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LUMBERMAN,

SALE OF TIMBER LIMITS

Tho Ottawn Free Press, of Sept. 20th, says:—
The announcement that thoro would bo sales of
timber limits by Measrs, Brower and Tacka-
berry attho Grand Unton thisafternoon attract-
od to that place a lange crowd of buyers and
others, By two o'clock the spacious main oftico
of the hotel was crowdoed with lumberinon, law.
yers and busineas men, who wero either ongayed
in convereation or examining the maps of the
sarious linuts which adomed the walls of tho
room,

About half-past two o'clock loud voices wero
Leard i ono corner of the rvem, rising over the
general hum of conversation which filled tho
mr. Ju tho midst of the crowd, talking at tho
top of their voices and gesticulating wildly,wero
«een tho two auctioneera, Tho matter in dis-
puto wag as tho order in which the sales should
vonducted, It scomns that both the nuctioncors
had advertised thoeir sales to take place at two
o'clock, and as it was obvious that they could
nut both gell at once, the question arose as to
who should sell first.  Each of the rivals had his
friends who warmly espoused his cause, What
with tho loud tone- «f the auctioncers, the ap-
pliso of their friends, and tho suggestions of
disinterested bystanders, there was a perfect
babel of voices. In the midet of the hubbub,
auctioneer Macdonald announced that he had
intended to offer a favin for sale, but owing to
the death of President (iarfield, ho would post.
pomo it until aftor the funcral.  This announce.
ment was greeted with cheers and laughter, and
had thoe effect of restoring good humor among
the excited partizans of the two auctioneers.

A few minutes Iater My, Brower mounted o
chair and addressod the crowd. He smid he
was willing to do anything that was fair. e
was willing to leave the matter in the hauds of
his employers, who should mako an arrangement
with Mr., Tackaberry's employers. They, and
not the auctionoers, were tho proper people to
acttle the question,

No sooner had Mr. Brower vacated the chair
than it was mounted by Mr. Tacknberry, who
claimied that hisgales had been advertixed along
timo before Mr. Browor's, and hinted that the
latter bad unfairly fixed tho dato of his sale of
poor limits on the sama day in order to tako ad-
vantagoof tho crowd who would come to pur-
chaso his (Tackaberry’s) good limits,

Mr, Brewer retorted that tho last speaker had
never had a limit to scll at the time ho had first
advertived them ; but that bofore starting for
Manitoba he had stuck his name to tho adver-
tisornent in order to let peaple know that he was
coming back.

Then ensued A most amusing scene.  The rival
auctioneers jumped up and down off the chair
alternately, and addressed the crowd in a highly
excited manner, Recriminations and epithets
tho rororse of complimentary issued from tho
mouths of tho speakers in the most lively man-
ner.  Auctioneor Tackaberry said this was no
place for squabbling, and darkly hinted that the
matter might bo finished elsowhere, Just as it
began to look as timugh the war might develop
into somcthing more than & wordy one, e
tioneer Macdonald oncomorereatored temporary
guod humor by shouting vut that of hoth anction.
cers would give in, he wonld =ell the wholo of
the lints himeeld.

Hostilities ceased for o timo, and abunt ten
mimutes Iater Mr. Tackaberry oftered for sale
Campbell's limit of 39 squaro miles, situated on
tho ‘Trent Lako brauch of the Petewana river.
Tho limit was put up en Uoe, tho first bid Leing
815,000. The building was not very lively, and
tlowly by bids of £1,000 apieco 226,000 was
reached. The bidding then huug five fu (uite
atune, until a voice m tho rear of the crowd
olfered 500 better.  Half adozen mure bids of
W0 increase at a time Lrought the ameunt up
tu 820,500, when the Lidding ceased and tho
linug was knocked down to Mr, Win, Mooro for
that sum,

While Mr. Tackaberry had been cengaged
with this sale, his rival mounted a chair in an.
thiot part of the rouns, ook ducutuents and waps
out of his pocket, and mado overy proparation
for bt iy a salo as soon as Mr. Tackaberry
finshed s first one. No sounor had the first
Linut Leew ke hed duwn than Mr. Brower an-
nounced, in loud tones, that he was instructed
to offer fur sale a limit of fifty square miles on

tho River Cologne, known as the Bryson limit.
Mr. Tackaberry appealod to his audionco not
to leave him, as he intonded to go right on sell.
ing. In proof of this, ho commenced to read
the description and terms of salo of another
limit. Both auctioncers then attempted to con
duct their sales at ono and the samo time. The
result was a scone which was probably never
witnessed at an auction before in Ottawa,
What with the handsome room, the largecrowd
of shrewd looking business men with pencil and
note book in hand, and the confused babel of
voices, over which arogo clear and distinet the
voices of the auctioncem, it could not but remind
tho spectator who had visited tho New York
Gold Exchango in its palmy daysof that famous
inatitution. Both actioneors talked for all ho
was worth, but scarcoly o wornd either said could
bo distinguished, Aftor o fow momoents Mr.
Tackaberry’s voico censed for a timo and bidding
on Mr. Brewer's salo commonced, ‘Tho first bid
was for 82,000, and it rapidly ran up from that
to 83,600, Mr. T'ackaberry then recommenced,
and the confusion was worse than aver. A fow
moments Inter Mr. Gormully, who ropresented
somo of tho parties for whon Mr, Tackaborry
way selling, camo over to Mr, Brower and in.
formed him that it had Leen agreed that the
sales should be conducted alternately.

Marmony having thus been restored, M
Brower proceeded with his salo, and the bidding
advanced to 89,000, when it ceased.  After con-
sultation with his employers, Mr. Brewer then
announced that the bidding having not come up
to tho expectation the limit would bo with-
drawn,

Mr, Tackaberry then put up a limit of fifty
squaro miles situated between tho Dosmoino and
Coulongo rivers, at present owned by Sir Francis
Hincks, who was present.  The first bid was for
2100 per anile, and tho second for 8110, Hero
the bidding ceased and the limit was withdrawn.

Forest Firea,

Tho plague of smoke has settled down over
Ontario, On Monday evening tho darkness
waa so complete in the vicinity of Kingston as
tobe comparabloonly to that described ashaving
visited Egypt in the timo of Moses, while fur-
ther west tho colors which the sky displayed
secmed to bo reflections of the bottomless pit.
So powerfully did theso appearances work upon
tho imagination of the people that the possible
near approach of tho day of judgment Leeame a
subject of concern with many, while the most
painful rumors of calamitics to ncighboring cities
were flying in 51l directions. By forest fires an
enorinous amount of good property is being
destroyed.  Wo presume the gasesof thosmoke,
when they reach the ground, make the Lest of
manure, but it is wanure of o very expensivo
kind, as we shall find in o fow years whon tim-
ber becomes searce. It is vory hard for the
Canadian to realize the stato of things which is
approaching.  So long has it been our lotto con.
tend with the forest that wo look upon it rather
asan enemy than asa friend.  But it requires
little knowledgo to sco that the splendid lnmber
regions of Michigan and Canada arediminishing
at a tremondous aud over accelerating pace, and
that the detnands of the continent are increasing
with liko rapidity. For railway ties alono the
demand on our forests must bo enormous just
now, It hecomes, then, a matter of life and
death to protect the forests. Thisscems to per-
sons ured to the liberty of this country a simplo
inpossibility, It is, howeser, a thing which
has been achioy ed olsewhere and can be achioved
here. It would Lo very queer in the cyes of o
woadstian to bo told, forstance, that ho must
on e account kaoke in the bush, mosquitoes or
ne mosquitoes, and must only make fires under
certain regulations, Yet such aro tho laws in
Suwaeden, with tho result of maintaining thoe
furests of that country from year to year in undi-
minished productivencss.  Wo aro not prepared
for such alwsoluto laws here, but it is high time
steps where tahon to niake furest fires less cuin
moit.  One thing that might Lo dono is to have
fire snmprcturn whuse duty would Ls to ropurt on
the cause of Lvery forest fire, largo and small,
and to suggest nicans tu provent the recurreuce
of the caure whendiscovered. - Afontreal Witness,

Tay Brerbocx Broop Birrars, tho great system ve

novator, blood and liver syrup, acts on the bowely,
{ver and kidncys, and Is & suporb sonle,

THE AMERICAN TRADE.

Tho Northwestern Lumberman, of Septowber
17th, rays that but fow changes in prices have
been reported during the paat week,  Since thoe
advanco fulluwing the one made by the Chicago
dealers, August 27, prices hava been ateady and
very firm. With a single exception, thero has
been no weakness n the leadiug  minrkets
throughout the country,  Tho volume of orders
has been large, in many cases exceeding tho
ability of the dealem to supply.  From Toledo
wo learn that the stock of dry lumber is nearly
exhausted, and that sumo kinds aro bringing
mure than price list quatativns,  Philadelphia
1as luw atucks in somo grades. and is looking

ward anotheradvance, Tho millsat Williams.
port have shut down on account of low water,
which, if it continues, will bo linble to somowhat
affect prices in that locality, Burlington, Vt,,
reports an oxtraordinary heavy teade, with overy
indication that it will continue throughout the
acason,

A lack of transportation facilities is connmon,
not only in the weat, but in tho east as well.
Tho shipment of ordors is mmch dolayod for
want of cars, amd as a consequence lumber is
accumulating on the docks aud mill-yards.
Water freights aro firmer, and in somo cases
have materinlly advanced. It is expected that
tho scarcity of cars will be more marked as tho
crops of the seazon begin to move more ficely.

An extensive corespondence shows that stocks
in the country yards are nowhero heavy, and we
often hear the expression that at present thoy
will bo alluwed t¢ romain in that condition.
Building operations have been susponded to
#omo exteat, more particularly among the fann.
ers, The high prices obtained for their farm
productz may cause a revival, but it is suro to
came late, and probably not to any extont until
tho comire spring.

In the Dualuth region, and throughout Wis-
conxin, many of the mills that wero filling their
orders xlowly, and in somo caseswere douhtful
about their ability to fill somo of them at all,
have now plenty of logs, the lato rains cansing
clean drives.  Often it is necessary to ship lum-
bor as fast a3 it comes from the saw, but the
ones who wero behind are glad to be able to do
even as well as that.

Sad Waste.

One reason why the cabinet woods of the coun-
try are xcarcer and dearer yearly is given in the
cditorial correspondence of the Chicago Indus-
trial World, The gentleman has been spying
out the land, and in thecourso of much interest-
ing infurmation, says.—*Tho unaccountable
wasto of timber is startling, if not appalling.
While cconomists and all thoughtful men in the
older States aro gravely discussing tho problem
of the coming timber famine, thoe good natured,
casy going farmers of Henry county (and all
Mixsonri) are splitting magnificent walnut, but-
ternut, cherry and tulberry trees into common
rails for the enclosure of $8, 812 and 820 lands,
cutting them into logs for cabing, hovels and pig
troughs, and even into common cordwood to sell
on the market in compotition with cheap coals,
Still worze, many a woodland farmer girdles
scares of valuable trees (oven the stumps of
which will be gathered for the coming markets),
burns them in the new clearings, sido by side
with the baser woods, and wonders the while
that he must pay enormous prices for solid wal-
nut furniture from factorics n thousand miles
away.”

A Black List.

The happemngs of tho past week in business
crreles i Ontarto mclude a gravo hist of losses
by fire.| Accounts of forests blazing and homne-
steads destroyed in o number of western coun-
ties arv fulluwed by thuse of tills ana facturies
dovuured by the flames, Two planing mills,
hutel and two wagen shups are burned is Lis
towel ; Cuates' shingle mill at Barrie, John
Boyd's pla .ing mill and J. P, White’s mills at
Whitevale wro alse burned , Thus. Ouillette, an
extensive shipper of woods from the county of

Lex0X has, wo regret to see, sustained a heavy
lozg by the burning of his mill and piles of lum.
ber at Gordon ; Thumas Green & Co. s planing
mill in London »s burned, aud H. C. Green sus.
taims a loss onlumber ; W. A, Fraser, Jumberer,
Wallacebury, 1 buened out ; s0 19 Henry Wells,
of Salford.—2Monctary Tinecs.

AUSK PIRES AGAIN,
ORKAT  DESTRUCTION.—VILLAOEY, SAW jipts,
LVMBER, PARMS, KTC.

GRAVENBURST STATION, Sopt. 16,—Tho Waond.
stock Lumber Company’s mill stock, about theee
millions, has beon entirely conaumed,  The steck
bolongs to McDonogh, McCool & Olwver, of
Toronto. It is undemtood to beo msured, butto
what extent is unknown. Tho wholo of West
Gravonhurst is burning at this moment (TR}
pan.)  Ono church and six housea hayo atready
gono, and if the wind, which is now blowing s
gnlo, continuce, another mill will go contannny
about two and ahalf million. The firo1salready
running in tho sawdust. Wa havo lost ano car,
and there are six moro in danges which wo can.
not got at, tho track being Lurned.

L1NDsay, Sopt. 16.—The bush fires lnst nught
were very disastrous, A strong wind prevaila
all day, which almost roso to a hurricano during
tho ovening. Lossos by fire aro roported thiy
morning from all quarters, A bridge on the
Victoria rail way, near Kimunount, was burned ;
also the saw-miill and a largoauantity of lunsber
belonging to Mr. Ashman, of Eldon. Tho barns
of J. Burmingham and D, Jumeson, in the xame
township, wore destroyed with their contente,
Tho wind continues high to.day, and it is fearad
that the fires will again start afresh. Atone
timo last night it was oxpected the station build.
ings at Fenelon xalls would bo burned, but hy
the efforts of the villagers they werw saved,

How to Render Wood Fire.Proof,

F. Folbarry, of New York, has devised a
method of making wood incombustible without,
in any way, altering its outward appearauce.
Wood propared in accordanco with his process
may possibly be charred just at the surface, Lut
tho heat to which it is exposed, though everin.
tenso, can sever penotrate right into tho wood,
and touch its fibres. Timber potrificd in thi
way i3 particularly suitablo to staircases that are
to resist o conflagration. Tho composition do.
vised by the inventor is as follows :~35 pounds
of sulphate of zinc, 22 pounds of potash, 44

.bounds of alum, 22 pounds of sesquivxide of

manganese, 22 pounds of sulphuric acid at 60',
and 45 pounds of water. Tho whole of the solid
ubstances are put in an won vessel containing
tho water at a temporature of 133° F. When
all this solid matter in dissolved, the sulphurie
acid i3 poured in slowly until the whole is satur.
ated with it. The solution is now ready, andin
order to proparo timber with it the picces must
bo put on an iron grate in a suitablo recipient,
in accordance with the size of tho picces and tho
object for which they are intended, caro bemy
taken to leave holf an inch botween any two
picces. The compasition is pumped iuto the
recipient, and after the wholo of the spaces have
been filled up, it is left thero in a boiling state
for al sut threo hours. The wood is then taken
out and placed on a grato like wooden stand in
the opon air, to make it dry and firm. When
thus prepared the impregnated wood may be
used for ship-building, and building in generl,
for railway carriages, scaffoldings, posts, wooden
pavements, and generally for all purposes,whils
it is desirablo that the material should bo able
to resist fire,

On Plliag Wood.

Many people who handlo wood do not kuuw
thatitfthey wish the bark to come off they should
pilo it bark down; if they wish to retain the
bark, the opposito course should be taken. .\
correspondent writes to tho Detroit Post-Tribune
giving his oxperionco, as follows :—I havo sold
wood for over forty years in Michigan, and I
find that when aplit wood is corded bark upit
remains on until [ sell and measure up the wood,
and all that is piled bark down the bark falls off
and measures nothing ; besides, there 18 moro
hoat in the bark than in the sap of the log.
The most and best ashes aro also in tho bark. 1
havo on my place now somo maplo wood that
was chopped nine years ago and corded bark up,
and tho bark would hold on it I would draw tho
wood to Saginaw (18 mles) and cord up and
moaswe; besides, tho bark is lighter to draw.
Where :ho bark 13 prled down the water runs m
around the wood and makes it dozy, wet and
heavy., Tell your ucighbors to tryit. Railroad
companies would save thousands of dollars by

piling their wood bark up.




