
NOY&5S AN'P EXPLANATIOINS.
XNqTRODUC.iORYi. Moses %vas summoncd afone into the Divine presencè and con t1nued inl the

inount with God forty days <Ex. 24: 18). During this time hè received instructions regarding
the priesthood, the tabernacle and the Sabbath. Two stcne tablets were also given hM upon
which God hims elf had written the Ten Çomniandments (31z: r8>. The parallel narrative is founâ
in Deut. 9: 11-21.

LESSON PLAN. I. Sin. 'vs. î6. IL. Wrath. vs. 7,8. 111, Intercession. vs- 30.35.
1. SiN. 1. Delayed-IIc was gone abouit was borrowed fromn the wvorship of the sacred

40 dlayS (EX. 24: 18; Deut. 9: 9) if ive are to bull (Apis) in Egypt, but this 'vas flot an image-
include the week with the leaders in the lowcrl of Apis but of Jehovah. The Chaldean.cealso
part of the mointain (24: 9, 16). Gathered I vorShi) 1 )ed the bull; but Nvith theni it wvas
themnsetves together-The wvord implies usually %vinged and human-headed, represent-

in a tumultuons nianner <". Doubtless txe' ing the cotubination of wisdom, strengtb, and
nîiixed multitude (Ex. 12: 38) contributed a omnipresence. The only painting of Mnevi*,-

good deal to the discontetit but the blame is another Egyptian bovine deity, that has been,
neyer thrown on them. Unto Aaron-He discovered, is bright yellow, evidently intended,
had been made Moses' deputy (24: 17). to represcot à golden image. (Compare.Judges
Make us gods-R. V. marg «<A godI." 17: 34; 1 Kings 12: 28; Rom. r: 23; Isa.Thcy demand a visible ohjcct owrsp. It4:8)This Is thy god (R. V. marg.)-It
wvas a Ibreach of the second conimandmcnt that 'vas a symbol of Jehovah. (Ps. io6: 19, 20.>)
was proposed. This is the craving of aIl 5. When Aaron saw it-Flow the people -

ritt:alism. (Rom. 7: 20.25; Col. 1: 15; l-eb. regarded the caîf. This wvould seem asif
1 1: 27.) Priests and doctors of divinity niay Aaron wvas wîithout nny plIan of action and wvas
distingitish betwveen the worship offéred tu God carricd along by the multitude. He adroitly,
and the adoration paid tu images, but no such as he doubtless thought, drewv the people baciS
distinction can be grasped by the n:ass of the to thonglits of jchovah. Fie 'vas siniply going.
peuple. In condescension to the wveakncss of on fromn bad to worsc. A feast tothLod
our finite nature God bas given us a represen- -Calling it that did not makze it any the less
tation of hiaiself wvhich we may worship %vith idolatrous. Aaron could flot in this wayre-.
all our hearts. (Col. 1: 15; }Ieb. 1. 3; John1 trace the false ste p he had taken.
14: 9; L. 8.) This Moses the man-They 6. Burnt offerings-These wvere wvholly
speak slightingly of hiai. Ife had not heen a consumed by fire. Peace offerings-Prï
great while knowvn to the mass of the people. bnrnt part given tu the pricsts, and the rest
Thonsands of them ihad only seen hiai at a consnumed bth wrshipers."hrei
distance. I-e seemed to have abandoned theai, nothing about sin offérings in connection with- _2
or to have perished in the flanies on the suai- this newv worsliip."--(La-nge.) (i Cor. 10: 7-~.1
mit of the mountain. The daily manna and Sat down to eat-A sacrificial feast. Sucli?
the cloud-enveloped Simai jiad become too feasts wvere enjoined as part of the MOsaie

* common to impress them. *We wot not-< ritual. But this one wvas doubtlcss character-'l
sounds very likze 1' we care not ". ized by licentiousncss, gluttony and drunkxi-,

2. Aaron said--The narrative is necessarily ness, aftcr the manner of heathen orgies.
condcnsed, but there is no hint that Aaron Rose up to play-Not innocent games, but
tricd tu dissuade theai. He weakly yieldcd at disgusting and shameless excesses (verse 19,25).
once. (Deut. 9: 20.> One with God on his "Thewords imply not only such sports assing-.
side would have been more than a :match for ing, dancing, and merry mnaking in general,
theai aIl. Moses often faced the angrý' tribes but in some cases also a svecies of conduct
alone. (i Chr. 16: Il; 29: 12; Ps. 68: 35; which the epithet "wianton ' as correctly de- -

* Jas. 1: 5-) Some supposed that he hoped, by fines as 2any terai which 've deem it. proper« to
making such a demand, he would ask somne- employ."'-.(Bush.) (Judges 21: 21; 1 PSanro
thing which they wvould refuse and so give him 18: 6, 7; 2 Samn 6: 5; 1 Rirngs 181: 26.)
an excuse for not complying %vith their request, IL. WRATH. 7. Go, et thee doWti-
or at least temporizing until Moses returned. " Make haste to descend. ' (33: 1; -Deut.
Crafty measures, when prineiples should be 9: 12.) Thy people-God disowns theai.
asserted, neyer succeed. Goldien ear-rings FQ" the moment they cease to be Ilis people.
R. \T~<Rings. " The word Ètands for nose- Moses feels keenly the implied rejection.- 8.
rings as well. These were worn by both mca Quickly-Sô soon is the covenant broken.

* and wurnen. They wvere massive ana of bolid Their ingratitude to their Redeemer is aIl the'*
gold. Imore glaxing. A molten caif'-The languaie

3. People readily mnake greater sacrifices inj of infinite contempt. " In these days a certain
order tu gratify their own fancies thari they are school choose to represent God as looking down
willing to miake for the cause of Christ. coldly and calmly on 'sin, and dealing with it

4. He fashioned it-Probably a 'vooden in quite an unimpassîoned manner, but Revel.
model was made. Then the gold was cast into ation does not thus reveal God. lie hates-'in;
plates and beaten ont. The model was then Uce waxes hot against sinners; Hie is grieved atoverlaid with the gold and carefully finishcd j fis heart. Is not this %%<ole picture of the
and engraved. A molten cagf-The ideai apostasy of Isracl suggestive of ur own age
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