-~ Home Readings..
M Neh 13: 15-23. ‘Keeping’ thc Sabbat
TP, Geml 1: 26 to 2t :

T potmted.” e Cewlon Do Tl
W.. Jer, 17:.19-27.. Sabbath:to” be hallowed.
Th, Tzek. 20:..10-20. . Sabbath-breaking
‘demounced <., .t
F. :Isa, 56:-1-7.:
'S, Isa.58: 8-14.- . Sabbath joy.. " . o0
..Su, Luke §: 1-10..  Christ’s’ teaching. -

holy’—Bx. XX 8. "

i Lesson Text.© ...
‘Supt.—15. 'In those-dayssaw Lin Judah-

‘forne treading wine présses on thé'sabbath,

. apd bringing in a sheaves; and lading asses::
o a8 also wine grapes,’ and figs; -and all-man-;
.1, -nér-of burdens, Aviii h.-they-‘brought: into;-
L ’ cand - I0
testitied - against-th i in- the day wherein'

Je-rw’sa-lem on the sabbath :day:

they’ sold victuals:
School,—16.. There |

- ‘therein, which brought - fish; 'and:all - man=

- .ner of ware, and so0ld ‘on"the sabbath unto
' the children of Ju'dah, and in Je-rulsa-lem.:

L day? s
..-18.* Did ‘not. your fathers thus, and , did
‘not our God bring all this evil upon us, and

" tipon. this “city?. yet ye:bring more wrath
upon' Is'ra-el by profaning the sabbath..

.. gates of Je-ru'sa-lem began
fore the sabbath, I

' that there should no burden be brought in.

- on the sabbath day.- , .
90 So the merchants and sellers of all
kind of ware lodged . without. -Je-rw’sa-lem
“once or twice. - e e )

.91, Then'I testified against them, aud said
“‘unto them, Why lodge ye about.the wall?.

if.ye do so again, I will lay ‘hands.on. you..
forth. came they no:'more.

- . From thattime
""" on the'sabbath.’ B : : o
" 99 And-I commanded the Le'vites that
they should cleanse themselves, . and.. that
s " they should come and keep the gates, to
' sanctify the sabbath day.. Remember me,
"0 my God, concerning this ‘also, and spare

_me accord_ing to the greatness of thy mercy. -

% .. .. The Bible Class.
' The Sabbath—JTer, xvil,, 21-27: - IL Chron.
-xxxvi., 21: Neh: x.,” 29-33: --Isa, 1vi,, 2-T;

Tviil,, 13: Bzek. XX, 19,-13,-20, 21; xliv,,

w94 - Bx. xvi., 29; xxxi, 13-17:7" Deut. v.,

Gen. 11,3, ... o
Suggestions.

__About sixteen years after Nehemiah. first.

went to- Jersualem, he returned there, hav-
* ing-been  for - four or five years
Babylon, the court of Artaxerxes,
Persia. . TR :

~ king - of

o : Nehe.mi‘a.h ’foimd"th:it' during hig a.bselice .
- “many abuses and evils had sprung-up. The.
" people and even the priests were® breaking

" ihe commandments of God in"the most
. flagrant  way. . The: chief abuses: were -the
.- .breaking of the Sabbath,-and “the marrying
" ! “of heathen wives.

- :Nehemiah set himself to reform. - Also the

::people had neglected bringing in theirtithés,
he bouse:of God was forsaken, services .
“could not be kept up without ‘monay. . .Those .
who had been ordained. to :spend. their time
‘caring for the temple and its services, had"
-been: forced from:fwant of support, to spend

.and the

helr ‘time farming. "
The'

‘Lord a weatiness !
_study:in’ the :light:
“title. of ¢

" The’people had" grown so “accustomed to the
sight that:it:had lostits horror: for; them. ™

‘The'- Sabbath ap-.-
- ‘and-callous, ithat’ it is not safe to allow our-:

.sélveés to repeat any sin’or carelessness
. tender: conséience is 2 ~great;blessing,
- “the tenderest ‘conscience:if constantly worn
“on becomes hardened.. ... Sin’ causes;
| -were, an abrasion,

-Bléssings in keeping. =

" allow- himself. to i ]
sight. of -evil: God mnever - becomes' aceus--- )

dw_eft Eﬁeﬁ;’bf‘ Tyre. é.isp" Y

o+ 47, Then'I ‘c'ontended'With'thét?nol)_les._otz;v
. Ju'dah, an_d}mid-unbothem‘,‘Wl‘_la,t' evil thing: -
‘is this that'ye do, and profane the sabbath :
o ’ S it e figh. anhd ! other’ wares on
“wyarned , them: that: they iwere not . to ..come’
' again-to.Jerusalem. - Then he reproved the:
_“nobles and:chief ‘men of the Jews, reminding’
4 ¢ : - them -how' their:fathers.-had. ‘hagd:;to..be
- And-it. came-to pass. that.when:-the *punished for- this very offence. .. They were s
to be dark be-: i mal
“commanded that the .
' gates should be shut, and charged that they
‘should not be opened.till after the sabbath: -
and somé of my servantsset I at the gatcs,.

"appealed. first.to

did; .- :Men .in. high positions of influence

13-15: Matt,” _.X.ii‘.. ‘g, 10-12: - John ix,,  14: '
' Dee. 3..‘Until "He come.-

back -at-

(xiii., 11, 18, 28), These,

rophet Malachi draws a"‘da:l_'kv picture -

/'This"is’ interesting "t
-oftheNéf: Testament’

priest ’: as” bestowed. on- every: be-
;26: . Pe

ih). the Lord Jesng (Rev, 1,765

Sabbath after: Nehemiali had, re-

So- easily’. do.our-consciences ;become ‘seared.

A
“but -

as it

becomes ‘a’ callus. . - But Nehemiah.did’'not -
become'raccustomed’,;to, the

tomed to the sight of .evil, it .is; as it were,"
4 -contapt’ surprise;and pain-to him
sin “in- the. heart of man. God. is un-
changeable; and ‘the hatred which he had for.

“the first sin in-the garden of Eden is the =7 4
same ‘hatred- with which he now regards.. .. . ”

sinviof. every:kind. . ‘The sin -which made -

'-'necessary::gthe.,;greatest.f Sacrifice "the world. .

its. = "
smallest: form.in the presence of God.. If. "
. our-. hearts- live; in. God’s. presence
- ‘feelsome: of* his-hatred i

ever saw,-can:-never’ be . tolerated- sin-
' we  will
> of for sin. it .will be’
intolerable fo:us.~:. . < o anty ke Gead
- When*Nehemiah -saw the men of:Tyx
that-great fishing " city, coming: with. "their;

‘ -the Sabbath, -be "

-

violating ore.of the distinet commandments.
of God,- and by their open rebellion caus-
ing ‘the presence and prosperity of God to be
removed from the’éity. - The people seem.

-to -have ~repented ~and . promised better
-things: - Nehemiah in his reforms generally. . ° A : C ;
' .. smolker aré swelled and saturated with a dis-.

‘gusting poison.

‘the noblés  or  most  in-

fluential men -because-their example would.

" go further than a great deal of talk.- Also
- they. probably had been the first  to -make -

the sins common, though they may .never -
have gone so far as.the common people.”

have - a -greater responsibility . - than
other .men — though -each. one of .
us.is individually responsible to God.. We'
can -mot shift our responsibilities, each
man must see that his own influence; how-
ever -small, is for the bhest.” .. . . -
When the alien traders came on the Sab-
bath they found the city gatés firmly barred. |
They. camped outside with their. goods,

migh warned them not to be there again,

.promising that if they persisted:in. coming;

he would arrest them all. .-So they troubled. -
the Jews no more on-the Sabhath. -7 .

C.'ETopic.' .

3 The 'Lord’s ..
Supper. 1 Cor. 11:23-28, . - .. .-+ =

.. -Junior C. E.

" Dec. 3. ‘We'can do it;’ a’lesson  of'

courage from Caleb.  Num. 13:°17-31. " '

‘Missions and the Sunday= e
S Tschool. o -

- In order to" ma.ké‘thé:sﬁbj“ect ﬁi.ore;.' real to

the children, the missionary cause might, al.-
ways. be mentioned in‘the opening or iu the

" closing. prayer.: I’ would -recommend. that

once or twice'a month, or oftener if thought..
fit, the -teacters should be’asked in’turn to -
give a missionary -talk from.the desk;: the .

time ‘being limited 'to five minutes. This is Against qualms ‘of con e, Hérer »
me-oelis Ao 0 LUVE mminules, ' 141 : science, he: <
-enotgh - to "tell’ some anecdote or give some- .saﬁ;‘diiﬁ?took"ﬁp'é.‘i'éwspépér;-'é.hetl ;§§§f§£’.« :

telling piece of information concerning some

" country or district. - A map of the place re- .
ferred to, hung in front of the “desk, would ..

facts; important as'théy may be.for the older
“folk..""Let'us . thef S gs101
.aries-

~of.this kind, tut weé.would like more, and'we
: “-oughtito: see’ that’they:are in:; :

“turned 'to Jerusalem, he.saw. a ‘sight’ that - school libraries;-“and that 'when there, ‘our.
\filled 'him:with. horror——many of . tiie: people. :
.were:trading. and working and carrying on: .
. ‘business:just ithe .same as.on a- week:day. ..

‘portunitiés 0 often: 6eeurring of illustrating™...

to find .. |

iriGentive”{o drunlfeness.

-smoker generally articulates huskily.

.gelf to its.reading.

b usigive them lives:of the missions’

- written specially ‘for. them,books. full .
of:stirring"anecdote; full of vivid ictures of !
tho “habits ‘and’ surroundings - of : the: people
in these'distant countries; There are several

they :are_in.our.Sunday-

scholars are- encouraged’ to:read them,:
:;-While offering:-these ’suggestions for the :
school as.a whole, it is.of course-taken for
granted -that’each ‘teacher- embraces the op-"

the. Bible -1gsson: by ‘incidents”in’ missionary. B
life; .and, in coneclusion,’let us aim‘high' for..

‘our.scholdrs; let us’so instruct.them’ and so’

pray.{or; them, that we may hope to train up - S
in’our,schools, many- who' shall ‘esteem it ‘&~ -

-glorious, privilege- to-be themselves ‘the bear- "~

ersi’of the’Gospel, message. to the landsiof -

which if not Liealed.soon ' d@rk}lﬁ?s?*.a@ 4 superstition.—Mrs, Henry Cook, .

7 Tobacco Catéchism.”, ...
CHAPTER | XXVL—TWELVE" REASONS"
AGAINST THE USE OF TOBACCO. .

3 The habit. is at’ war with temper-- o
ance. * Tobacto:is an intoxic '
of ‘the “merchandise “of . d !

2. The'Habit s a . self-ldulgente. It . = -

hinders Toial reform and impedes, Drogress.’ R

-3, ‘The, habit is essentially filthy, ' No:

. Christian:gentleman should fill the air with =

poisonous, smoke or deluge. the -floor “with .
liquid filthiness. S

b o

4. The lips of the tobacco . chewer  OT. -

~ The gums are SpONEY .and. tender, and the-
avhole.mouth ;and throat: affected, by, its use. -
5. The habit'impairs digestion, brings.on. .

_consumption -and weakéns the. comstitution.. -

‘8. -The habit- injures the voice, . The
The
chewer -often croaks. The suiterer speaks -
indistinctly, as he cannot breathe through
the nose. . - R ST o
.7. . The habit is costly.. - Official statistics
show that more money is spent for tobacco’
in the United . States” every year than for .
bread, - v T o
8...'The ' habit” often - lowers the self-re- -

noisily demanding an entrance, but Nehe- . spect of ‘those who practice it.

I love-my pipe,’ said a 'clerg}iman,‘ ‘but
despise myself for using it.’. SRR
“+9, The, habit -disturbs” the regular pulsa-

tions ‘of the heart;> tobacco.users are thus-

" in’ constant ‘danger; many fall “dead " sud-
. denly. S e - iR AR
0.

feebles the memory, paralyzes the. will, pro-:-

* @uces-morbid irrifability, diseases the imagi-- Lo
- nation,

_and. deadens’ the .moral:sensibilities.” .
11; The habit is at rebellion agalnst con- .
gelence.” - Thé user knows ‘that it wastes
time, money, strength andlife, “A1id tramples
Upon the laws -of ‘nature, 'which are ‘the *
laws of God : 7 g

% It is as contagious as the cholera: | -

o .Avoid Temptation.
_.Orie I knew. had had a long, hard tussle -
withthe drink habit; and'-had ‘come off
victor. One day, at.a distance from-his homie,
he was overtaken: by a sudden’rain. . "Look- °
ing about for shelter, the only guick “chance -

he saw was thé open:door - of " a . saloofl. " :

ling. - Then he told’ me:how, =
strangely: but certainly, that  newspaper

would lower- itself - from before his eyes’

'The habii weakens the mind. Tt emn- - T




