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V.
From Burlington Bay, the American fleet proceeded to

York, then totally defenceless and occupied only by a few
invalids from the regular regiments of De Rottenburg's
army. A landing was accomplished there without resist-
ance, the sick men were paroled, and for several days
afterwards vessels continued to cruise along the Canadian
coast, making descents wherever a cluster of buildings in-
dicated the existence of a settlement. Columns of smoke
rising from the burning bouses which marked their pro-
gress, were observed all day long from the British lines
drawn around Fort George on the 31st of July, and finally
De Rottenburg gave orders for a general advance, probably
in the hope of compelling his adversary to recall his fleet
froIn its career of devastation. All the American pickets
were easily driven in, the village of Niagara was occupied
for several hours, and their position carefully reconnoitred
frorn the steeple of the Presbyterian church, which over-
looked every part of their works. The chief result of this
polonged reconnoissance was the discovery of a force


