
QUERY AN4D REPLY. 7

Is the word ofGlod, whiic1 ks calied thie Nev Testament, a dcad letder,
as many affirni, or ks it flot ? A.

t r. P L V.

Threc hundvedc(' and twenty five years have olapsed since Lu-
ther wrote his letter of disconnection -,vith the Pope, and no-.Y
such a question askied ! llow unaccouniably slow the progrcss
of reformation.

In reierence to the mnUrof a.nsworing, Solornon gives us twvc>
different kinds of miaxinis, for two different kinds oi nun. And
as ihe ways of prudence have flot materialy changed since thesa
rules wvere writteri, and îus ail trien are flot dike coîistituted, sonie
perceiving the truth mnore readily when prescntcd in contras,
and some by plain speech, -.ve take t1je liberty of replying to, ihiz
query in mianner and style as foll1ows -

ist. The bible is a dead letter to those who belong to an infal-
lible church, that interprets or xvithholds it as expediency or pol-
icy may dictate.

2nd, It is a dead" letter to ail who consider that ecclesiastical
ministers and bishops may have sufficient faith, kçnowledge, and
holiness for themnselves and ail who confide in themn.

3rd. It is a dead iettei' to every one 'who is xvaiting at. somne
theological Siloarr until sonie undelinable spirit froni the world of
spirits enlighten bis owul spirit.

.4th. It is a dead letter to ait theorists wvho rnay:be acqu"ainted
iwith its doctrines but wvho nover ack(no,-wledge the divinity and
excellency of these doctrines by living unto GCôd-,

But- again, 1'st. The bible is a living lcttéÉ to those xvho arc
meribers of that church which. is founded iipon the IlLord's An-
oiited," and the amnbassadors ordained andci ommrissioned by

2nd. It is a living letter tô ail who read it rationally -with a
view to reçoive its testimon3'. IISeekz and you shall find."

3d. It is a living letter to overy one who peruses it as a revel-
ation frorn God, and who considers that its author had both the
abiiity and desire to mrake it simple:

4th. It is a living loUter to every honest mani, who, studving its
teachings, acquires a kznowledge of its doctrines and prccepts,
and thon caretùily and conscientiously orders his life accordingly.

ConDUCOR.

'The bec bas its sting and the rose its thorri, and wvhile we
rejoice in lhe influence of the press, xve maust not. forget that what-
ever has the ability to benefit has equal power to injure; and that
the press may be so uniVisely managed, and its influence s0 miis-
directed that it ivill dispicase where it should delight, and wound

à


