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ing—and consigns-the body to wormis and cormuption——we should, wero
such a supposition true, put forth strong cflorts to ditfuse tho Gospel
among men. Sinco it is tho best remedy for man's sorrows in time,
it blosses man even now—since it is greatly insteumental in the ad-
v t of his 1 | happiness. Buat when wo know, from the
testimony of God, who canuot lie, that man's soul is immortal, that when
ho is absent from the body, lie enters a new state of existence, cither of
eternal joy or sorrow, we should act under this conviction, in tho
work of missions. Aad woe miglt ask you to look around you, and
without much exertion of imagination say, do you not behold many of
your fellow men, possessed of the same immortal natures, that you pos-
scss having tho same desires and longings after nu immortality of hap.
piness that you have~—do you not behold them, living without God and
without hope in the world!  Retleet on their present condition.  They
know not the true God, nor Jesus Chinst whom he hassent,  "They aro
born, they grow in stature, and advance to mutunty and age,~they de-

cay and fall like thy trees of the forest, and m many respeets as uncon-

scious as they, of tho great end of their existence,  They hive m misery

and ignorance, and die without hopo. They have been reduced to a

state of doplorablo debasement ; they will, nay, muast, continue in that

condition, unless they are brought under the power of the gospel. It ia

the gospel alone that ean raise them,  Itis God's appomnted means for

this purposo. Its mission is to heal tho broken-hearted, to lovse the

bands of tho oppressed, to causo the captive to go free. It contains the

charter of the liberty for all the slaves of sin and satan—and those whom

it makes free, aro freo indeed. It is not so in somo other stances,

where emancipation has been granted to slaves. For there have been

individuals round whose limbs the galling chains of bomlagoe aud oppres-

sion have been wreathed who have been by the benevolenco of a nation

redcemed and their names enrolled nmong those of frechorn citizens—

thoy have thus been introduced mto the enjuyment of equal privileges,

and just laws, and still multitudes of them remain the slaves of grovelling

passions—slaves to greater tyrauts~-under a more degrading bondage,

than that from which they hrvo been rescued ¢ showing ug, that men may

be frce in the estimation of the world, and yet the slaves of satan. Now

remomber, that all who ave in such a condition of spiritual bondage (and

this is the condition of the great majority of tho human race) must porish,

if the gospel is not imparted to themn,  Comne, then, to the help of the

miscrablo and perishing.

5. Remember that in proportion as men are brought under the power
of the Gospel, we hare security for life and happiuess.

Though others enjoy the blessings which tho gospel communicates,
this does not diminish the sources or meaus of our happiness. It is a
spring free, ever full, and overflowing. It is a treasure, which enriches
all who reccive it.  Its blessings are not lessened by the numbers who
enjoy them. Sclfishness has a very powerful intluence over unregencra-
ted men, and its influcnce is somctimes felt even by God's people.  If it
could ever be lawfully urged as a motive toaction, we could thus address
thoso who are under such an influcnee—* You sometimes tremble for your
political privileges, or wordly advantages, which you designate your
vested rights—when you supposo that they are in danger, by tho exten-
sion of tho same or equal privileges to others,  You resist with all your
might, and by every mecans which you regard oxpedient or lawful, this
encroachment on your vested rights—even to the detriment of others.
Bnt if you are God's children you will not be actuaied by any such fears
in this work of faith—in this labour of love. For your temporal posses.
sions and privileges are sccured to you, in proportion as men are brought
from the boundago of sin and satan into the liberty of the children of God,
For every person from whom the fetters of sin aud satan have been ro-
moved, is restored to his right mind, and sits at tho feet of Jesus. 1is
dispositions and conduct become from that timo purcly benevolent.  Ho
has tho spirit of Christ and the same dispositions. He is a subject of that
Kingdom, which is rightcousness and peaco and joy in tho Holy Ghost.
Let us remember this, that our safety and happiness will not be dimin-
ished but increased, when others are brought inta the Kingdom of Christ,
that their spiritnal enjoyment is in our power.  Let us act in matters that
concern the soul, as we do in those which respeet the safety and welfare
of thebody. If wesaw tho life of a fellow-croature in danger, wo would
sct with “gromptitude and stedfastness—should wo not act with cqual
promptitude and earncstness when his soul isin danger of eternal death?
Let us not despair of success, though our power bo wesk. Wo know him
who has said, * My grace is suflicient for you, my strength is mado per-
foct in weakness.! Our efforts in this cause muy appear very feeble, to

who aro tomed to behold great movements—and mighty
achievements—but God does not despisc the day of small things—neither
should man. And when our cxertions are perseveringly dirccted to the
salvation of souls, they will bo acknowledged and blessed by God” D,
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THE COURSE OF FAITH, ox Tt Pracricar BEnteveER DELINEATED.
By John Angell James. New York: Carter & Brothers. Tor-
onto: A. Armour. Price 3s. 9d.

This, as might be expocted from the author, is an excellent work—
clear, concise and substantial—and such as is wanted to instruct inquir-
ers after the truth, and direct and animate bolievers init. The author
has chapters on the following topies: Faith in general—in Justification
—in relation to Sanctification: the Joy—the work of Faith: Faith's
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victory over the world: Faith in prayer—in hearing the word: tho as-
surance of Faith: Faith in reference to tho Bleasings of this life—its
excrciso in reference to Afiliction: to Death—to Heaven.

'T'ho fashion of the day is to get up books in a fancy etylo of binding
—light and attractive, but destitute of tho firmness and wearablencss of
the old sheepskin; and a similar fashion is extending to thewr con-
tents.  There is an evangelical school of writers aiming at popularity,
by a soft, poctic religions sentimentalism pervading overy work. Tho
books of this schiool.are useful, attractivo too—to Christians who have a
longing after novelties —but it is to be feared Test the taste of tho Church
be vitiated by cordials instead of food. They may wmake what may bo
ealled an emoational piety, but not the robustness and solidness of real
religiousness.  We want not our religious books to carry us into a
dream-land, or make picty a poem~all such will mako a talking reli-
gion —one associated with parlour languor and ladics’ sighs—a gilded
superficialisin ; but they will do littlo to mako tho man of God thoroly
furnishied unto all good works. Thoy will do for tho religious dwarf,
but not for making or for sustaining strong and vigorous chris-
tinn manhood, Pretty things in religious literature aro liko flower gar-
dens—they are well enough hero and thero—but if alf cultivation were in
flower-gardens, wo would starve ; we would sigh fora homely fichl of tho
ripo and yellow grain.  Wo speak not thus of the work beforo us, but
rather to say t.hat James gives us tho uscful—that is prominent—though
not without & fuir degree of tho ornamental, in clegant expression, without
any attempt at catering to & false taste by figure-hunting, or soft state-
ments of religious nothings.

COLLECTANEA LATINA : sev Eccresiastic Axtiquiratis Mox-
uMENTA Eximia: ex Patrus Orerinus, 1x vsey Crassts Treovo-
O1CME, EXCERTTA.

To tho Rev. Dr. Willis, Professor of Theology, Knox's College, To-
ronto, wo are indebted for this well printed class-book for students in
Divinity. It is an octavo, of 112 pages; and can be had, on applica-
tion to Mr. John Burns, at tho College building. It contains Tertulli-
an'a Apology—the Octavius of Minucius Felix—extracts from Cyprian's
Epistles—Augustine—and Calvin, Though but a mero infinitesimal of
tho ¢ Fathors,” yot to many it will be valuable, as thoy may not have tho
means of posscssing, cr tho opportunity of consulting, tho ponderous
tomes of patristic writings, As it is intended to be a class-book, and
likely to bo used beyond tho precints of Knox’s Collego, it would be an
advantago if Dr. Willis would have it bound in cloth, at least, instead
of the paper cover, which is altogether unsuitable for use, and for the li-
Lrary.

But of tho * works of the Fathers1” It isat therisk of a reproof, ora
controversy, or thorough condumnation for ignorance, or gracclessness,
to say a word agaiust certain writers. Who would havo the hardihood
to say that ho does not admire Milton's Paradise Lost; or Young’s
Night Thoughtal or wlo, to an ancient maiden, or damo cither, of the
old school of pious readings, would venture to say one disapprobatosy
word of IHetvey's Meditations aniong the Tombs, or Erskine’s Gospel
Sonncts? Tho Fathers! Rome talks everlastingly of the Fathers;
Protestant Episcopacy follows in her wake; and tho Fathers—not
tho Apostles—becameo authorities to an unwarranted extent. Enter
into controversy with Roman Catholic priests, or Puseyito Episcopal
clergymen, and it is not what said our Saviour, or Paul, or Peter, or
John ; but what said Jerome, or the Gregorics, or Chrysostom, or Basil,
or Augustine. Even Presbyterians have quite enough of theso patristi-
cal leanings. Wo may bo told they were great men—they wore great
bovk writers—but wo will find hundreds of ministers in the present
day who, on one Sabbath, give more of rcal masterly reasoning and
sound practical theology, than will be found in tomes that took a  Fa.
ther” years to write, and which would require the strength of a man to
carry. For all this, it is well, indeed necossary, that students and min.
isters should be acquainted with them, and, therefore, this collection of
oxcerpts, by Dr. Willis, is valuable, as we get the grains of wheat
without turning over the bushel of chaff. We hope we do not bring
down on us tho ire of our worthy friend, the Principal of Knox’s Col.
lege, and some others, whom wo know and esteem, who are ready to do
battlo against all heretics against the < Fathers,” but, (without any pre.
judice tothe writings in this Collectanea) we think tho following extract

from Isaac Taylor's Ancient Christianity, is protty noar the truth:—



