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and @ declaration of the
LI independence of the Creator,
A true Protestant, therefore, said Mes
Master, *does not acknowledge that tod
bas a right to teach himg or, it he acknowl-
edges this right, he does not feel himselt
bound to believe all that God teaches him
through those whom God has appointed to
teach mankind,  Jle says to God:  If thou
teachest me, I oreserve to myself the right
to examine thy words, to explain them as §
choose, and admit only what appears to me
true, consistent and useful.'  Hence Nt.
Augustine says;  * You, who believe whi

f.““ pl wnd reject what you please, he-
ieve yourselves or your own tancy rather
than the (zospel. Tiw faith of th
ant, then, is based upon his private jud

ment alone: it is human,  As his judgment
is alterable, he naturally holds that his
taith and doctrine is alterable at will, and
i< therefore continually ehanging it.

truth: for truth never ehanges: uor does

he hold it to be the law ot God, which he !

Is bound to obey : for i the law of God |
alterable at will, it can only be altered by

God Himselt, never by nan, any body ot *

wen, orany creature of God,

*There are, we like to helleve, among
Protestants, many individuals who are far
fuperior to their Protestantism, who have

not yet learned to distrust reason, who hold |
that trath is obligatory, that religion is the i

Law of conscienee, who are honest, upright,
Kind-bearted, and benevolent aceording to
their light, and who mean to he
Chiristian believers,
with and he more orless afteeted by argu-
ments but they are not genuine Prote

tants.  They may not very well understand
the doctrines retained from the Chureh by
the early reformers, but they believe them

to be revealed truths, which it would be |

sinfal in them to deny, not mere opinions
which one is free to hold or not hold ac-
cording to his pleasy These serve to
keep up a show of re m in the several
Protestant seets, but they are not governed

by the Protestant spirit, and it carried |

away by the Protestant movement, they
are not its leaders,  They are the laggards
in theonward mareh of Protestantism,

Lt is worthy of remark that in the war

which Protestants and infidels have hither- |

to waged against the Church, neither has
not pretends to have any trath or principle
to oppose to her. They do not fight, for the
truth, nor for any affirmative or Catholic
principle that she denies or neglects, but
for what they call the rights of the mind,
which, translated into plain English, means
the emancipation of the human mind from

the authority of truth, and therefore from |

God who is truth, or, in simpler terms still,
the liberty to treat truth and falsehood as
of equal value, as equally indifferent, or to
deny all real distinetion between them, and
therefore between right and wiong, Neither

rotest- !

Evi-
dently, then, he doesnot hold it to be the '

true
These can be reasoned |

223

4 peason nor revelation can tolerate this sort
of liberty —intellectual and moral license
Lrather: and the very existenee and presence
of the Chureh condemmns it.  Henee the ir
reconcilable antagonism between the Chureh
and the seets,  Yet is there a notable difs
Terence between the temper and motives of
the two part The Chureh is always
calm and colleeted, for she knows that she
, has the truth: she indulges in no passion,
fresorts to no violenee, to no eruelty o
tharshness against her encmies, for she
tknows that they are only harming theme
tselvesc not her: and hence she is moved in
Jhier resistance to their blind rage only by
pthat divine charity which secks to save
souls, ot to destroy them,  She is moved
fhy love for her enemies, and seeks at all
Ftimes, by all the wmeans in her power, to do
Sthem good - good for time and for eternity,
Her temper towards them is that of intinite
tenderness and compassion. — But the tene
per of her enemies towards her is that of
hatred, and hatred without eauses they are
moved, not by eharity, by love of souls, for,
it they helieve in salvation at all, they hes
Heve that souls ean be saved in the Chureh
at least as well as out of it. and henee, the
{dupes of their own hateful passions, there
Is nooextreme of violenee or eruelty to
which, where they have the power, they
will not go, if they judge it uecessary or
L useful to their cause.™
Buch utterances of MeMaster made in
Ppublie and in private conversation with
Protestant friends attracted the attention
of Bishop Hughes, who was firmly convineed
vhat in him lay a voeation second only to a
tealling to the priesthood,  Full of zeal,
overflowing with learning, a master of a
direct style, of strong vitality, and possess
sing fearless courage - a man as sensitive of
the Chureh’s honor as is a well-nurtured
woman of her chastity, and, when it was
attacked, with the strength of a giant to
strike in its defence— such was James A,
MeMaster in his young days, and such he
remained to the end,

At that time, the Freoman's Jonrnal was
the property of Bishop Hughes, whose
private secretary, the Rev. James Rooses
velt Bayley, afterwards Arehbishop of Hale
timore, acted as its editor for two years,
Writing on Oct. 6, 1877, of this period, Mr,
MeMaster gives the following glimpse of his
labors and his relations to Father Bayley-—
as well as of his own trenchant ideas:

*Thirty years ago the New York Frose
man's Jowrnal was the property of Bishop
Hughes: and  Father James Roosevelt
Bayley it nominal editor. Fu.r sOme
| months the present editor and proprietor of
Lthe Feeomaw's Jowrnal attempted the task




