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THE TRADER.

for if you have fover I shall at ones leave
you end go to Brighton. I have sucha
dread of fover."

Mr. 8kidmoro not being elricken with,

fover, Mrs, Bkidmore was not obliged to
quit London in tho midst of the season.
Twico a woek she appeared at the opera
docorated with nearly all her costly
jowels.  Ataong the constant visitors to
tho Skidmoro box wero Captain Kiddell
and his friond Count Van do Hoeven.

Mrs. Bkidmoro went to Brighton for
a fortnight bocause she did not feol quito
80 well as usunl.  Whenever she visited
Brighton her prinsipal jewels, including
tho dinmond neoklace, the dinmond
bracelets, and the superb diamond cluster
that decorated hor hair, were taken to
the bank. 8ho put the jewels into the
jowel box and locked it. Her husband
locked tho jewel-box in aniron box, and
attended his wife to doposit the treasure
at the bank, No one could chargo Mrs.
8kidmoro with tho carelessness that en.
courages robbory. When she was in
town the jewels were kept in an iron
safo fixed in hor bedroom, that was
warranted fire-poor and thief-proof.

If an irresistible forco envountered an
immovenble mass, what wonld be the
result 2 The avawer to this school-boy
catch problem is that there cannot be an
irresistible force if there is  an
immoveable mass, and vice versa. TFioal
or supreme physicial force is at present
undiscoverad. There is no usbsolute
seourity for property against those whe
aro rosolved to break through and stesl.
That was the bitter experience of Mra.
Skidmore.

The sojonrn at Brighton terminated
on Friday aflernoon. On Saturday
afternoon Mrs Skidmore, attended by
her husband, woent to the bank and
bronght home the iron box that contained
tho jowel case. Tho lady unlocked the
jowel caso, glanced at her jewels, re-
looked tho crso, put it into the iron safe,
and with her own fair band locked tho
iron safe. Could fondest mother bo more
careful of her childrerl than Mrs. Skid-
more of her jewels ?

Having been oporated upon by her
lady's-maid for a full hour, Mrs, Skid.
moroe departed with her husband for
Richmond, having been invited by Capt.
Kiddell to an early, that is, o five o’clook
dinner.

** Now Hengist, be sure to leavo
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instantly after the dinner, for I am

determined to bo at the opera to-night."
Thoro was n mistako as to tho dinnor

hour. 'Tlie enrly ropast was for six, not

fivo o'clock. Captain Kiddell's party.

included Count Van do Hoevan, who
proposed n promenade in the grounds.

M1s, Skidmore was walking with the
Count. The Caplain took Mr, Skidmore
asido.

¢ Let us light a cigar.”

The Captain handed the case to MMr.
Bkidmore, aud then took a cigar. him.
self,

“ Look at that littlo document before
we light our oigars.”

The document was the promissory
noto that had buen given to'Mr. Chapean,
Tho Captain ignited a wax watch and
burnt the promissory note.

* There is an end to the perilous bit of |

paper. Now my boy, let us have o
peaceful smoke, whilst the Count amuses
Mre. Skidmore, As for your being in
town in timo for the opera, that is al.
wost impossible. Puuctuality is not
one of the virtues of this pleasing place.”

It was nearly seven o'clock bofore the
dinner was served, and it was within -an
hour of midnight whon Mrs. Skidmore
arrived at ber residence.

‘ Tam vexed about the opera, Lut I
not sorry to go to bed. I am so drowsy
that I cannot keep my eyes open, I
suppose the Richmond air is of the
sleepy sort.”

Mrs Skidmore bad been dosing during
the ride homs, and she slept whilst being
undressed by her maid. Next day she
complained of headache, and remained in
her room, but about six o'clock felt
better and able to be dressed.

“Tamglad that I can go down to
dinner, for our guests would bo dread-
fully dull if I were not present. Norah,
I'may as well air my jewels to-night.”

Mrs, Skidmore took a neat leather
case from haor pocket, and 6ut of the
case & kay.

Shocouldnot getthekeyinto the look of
the iron safe,

* Thore is something in the lock. Or
elso the koy is at fault.  Nozah, ask the
master to come to me.” .

‘When the maid returned with the
waster, Mrs. Skidmore was still at the
iron safe.

¢ Is it not strange, Hengist, I cannot
gel the koy into tho lock? You try.”

Mr. Skidmore was as unsuccessful as
his wife, .

‘more cannot be desoribed.

« How provoking Hongist. I suppose
onc of tho bolts has slipped, and wo
shall have to sond fox the looksmith.”

8o enying sho put her hand on the
handle, and behold the door oponed.

¢ I gwear I locked it when I went ont

{ yeaterday. I must have unlooked it with,

out knowing that I did so.”

Mra. Skidmore looked into the safe
oud soreamed. Palling out some papers,
aud the iron box used for conveying the
jewels to the bank, she yolled with
horror. .

‘* My dear, what is the matter ?”

¢ My jowels, my jewels, my jowols!"

Mr, Skidmore looked into tho safe.

*“ Myjewels! Fool, why don't you do
something "

¢ My dear I am s0 upset that I don't
know what to do.” .

 Go for the police. Qo to Scotland
Yard. Oh, what shall I do? Oh, my
jowels 1" .

" The rage and the terror of Lfrs. Skid-
Her magai-
ficent diamond, worth at least £20,000
were gone. The deteotives came and
examined the safe, and minutely question.
ed all the servants. Presently they
looked at the windows. Thero was a
balcony to the side window, and to one
of the girders of the balcony & rope was
tied. Thatindicated the way in which
the thief had got in and out of the room,
How the thief-proof safs was opened
could not be explaineld. The burglary
must have been commitied whilst Mrs.
Slkidmore was at Richmond,

A large reward was offered, and the
investigation was directed by Mr. James
Burrow, one of our cleverest detectives.
After a fortnight there appenred 4o be a
chance of & clue. The pendant to the
necklace was a diamond ofrather peculiar
colour, of large size, and it had a slight
flaw. Burrow ascertained that such a
diamond was in the hands of a London
dealer. The jeweler who bad sold the
necklace to Mrs. Skidmore identified the
stone. Burrow tracked the movements
of the stono and found that it had been
senb to Holland by a person named Van
de Hoevan. But the clue that seemed
0 promising completely failed. It was
proved that the diamond had been in
the hands of the doaler and hzd be
offered by him to-two leading firms three
weeks bafore the robbery, and Mrs. 8kid-
more had seen her jewels the very day

thay wero stolen.




