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fer if yon hava foyer I etsihi nt ouci lonwa
yen ana ge te Brighton. .1 have sucb a
dread cf foyer."

Mr. Skidusaro mot iscing etriohon with.
foyer, Mrs. Bksdsnore was tot obligod to
quit London in tho millet ai tise scason.
Twice a waek site appeared nt tise opera
decorated iritl noarly ai ber oostly
jewels. Arncng thea constant visitars to
tise Skidmore box %veto (Japtain Kiddell
ana hie friand, Count van dc Hoyaun.

bfrs. Ekidmore went to Blrighton for
a fortnight becauso abs diu mot féal quito,
so Walil as nunia. ýVhonovar aise viaited
Brighston lier principal jeireis, inciuding
tisa diamond noahiace, tho dinmond
bracelets, and the superb diaxnond cluater
that dccorated lier hair, irere taken to
thse bank. She put the jeweis into tihe
jeirel box anad iooked it. Her husband
locked thea jeivei-box iii an irmn box, ana
attended bis ivife te doposit the treasure
at thse bank. Ne one coula charge Mrs.
Bkidmore iriti the carecesss that en.
courages robbary. 'Whon site wae in
towm thse jemeis ware kept in an trou
eafle fixed in ber bedroom, that was
warrante firc.poor and thief-proof.

If an irresietiblo forcz encountceo an
inimoveabie mass, irbat wonia be tho
rosult?2 The ansmor to this schooi.boy
catch prebiem je that tiiere causaL ho an
irresistibie force if thzre is an
immovoabie msse, nuit vice versa. Final
or suprarne physicial force is at present
nndiscovered. Thero in no sibsoluto
seaurity for preperty against tisose Whio
are resoivcd to break ibrougi sind steal.
That mas the bitter experience cf Mrs.
Skidmore.

Thse sojourn at Brighiton terminatedl
en Friday afternaon. On Satnrday
aftornoon Mrs Skidmore, attended by
ber husbana, ment te, tho bank and
brouglit home the iron box ibat containta
tha jeirel case. The lady unlocked tha
jomel case, gianccd at ber jamais, re-
iocked thea case, put il into the iron eafle,
and 'with her cmix fair band looi«ed the
ion enfle. coula fondest inother ba more
efal of ber childrexi than Mrs. Sksd-

more of hier j cweis?
liaving been oporated upon by ber

iays-maid for a funl heur, Mm Skid.
more departed wifb hier busband for
Richmond, living been invited by Capt,
Kiddcil to un eariy, that ie, a five ecloch
dinner.

Il Now Heneit, be anro te beave

instantly aftar thea dinnar, for I amn
determiued te bc at tise opera to-nigit"

Thoera wvas n snistaka as ta tho dinnor
Isour. Tite early repuet was for six, nef.
ftve o'elook. Captain Kiddeii'e party.
included Couint Van de Hoevan, who
proposod a promenade ini tisa ground.

Mis. Skidsmore was waiking vith the
Cousit. Tise Captain took Bfr. Skidmore
asido.

ILet us liglit a cigar."
Tise Captain haadcd the caue to lir.

Skidmoro, sud thson took a cigar. Liai-
self.

ILook nt tisat littie document before
we ligbt our cigare."

Tîse document was thse promiesory
note that hall bueu given to'lèr. Chapeau.
Thoe Captain ignitoil a wax matl& samd
burnt thse prcmiaeery note.

"lThora je au endl te thse perlons bit of
paper. Nowm ny boy, lot us bave a
poaceful soke, irbilet tise Cousit amuses
Mra. Skidmore. As for yeur being in
town in timo for tho opera, tisat je ai.'
wost impossible. Punctuality ie net
eue cf thse virtuos cf this pleasing place."

It mas noarly savon 0oalook bafore the.
dinnor was servod, and it was witÉin -an
bour cf suiduiglit whoin lira. Skidmcre
arrived nt ber residence.

I1am vexed about tise epera, but I
net sorry to go te bsa. I amx s0 dvowsy
that I cannot kaap my cyan open. 1
suppose th ic 3ihmond air ie cf the
sieepy sort."

lira Skiduore bail been desing during
the ride bomne, anal sho slept wnilet Seing
undresseil by ber nsaid. lieit day sue
cosuplaincil cf iscadache, snd rernained in
bar montx, but about six o'cloek feUt
batter and abie to bo dresseci.

-"i arn glaa that i ean go down, te
dinner, for cur guests wonid bo dread-
fuiiy duil if I more net prenant. Norali,
1 may as wcll air rny jewele to.night.,"

lire. Skidmore, teck a neat beather
case frem hdar pocket, smd 6ut cf* tico
case a key.

Sisoocldnot gatthekeyinte thse bock ef
tise iron safa.

Il Thora is something lii the look. Or
elsa thse key je at fauit. No~-als, sali the
mauter te coma te Me."

,whon tho suaid returned with tbe
master, Mis. Skidsnore was sti11 at thea
iron sf.

"lla it net strnge, Hengist, I catnnt
geL tisa key into the loock? 'Ye try."1

Mr. Skidmore iras a uusuccesfa us
hie mita.

IIow provoking Hengiet. I supp)osa
oea of thse boite bas eiippod, and ire
saal bava to sand for the ioamith.'-

So enying eho put ber band on tise
bandle, ana bâcoid the door oponod.

II ewear 1 loaked it when I wcnt ont
yesterday. I muet have unlookcd it witb.
.out knowing that i dia 80."

~mra. skidmore iooked into the safe
ana eorcamcd. Pahling out somepapers,
ass th i ran box usa for conveying the
jewels te tho bank, ebe yollccl with
horror.

Usy dear, what j8 the matter 2
My joiwels, myjewels, My jowols3l"

Mr. Skidmore Iooked into tho safa.
IlMyjewels 1 Fool, why don't you do

s0othing ?Pl
IlMy dear I amn s0 upset that I don't

knew-what te do.",
Il Go foi~ the police. Go to Scotland

Yard. Oh, what shah I do? Oh, my
jewele 1"

The rage and the terror of Lfre. Skid.
,more casueL ba deaoribed. Hor magni.
ficent diamond, worth a'. least £20,000
were gone. Thse deteotives came and
examined the afe, anadminutoiy question.
ed ail the servante. Proently thcy
Iookad at the windows. Thera was a
balcony to tho aide window, and to oe
of the girders of the baicony a rope was
tied. That indicated tise wAy in* which
the thief had got in and out off the room.
How tihe tisief-proof sfe iras epened
coula not be explainel The burgiary
muet have been committed irbilet lMrs.
Skidsniore iras at Richmond.

A large rewrad iras offerod, anmd thse
investigation iras direoted by Mr. James
Burrow, one of eut olevereat detectives.
After a fortnight thora appeared to hc a
chance of a chie. The pendant to tise
necidlace iras a diamond efrather peculiar
colour, of large size, ani bL aa a siight
flair. Barreow ascertainedl that mucb a
diamond wrs u the bande of a London
dealer. Thse jeireler who had scia the
neohiace to Mrs. Skidsnore identified tisa
atone. Burrowi trac1ked the movements
cf the atone anad found that it had heen
sent to iHeilana by a person named Van
de Heoevan. But the aine that eeemed
sol promising completoly failed. [t iras
prlovea that the diarnond had been lin
the bauds ef the denier ana h.da b< ,
offered by him te tire Iaimg firme tisrcu
ireekabetore the robbery, ana Mrs. skid-
more bail seen ber jewels tho very day
they 'were stolen.


