. Heaven, for
sorne wise purpose, bas seen fit to afflict bim, but
ho is noue the luss dear to a mother's beart: it
may bc, indeed, that I love birn more than I
sbould do were bc the same as others ;" and the
widow bent aud kissed ber son's forehead fondly.
But Jerry was again ravenously intent on finish-
ing bis breakfast, and seerned to bave no atten-
tion to sparo for cither bis mother or myseîf.
The widow signed to me to follow ber. As soon
as wvo reaehed ber littie parlour, she turned te
me aud said : IlLast night, sir, lu the course of
conversation, you mentioned tbat you wero a
potographer by profession. Would it ho too
great a favour te ask you to tako tbe portrait of
my poor boy some day wbeu you. may bave a littie
spare tirne? Lt is wbat I bave desired to bave-
a good one I mean-for a long time. 1 will pay
you whatevcr you may choose to ask."-" I will
take your son's portrait witb pleasure," 1 rcplied
(and se I would bave doue, for it isn't every day
that one bas an opportuuity cf addiug sueh an
original to one's gallery) ; I"althougb portraiture
is out cf my usual hue of business, and I only
dabble a little in it occasionally, and that morely
for my own amusement; stili, in the present
case, 1 will gladly do my best to give you satis-
faction ; aud as for tbe expense, wo will ialk about
that sorno other tirne."

I was away at Eastringham sîl tbat day on
matters of business, sud did not get back to the
Band and Dagger till close upon cloyen o'clock.
IlMr. Brackeuridge and I bave been taiking about
pbotogrsphy this eveuing," said the widow tome
as I lingered over my last pipe. "lHo tells me
that by its means copies of fading portraits, may
be taken, and that tb us tho features of tbose who,
wbea living, wero dear to us may bo pcrpetuated
for years after the original likeness bas become
blurred snd unrecognisable with age. Will you,
sir, kiudly tell me whether this is so or not ?"-
"(Wbat Mr. Brackeuridge told you is to Borne
extent true," I1 replied. Il Pictures eau, of course,
bc photographed just as suy other objeet eau;
but the brighter the l)icture is, tho clearer will
the photograpli of it be: a dirn picture willyield
but a dirn copy through the camera. But you
bad botter lot me see any portrait that you may
wish to bave pbotograpbed, and 1 cas thon judgo
botter as to its capabilities for comiug out
well under the precess."-"l I arn really ashani-
cd, Mr. Englisb, te trouble you about sncb a
trille," said the landlady, "lbut I have, up-tairs,
a portrait of my brother, which bas, unfortu-
nately, been bung for sorne tirne lu a damp room,
and now 1 flnd that the colours are fading
rapidly, and that iu another year or two it will
look notbing more than an uneauing daub."-

ILotnme sec the portrait," I said ; Ilsomethiug
eau be made of it, I bave no doubt." The interest
I sbewed in the matter evidently pleased ber ;
sbe rose with a gratified air, and went at once
to fetch the picturo. She carne back with it
almost irnrediately, and laid it on the table be-
fore me. It was a poor tbiug enoug-a Kit-
cat, doue iu wster-colours, lu tbat fonid style of
art se popular amoug a certain css about the
ttue that you aud I wero boru. But scarcely had
I set cyezi on it before I recognised it as the por*-
trait of a inas tooin I knewo when I was a child
-of n man whose rugged and strongly-marked
face I have but too much reason te remornber 4
and tho same instant there flashed acrosa my
mmnd the very tirne, place, and ciroumitançea
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