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Pole With Peary™), is to be found confirmation of much that Nansen ™ i
suffer

written about these interesting people.  History does not show any tragy)

of their having held much intercourse with the ecivilized world unti| 1% ver
very late date; and it is certain that no religion other than that of j, i sives
manity had made any impression upon their character. In that weirfilsmple
country existed a people surrounded with all the lmr:lships of an ArciiJll e a fa
life, practising every virtue that Christians claim to have invented. still ac
The Eskimo sought his fortune on the sea, his skill was displayed iyl ordinal
the management of the kaiak, the huge prey that swarms in the Poly] Han
seas taxed his ccurage, and his genius is shiown in the weapons he |yl the abs
fashioned from the bones of his prey. Activity was not only pleasurabl. il to adm
but it was imperative ; for his skill upon the sea brought him in retun i be assu
food, light, heat, and clothing. But misfortune was not unknown to thefll moral ¢
Eskimo, and his position was ofttimes serious and difficult. However, 10 rega
there always remained one consolation to cheer and encourage him : | The |
long as food remained in the tribe, no person would be allowed to die offl 1t 18 col
hunger ; and should starvation be inevitable, thn all would be partaker gl Moralit
of the same grim fate. Starvation co-existing with loxury was unknoyy [ sccused
to the Eskimo until the missionary found his way inio the settlements, [l the aut
Nansen makes no mention of cannibalism, and 1 therefore concludeff dates.
that it did not exist in Greenland, Many accounts of the Eskimo depicl PAssage

heathen

him as a coward ; but this is not correct, and is probably due to the fa I
rally fin

that he sees neither use nor reason for an indulgence in war. England

would be a far more praiseworthy nation if only one-half of the compli- g Vit [w
ments Nansen pays to the Eskimo were deserved by Englishmen. their ne
Almost daily our newspapers are sullied with uncharitable remarks oflj 10 para
semi-refined forms of abuse, while ordinary conversation is rarely conJi uently
ducted without some tinge of calumny, wain du
From * Greenland’s icy mountains,” however, we get a more exaltedfll 1t is v
state of affairs. Nansen suys: ““ They never ntter a syllable of abuse il for the ¢
their language being unprovided with words of that class in which ourggll racters.
is 80 rich.” Trustworthiness is one of their most striking characterisJll beard ar
tics, and when we have formed an idea of the hardships they frequently he was
experience, we cannot but admire their keen regard for honesty., Whenfll ¢ cross
offering any article for sale, they are extr ‘mely anxious to acquaint th (ireen
purchaser with all its defects, and they go so far as to exchange it, evenfll 00 que
after a considerable time, should the bargain not have proved a good on ‘l"“".‘f- a
for the buyer. m\";‘mnn‘
The rights of property are very carefully observed. Dr. Nansen SaYs The C

“ As a proof of the Eskimo’s scrupulous regard for the moral law whid
he recognizes, I may remind the reader that he never touches driftwo
which another has placed above high-water mark.”

Further, before the introduction of Christianity, the Eskimos neithe
believed in a god nor prayed to an unseen being. Dr. Rink, in ** Tal
and Traditions of the Eskimos,” has given a detailed account of thei
superstitions, which are mostly of a simple character, and much resembl
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