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ad to bo misunderstood. [ only referred
to tho pints of sced to show that T had ta.
ken the best means in my power to obtain
tho best sorts.
I am, Sir, your ohedient servant,
W. Haixwounrit.

Hitchin, November 12th, 1846-

Two years since, having one pint of
sced of a peeunlinrsort of wheat, which we
had raised (ront a singlo hiead of the pre.
ceding ycar, and being desirons of obtain.
ing information on two points ;—first the |
relative yield from the pint, us compared i
with the quantity from the single head;
and sccondly, the actunl loss or fuilure;
from non germination,—destruction by
inscets, or dying out during winter or
spring. .

Now the single head contained 90
grains, and the pint, the produco of the
head beld about 10,600 which gave 118
for one sown-—but as only 83 grains ger.
minated, and moreover in the May fol-
lowing only 47 out of tho 83 plants were
alive, the vield under mors favorable cir-
cumnstances would have been 150 for 1.

The space occupied by the plants was
1} yards square, or about the fourteenth
part of a rod—tho 2240th part of an agcre,
conscquently the yield per measuro would
be about 35 bushels per acre, but asit
we‘xghed ©8 1bs to the bushul* it wonld
have been equal to 40 bushels per acre.

Tho pint thus raised, we dibbled mnafter
carly polatoes on cxactly the 32nd part
of an acre two or three grains in each
hole, but from covering them (as we bes
lieve) too deeply, not more certainly than
two thirds germinated ; and in the fol-
lowing spring scarcely more than unlf the
number of plaats, or about the same pro. |
portion as in the former experiment, were
alive. Ilowever, they stooled out well,
aund eventually produced sixty.two and
ono half pints, weighing 661 1bs, orat the
rate of thirty five bushels (by weight) per
acre.

Now it remains to enquire, fo what
cause is to be attributed the enormous loss
of 43 out of 90 plan‘s, and whether such
loss, could have been obviated by thick-
er sowing ; for the quantity sown was on-
ly equal to one-~third of a bushel per acre,
and would treble the quantity,~—have pro-
duced a threefold crop? we should say
decidedly not, for in consequence of the
plants being, so thin (at first) upon the
ground, we were under the nccessity of
hand hoeing in June to keep down the
weods, which we think, from its eficcts,

~ * Verified and confirmed the year following by

weighing a bushel. "

was fully equal to doubling the plants
upon the ground. Now supposing six
times the quantity of seed to be sown to
eosuro the same result (35 bushels per
ucre) the value of the seed sown wauld
he comparatively tritling with the amount
incurred by hand hoeing a thin crop in a
country where lubor is dear; but if on
the hghler soils a crop cun be doubled by
thin sowing and atter culture, would it
not then pay1 We wish some of our

readers would favor us with their opiuions |

on the subject.

We have the last full sown three quar-
tors of a pint of the same wheat on the
samo land, and again alter potatoes ; and
the only difference made isin the method
of sowing ; one halt'is in drill 10 inches
apart, and the grains nbout 2 inches
asunder in the drills 3 the remainderis in
hlls about 12 or 14 grawns in a nll, and
2 feet 6 inches apart cach way. It was
sowa late, but nearly cvery sced germi.
uated, but Lad scarcely commenced to
tilier out when the (rost came. The is.
sue shall be noted hereatter.

other circumstances being fuvourablo,) is
highly advantageous, as it serves to de.
stroy the growing crop of weeds by bury.
ing them, and at the same time exposes
to certamn destruetion by frost, many
others not before brought into a position
for germination, whilo those root weeds
which are biennial or perennial, receive a
decided cheek from the same operations,

That the stiff clay and «retentive soils
are henefitted is cqually obvious, for re.
{aining ns they do, such an umouat of
moisture, aml being so cohesive in their
nature, it wauld, after our summer’s heat,
be almost impossible to reduce them suffi.
ciently, without subjecting them as much
as possible to the action of severe frost,
by which their cohesiveness is destroyed,
and their substance mude permeablo to
the admission of the smallest fibrous root
of the ensuing crop.

For fitting Jand for Barley or Indian
Corn, we think a winter furrow almost
indispensible, should the land at all incline
to a stiff, loamy nature, and if of any
other description, should weeds abound,
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Not having received any replies from
aur numerous readers (o the question sta.
ted in our last number, on the relative
value and importance of Fall ploughing,
we shall offer our own opinion on the sub-
ject.  We regret this the more as we
well know wo are surronnded by clever,
intelhigent, and practical men, who, we

are assured, are only prevented by their !

cxtreme diflilence (rom venturing to ap.
pear in prinl.  We positively think we
shall have to make some startling heteros
dox statement in order to rouse them into
action, and clicit controversy, for we are
quite certain that a fund of valuable in.
formation might be amasscd by a plain
statement of their various opinions on
agricultural topics.

That much valuable time might be sa-
ved in the Spring, by the diligent use of
the plough in the Fall, all must concede,
and, to lund which has borne Pezs, and
which is intended to be sown with spring
grain, (Barley or Wheat,) and which is
frequently in a {oul state, from the sced
peas being imperfectly cleancd, or from
not covering the ground sufficiently car.

iy in the siminmer, Fall ploughing (all

much will be aceomplished by (all plough-
Ving ; and should the soil be dry, and the
| surface water casily removed, a couplo
| of turns with the harrows would cause
? many weeds to sprout, to their certain
" destruction by the first frost,—while for
Spring Wheat, where the land is really
suitable to the crop, the sowing on the
winter furraw is decidedly the most pre-
ferable.

Again, for whatever crop intended, the
turning n of grain stubble in the Fal), is
i most efiicacious, fur in dry soils, particu.
Harly lime stone lands, the process of de-
¢ composition is so slow, that unless such
stubbles have the advantage of a thorough
soaking by the winter rain and snow, and
their percolation through the soil at the
spring thaw, fermentation and decompo-
sition scarcely takes place at all, or in a
manner not noticeable, and the woody
fibre reniins undecomposed during the
entirc year, yielding nothing as a stimu-
lant, and little as a fertilizer to the ensu~
ing crop.

Where a naiked fallow is resorted {o,
and perhaps under our burning sun, on
beavy days, they cannot bo altogether
dispensed with, as it is almost impossible
to rid the land of those weed seeds which
arc bound wup in the soil, and which
nothing short of a thorough pulverization
can cver bring to the light and air, so es.
sential to germination, and which must
takg place ere they can be subdued, a
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