
CHURCH AND HOME.

J esuis niakes a claini îîot only on re-
àpcct, buit also on obedicixce, whîiclî
no0 lîoîest mîan caîî escape by citiîîg
lier failures and dis~rcs ?e
lic laid to hîcart âhat i is ,îot relig-
ionî diat creaties roxtcîi anîd loath-
soine chiaracter, liut tuie waiit of re-
ligionî. las aîîy more faiultless pic-
turc of lîigli living ever beeti lailite-J
ilian tie sermon on tlîe mîowîît?
I-as any-oxe ever rated wilfuil evil-
doer- %vîth miore scathing coîltenipt
ilian Jestus? And if jesus lîad
siîigled ouit otie class and luit thieni
ini Ille pillory iuxîto all limîe, it is the
swvarni of religionisîs wlîoni H-e lused
bo caîl whited sepuilclîres. It is îîot,
enoigh, tierefore, to, say ibiat Jestis
%vas not like tiese iien, nor to frankly
admit tlîaz lit is in nîo wvay resp)oîîsx-
bIc for dxciii. Otir iîetitral itust go
fardiuer anxd do honour to Jestis, be-
cause H-e opcîxly wvashied H-is biands
of tlîe very kixîd of peopile wvbicli
this objecter now niakes an, excuse
for not beiîig a Chîristian.

One point oughit ai once to be
gr.-iited withotit any rebate or grndg-
ig," and îb at is that religion nist. be

juidged îlot ly faith, buit by works.
Wlîat a mîan believes or feels is be-
twvcîî luini anîd God. Wlhat lie does
is bcifore mai. If Clîristians do îlot
as a rtile live 0on a liier levcl thian
dîicir fcllow-iiieii, dxcnii itniav bc fairly
conîtended ilhat tlîeir religion fails of
its p.nrposc. If on the whole tlicy
are sliglîtly purer, kiîîder straighxter,
liolier, dxcii onîe is bonîîid to ac-
kïîowlcd-e ail uîîseî source, as lie
believes in a biulb wlîen *U.ic sceîxt of
Ille hîyacinîli fills tic rooxîî. jesus
%vas; not afraid of thus test, alid did
îlot concede it witli quialificationis.
1-le boldly proposed it agaiin aiîd
aüai, ,andl inisied on its al1icationi.
-1]y thecir fruits% yc shahl 1kï1o% itheîi."

Clxristiaîîity ouiglît to prodiice lier
credentials widxout pressure, anîd
onghit to bc aîiccliie or any attcnîpt
to avoid tic mioral judgicn of txc

wvorid. t ivas a poor buisiness to,
say ,"Hlere is a 1)erfCctly designed
and fi-iishced eîgiîîe, but we distinctly
decline trial trips." W'ithiin tic
Gospels and Epistles Chiristianity is
a nobly conccivcd, religion ; outside
amid die billows and cimrents of life,
Christianity demiands yet grcaterad-
miration. Th'le dangers of the trial
hlave becu miuchi exaggcrated. ls it
really tic case ibiat religion lins stich
a strong claixii iin tie shape of au-
thority. and makes sntcb a poor showv
in practice? Arc Ch1isîtiais aýs
a body a doivn draught: on Christi-
anlity? If tiweerallv tic case,
and for nincteen cecnturies Christianis
h as beeni more or less disreputable
pJeople, dien it may le takeî for
g-ranted dliat tiîre would hiave been
aiI last one religfion less iii the îorld.
Inideed, it is not an11 extravagance
to say that if aîîy imîpartial person
mnade a carefuil observation of one
bnndred, Christiaxîs iii the spirit of
religieuis science, lie îvofld be aston-
islied not at thecir utter iinlilkcniess,
but at ibleir distinct likeiîess to Christ.
Were 1, hiowever, at the car of our
friend Mvien lie is selecting, lus speci-
mîens, 1 îvotld niakze a sufgestion.
Do not, if you really wisb to get a
reliable restult, include aniong your
hundred or yonr ien a certain por-
tion of obvions hypocrites. Jnly
sbirewd pcrsoîî cati distilnguishi bc-
twceni this kind of a mian anîd a truce
Christiani as easily as between silver
and silver plate. It is bare justice
to excinde suich chiaricters from this
trial, siîîce religlioni is nîo miorc re-
sponsible for 'thienu than a iaînu-
facturer for the adultcrated goods
whicli are sold inder ]lis maille, but
wliicli lic lias îîever produccd. Re-
li.gion lia:s beeni badly treated iii thuis
aff air, for shie lias been hield rcspoîisi-
Uce bolli for bier oiwn prodligals, vhioni
.sle îîînist iuot dison il, alid dxcii for
other peoplcs prodig-als shie did flot
rear anîd lieartily dislikes. You inay


