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God, sterling honesty is the distinctive feature, should have reason to
suspect that their Clergy believed one thing whilst they taught another.

And now, brethro, if these points be clear, we may proceed to a few
bints which I desire to give you, for the due fulfilment of this ministry,
which you will undertake with a wçell-informed and settled conscience.

To enter, indeed, here at length on this wide subject, would be mani-
festly impossible. I hope, moreover, God willing, for an opportunity of
addressing you to-morrow on some of its more solemn topics : only I
would now desire to suggest to you some considerations as to matters
of detail, which suit the circumstances of to-day, rather than those of
to-morrow.

And, Ist, let me repeat what I have already said to you here. Make
ùp your minds deliberately, if you mean to be faithful, to lead a life
wherein hearty and venturous faith will be daily tested by calls to un-
flinching self-denial. Your one work is to win souls to Christ: not to
produce a certain general decency and amendment in the face of society
around you, but as God's instrument, and through the power of Christ's
name, to work in living souls the mighty marvel of their truc conver-
sion. low painful soever be the thoughts which it excites, never lose
sigbt of this truth, that your ministry bas failed as to every soul
entrusted to you who is not under it converted to the Lord, or built up
in His holy faith. And such a work must be full of toil and self-denial.
The " strong man armed " will not allow you to " spoil bis bouse," and
be free the while from molestation. And ho is ever ready with his as-
saults and crafts; unless you slumber be will not even seem to sleep.
Reckon then first on opposition.

And then, secondly, remember that in all this you bave a real work
to do. Let this thought be always with you. Go out to visit in your
parish, not because you ought to spend so much time in visiting your
people, but because they have souls, and you bave committed to you
(feeble as you are) the task of saving them, in Chiist's strengtb, from
everlasting burnings. When you talk with them, beware of the dreamy
listlessness which would decently fill up some ton minutes with kind-
ness, good words, an inquiry as to their fanilies, their work, their healtb,
ending possibly with a formal prayer ; but say to yourself, Now must I
get into this heart some truth from God. Be real with them ; strike as
one that would make a dint upon their shield of bardness, yea, and smite
through it to their heart of hearts. When you preach, be real. Set
your people before you in their numbers, their wants, their dangers, their
capacities ; chose a subject, not to show yourself off, but to benefit
themi; and thon speak straight to them, as yon would beg your life, or
counsel your son, or call your dearest friend from a burning bouse, in
plain, strong, earnest words. And, that you may be thus real, I would

• Sec a Sermon preached to the candidates for Ordination, at the Or-
dination of Christmas, 1845, 6. By Samuel, Lord Bishop of Oxford. (J.
H. & J. Parker.)


