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Tpposition to Christ. Marx 3: 22-3.

( Commit to memory verses 23-26,)

GOLDEN TEXT. © - DALY PORTIONS, .
. _+"He came unto his own, and his own re- (The Selections. of the-I. B. R. 4.)
' icexvedhxm'not: . John 1z 15, MonNDa s —Opposition to Christ, -
o Prove Taar Mark 3: 22.35:
God cares for his:people.  Ps. 103: 13, Tuzspay--The-Occasion.
, SHORTER CATECHISM, w | Matt, 12: 22-30,
et 103, What do we pray for in the| ' IONESDAY—Christ e onemy,of Satan.
_ third petitim? A. Ys the third petition 3¢ 55
(which is, 7%y will be done on: eartl, as it is| THURSDAY—Satan Caat Out.
in Kudgen), we pr:g, That God, by his grace. Rev. 12: 7-11.
- would make us able and willing' to know, | FRIDAY—Resistance to Satan,
obey, and submit to-his will in- all things, as _ . Eph. 6: 10-20,
thie-angels do in-heaven, SATURDAY—The Sin of Apostasy,
- - LissoNn HyMmns. ) Heb. 10: 21°31.
- CHILDRENS HYMNAL, WNos, 4, 8o, 39, | SABBATH~The Son Rejected,

Matt. 2i: 33-42.

THE BRETHREN OF OUR Ldnb.

- 'Regardizgthese there are three theories : (1) They were children.of al’os,eph and Mary; (2)
~ they were children of Joseph-by a.former wife ; and (3) they were children of Cleophds and-

Mary, the sister-and namesake of the Virgin, - ’ .
{1} The first view we-believe to-be the correct one for, {2) it was the view of the carly

Christian church 3 (3).it is a.plain inference-from the language used, note what is implied in
Matt, 1:25 (““ till ¥) ; Luke-2: 7 ( firet-born® compared with Rom, 8: 29; Col. 1: 1%, 18;
Heb. 11: 28; Rev. 1t &, this term has no meaning if there were not others afterwards), and
~{¢)-the term ** brother ” never has any other mearing tha.. its-commen one in-the New ‘Testa.
f ment, and terms for kindred merely are used whenrrequired. The only real argument against
this view is the fact that Jesus on-the cross commitied his mother to the care of John, It is

E . inferred that if he-had had brothers-he would have entrusted her to them. But his brothers

E.

-

did not believe on him, and John was-much: nearer in «ympathyto hoth his mother and hirself. .
(2) The second view has.no support from Scripture or history, ’
. (3) ¢ The third theory was introduced by Jerome, avowedly in defence of the extreme
valiie set on the virgin life by hifself and sevesal of his contemporaries. It has'no-ground in
tradition, and.therefore rests exclutively on what evidence can-be adduced for it from Serip-.
* ture. ‘It proceeds on the idea that James, our Lord’s brother, was one of the apostles {Gal
¥ 19); if so, he must have been James, the son of Alph=us.  The mother of James and Joses:
~-Mary—was.present at the crucifixion, and:she must have been the wife of Alphzus, who
was father of James. John-{19: 25)-tells us that * Mary of Cleophas or Clopas,’ perhaps the
Virgin's sister, was at the crucifixion; she was the mother of James; James-was, therefore, the
f  consin of our Lord. This statement is further supported by asserting ‘that in Scripture brother
. frequently denotes mere relationship, as-when Abraham calls Lot his érozher (Gen. 13: 8); by
&% the plausible identification of Alphzeus and Clopas; by stating the improbahility that there
&% couldbe two sets of brothers, called James, Joses and Simon, the one disciples, the other
, brethren of our Lord, On the other hand it is alleged, and with great truth, that this argu-,
“ ment from Scripture is very weak. It is not at all impiobable that there were two sets of
brothers bearing these names, the commonest-among the Jews, mare especially if they were
g cousins., Itisalmost impossible to believe that the bret of our Lord were among the
3 twelve aposties, as this theory supposes, because we find (1)-that our Lord’s brethren werenot
8 amonz his followers afte the calling-of the Twelve (compare Mark 3: 13- 19 with 31-35); {5}
The TRACHERS' PREPARATION LEAPLET I published woekly by the General Assembly’s Sebbath School
Corumittes, Presbyterian Ohurch in-Canads, .ot 35 cents-a year, of 250, if four.or more coples are senbts
one-person.  Address Bev, T. ¥ Fotheringham, 307 Sszen-gtreet-, 8t John, N. B, :




