
Bros. Oliver Crase, H. S., McLaren, H. T.,
Gregg, D. S. C. R., Dodds, H. A., and several
others were preseut to bid me imelcoxne, and
to cause me to forget at once that 1 was
thousands of miles fron homne, a stranger
in a sýrange land. Fii'aternity more than any
other agency is doing a great work in rnak-
ing one. people of two nations, At the Butler
flouse 1 was the g uest of the brethren during
niy stay ini Se ttle. In the cvening at an in-
formai, but extrenieIy pleasant reception, 1
had an opportunity of meeting a large num-
ber of tlinr bretbren of this gr owing city of
the far West, and of discussing wîth tbem
the bright prospects of the Order in the

Stae. extmorning 1 had the pleasure,
under t1he guidance nof- Dr. NewI'. nds, of see-
ing a littie of what its citizens dlaim as the
commercial metrop dis of the State. The
dlaim, 1 unders tandi, is d isputed by Tacoma
and one or two othcr places. The city is
beautii'ully situataid on a number of natu-
rai terraces, and commands a fine view of
Puget Souad. Just now it is lit e all western
cities passing throtigh a pendèl of depression.
Ail whom 1 met are sanguine as to its great
future. One of the iarkced characteristics
of the West is its splendid optimismi.

AtTAcoa)A, on the 233rd inst. ,the second comn-
munication of the fligh ourt was opened in
due form in Foresters' I-l, wbich was bestu-
tifuliy decorated for the occasion. Bro. Dr.
Davies, H.C.R., presided with dignity, fair-
ness, and 1 might add, imperturbable good
nature. The attendance of delegates was
go od, only a few of the more distant courts
being unrepresented. The reception accorded

your reprecentative *was most cordial. A
veny gratif ying interest was xnanif ested i
the.proceedings, and the way in which the
business was conducted hig hly c;reditable,
especia'ly when it is remenibered that the
Hligh Court was only organized a little oven
a year.

On the evening of the first day of mepting
a public meeting of a social nature was helfd

he Hall was too small tn acconimodate the
large number that attended. A select musi-
cal and literary programme was ?'endered in
the early par of the evening, and 1 gave a
short talk on the fratennal aspect of the
I.O.F. Ice cream, fruit, cake, etc., were
served in great abundance. Thisq was Izllow-
ed by a funiction for which 1 did not wait,
but where my kinsman, the S. S., would be
quite in his element, and whene indeed you
rnight younself tread a stately measune. The
butsiners was concluded the second day at
six o'clock. Ass sted by Bro. Gnegg, 1 duly
installed the offcers for the cunrent yeatr.
They %ènter on their duties enjeying the
thorough confidence of the High Court. I am
very much mistaken if they doý not make for
themszelves a record that will be higbly ad-
vantageous to the Ordler and credit.,ible to,
themselves. The receipt of a fraternal. mes-
sage from the H-igh Court cf North Dakota
in answer to onn sent created great enthusi-
asm, and the allusion to yourself in it was
greeted çith hearty cheers. After the ad-
.ournme-2t of the HEigli Court 1 met in con-
fenence with the High Standing Committee;
eave themn such hints as 1 could from my ex

pcrience of the 'work ini Ontario, and noted
some sugge: . ons foir your con sidcration.

On the evening of the second day I ad dreas-
ed a public meeting. The attendance was
fail-, and tbe sympathetic attention with
wbich 1 was hearct was ail that 1 could, de-
sire. The press of Tacoia gave considerablo
space to our proceediDgs. and niy addIrefs
,%vas very fully reported iii the Lcdgqer.
pressure cf work and fliinited timne prevent-
ed mne from seeing nincl of the city. 1 was.
assured that Seattle Pas not in iL compared.
with Ta comna, but orn that; point it is fair te
state that Seattlie bolds an entireiy diffErent
opinion. I will not undertake to judýge be-
tween themi. As far as hrsnitality is con-
cerned " 'hey are "lbot hi ini it." I. was well used,
&acI when ileft on Saturda-y for V.ct.oria, haýv-
ing been escorted te the baat by Bros. For-
syth, H. V. C. R., and Wannacott, I. M.
I canried with me vcry pleasant inemories cf
my brief sojourn with my bretlu'en ofWs-
ington State.

Unfori unately the prevaler co cf forest
fires obscured the beauty of w'hat tb- oreth-
ren assured me is the niost picturteE Une State
in the Union. The glories cf Mbor.nt Baker
and the varied beauties cf t-ele(Ui.pic Pan ge,
1 was told, cannot be iniagired, and must
needs be seen te be apprpciated. The weaith
cf the state is great, and its developynent is
onlyiits infancy. I xaust believe that the
p eople se quick te see the great n3ossibilies
of the state only need te know JŽNDEPENDENT
FORESTRLY te place it i the vtry front of
f raternalismn

The steamer City of Kiiigston, that plieR on
Puget Sound, between Tacoma and Vic-
tonsq, hadl fo-. me a pleasantly fainiliarname.
At Seattle I bad a short interview at the
dock wit-h High Secretary ("ruse and Higli
Treasurer Dooda and an athicted brother
wbo is a "fit candidate for the ranka, cf the
disabied." My sail throughi "lthe finest sait
waten inlet in the world" resulted in the
destruction cf anothen cf my ideals. In fancy
1 always saw the Pacific, as a sunny sea,
canopieci by a rcft., blue s9ky; thme breezes
were always balmy arid the prospect ever
changing l)ut ever pleasing. Alas fer iry
id"a). ln the atinosphere fog and smoke
struggled. for the supremacy, hoth so utterly
badl that you did net cane which won, and
instead cf the spicy breeze yen had an iii-
tempered nerth-west wind that made an
ovey,-oat wý.clcome.

VICTORIA. the capital cf Brit ish Columbia,
was reached at six p.m. At the dlock 1 had
the pl1easure cf meeting Bey. Dr. Camipbell,
an oid Ontario fniend. and like my-'.lf- a na-
tive cf the caunty cf Simcoe. Bro. King and
two or three oFbers wene thene te biai me
welcorne on behaif cf tbe ForeFters cf the
most English city out cf En'gland. Victoria
is "-beautiful fer situation," and if net, the

-1e7 cf the whole eartb, the legitirnate pridc
Of every citi7en. On the evening cf Satlirday
I met the two courts in their beautiful hall.
j0he attendance was not large, but thorough-
ly representative. Ma-ny of the brethren are
away from the cil Y. Sonie in South Afnica,
some in Alaska, Rossland, etc. The possi-
bilities for rapid growth ini British Columrbia

7

TRE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.


