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- ‘ England. ‘The King is cager to have his new ju-
SELECTED. risdiction acknowledged in the kingdom: hohas a
form of oath drawnup to which the bishops and

EXTRACT FROM AMICABLE DISCUS-
SION.

An bistorian whose acknowledged  celebrity is
anfortunately surpassed by his unfu\thfulncss, has
.isserted that the history of the English Reforma-
u0n was itsapology. Had he asserted the opposite
to this, he would, in my opinion. have been much
nearer the truth,  Of this you will be enabled to

judge by the following brief narrative, in which 1
shal} not contradict !nm in facts, but shall merely
have recourse fo autborities, whick he himsel
would have admitted.

Eigbtcen years had clapsed since the mmrriage
which Henry VIII. had contracted. according to
the dispensation granted in 1509, by Juuus If. with
tho w dow of Arthur, his eldexbrother, Cathanine
~f Arragon, daughter of Ferdinand, King of Spain.
By her he'had many children, of whom the Prin-
cess Blary was alone surviving. In 1621, appear-
cdat the court of Catharine thie fatmous Anna  Bo-
Teyn. Sho wasinher twenty-first.year,and was
Just returned fram $rance, where she bad spent
seven years in tho -presence of two successive
Queens, and the Duchéss of Alencon, sister of]
Fraucis the First.—~Youth, beauty and the graces
set off her person, andinspired the Morarch with
‘hat fatal passicn, which.a few yearslater drove Ca-
fharine from the throne, put Anne in her place, for
a time, then sent her to the scaffold, and involved
FEngland ina schism, that continues fo this day.

Immediately it became known at Rome .that
Cranmer, the successor of Warham to the sec of
Canterbury, ] had faken upon himself to annul the
marriage of Cotharine in orderto facilitate that of]
the King with Anue of Boleyn, the copsistory, on
the 24th of March, 1533, gave adecision, by which
thej confirmed tho  validity of Heary’s first mas-
ridge with C:x\hcnne, commanded the Prince to live
with her, and, in case of refusal, proncunced
against bim a sentence of excommunication. On
'}‘03""8' this, the earaged Monarch determined on
breaking with the see of Rome and withdrawing
himself and his dominions from the jarisdiction o
St. Peter whose authority end rights he himself
had'so stoutly defendedagainst Luther. Aiready
waore the people prcp:n-ed tp expecta chnng*. sun-
dry menaces had been sent fo the soversign Pon-
tiff, and many-blows had been struck at his Juns-
diction. 1In {‘mc, the Parliament meeting again in
Yovember‘la34 seizes hold of the Junsdxchon o
tho Cliuréh xmamvcsts the crown with it, by an
act, ﬂqudecotatcs the King with tha porapaus {itle

~fdbe temporal and spmtun] Ixead of the Churcls of] saxrom.

las thesourco and origin of all jurisdiction, them-

' subject to the good pleasure of the Sovereign.®

clergy arc obliged o subscribe; whoover refuses,
or pretends to raise his voice in favorof the spi-
ritual supremacy of the Pope, is punished with
death. Cromwell, Henry’s vicar-general, delegat-
ed by him to excreise his supremacy, funs over the
different dioceses, suspends during bis diocesan vi-
sits the jurisdiction of those bishops. who carry
their cowardly compliance so far ar lo receive let-
ters-patent, by which they acknowledge the Prince

sclves only exercising a precarious jurisdiction,

Tho remainder of this reign was marked by the
frequent exercise of epiritual jurisdiction, by the
suppression.of abbeys and monasterics, by various
arbitrary dismemberments of dioceses, by erections
of new secs, whose incumbents were consecrated
and confirmed by lelters patent from the King.
While; however, the supreme ruler was mainfain-
ing tho schism with the utmost severity, he repel-
led heresy with equal rigour, and at the same time
that he was punishing Catholics, who still dared to
declare tbemselves for the chair of Peter, he con-
demned {o the flames the disciples of Luther and
Calvin, who werobusy enough to dogmatize in his
states. But it was hot difficult to foresee, that the
schism would one day open the door to heresy;
and that, unily being once destroyed, innovations
held in estecm upon the continent, would finally ap-
pear and gain ground in England.

Scarcely had Heanry closed his cyes, when the
Duko of Somersettook upon him the guardionship
of biy nephew, Edward V1. and the administration
of the kingdom at the head ofthe council of regency
under the hame of Prolector. He was a Zuin
ghnn in heart, and had for his confidant, Archbi-
shop’Craamer; who, no longer baving reason to
dissemble; spon threw offthe mask, and openly en-
tered ' info the views of the Regent The Arch-
bishop hoped fo gethis marriage into credit, which
hitherlo he had  been obliged tokeep concealed.
The Protecforlooked for the spoils of the Church-—,
many others wished to share them with him—no-
thing but the seformation could serve them all (o
their satisizction: it was therefore determined upon
The Duko of Somerset commences by proclaiming,
his nephew supreme head in spiritualsand- tempo-
rals; he umn obliges the Bishopsto reccive com-
missions mxocablc af the will of the King, names

*We must except Fisher, Bishopof Rockester, who
courageously malntained hes faith, and lost Ins head onthe
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commissaties fo petform we visitation of the dic-
ceses, and in tho mecan time suspends the exercise
of all episcopal authority .Lic announces by an edict
that a collection of articles of faith is preparing in
the council; that itwill appear before long, and
that they are to Liold themselves un readiness to re
ceive it with submission. and in the mean umye he
forbids any ecclesiastic to preach in any assembly
whatoever.  Already had Peter Martyr and Ochu:,
his companion been ¢alled to labour in the work o.
reformation.  Both of these were Iialian religious,
who like the grcater part of the reformers, bad
quitted the monasic state to embrace that of mar-
riage. ‘The announced work at length appeared,
It taok away from public worship 1ts aucient forms,
and from ceremonies their majesty., Confession,
works of satisfaciion, purgatory, prayers fur the
dead, the invocation of saints, the honor pad
images, relics, and the cross wereabolished. the rs-
tual, the liturgy, the mass with its sacufice, the
real presence with trapsubstantiation, allare swepy
away, and England is astomshed to behold atself on
asudden become Calvinistic.

But by this time heaven appearcd to be weari®d
with so many socrileges. It removed from the
world this youthful sovereign, whose weaknesswas
so shamecfully abused. Mary, his eldest sister.
brought to the throne the Catholic sentiments, wit),
which her mother, the virluous Catharine, had con- °
stantly inspired her—aided by the ministers with
whom she was surroundca, and above all by the
wise counsels of Cardinal Pole, her kinsmaa, si
succeeded in bringing back her people to the obe-
dience of tho Holy Sce.  The Parliament had at-
self solicited tbe reconciliatien, which was pro-
nounced by Cardinal Pule, nuncio of Julws H}
The affairs of the Church were adjusted between tht
legate and parliament with as much prudence gs
moderativn,  On their return o unity, they reswn -
cd the dogmas and liturgy, which had always becn
received in this great island from its conversion (o
Christianity to the young Edward. England, -
though troubled with the innovations and the ouf-
rages of the last reign, appeared gencrally to ap-
plaud itself for its return to Catbolicity—and proka-
bly would have doue so, much more, bad not God,
whose judgments are inscrutable, refused postenfy
to Mary, and deprived ber, aftera short reign o
her crown and Ler life.

She wasreplaced by lier natural sister, Elim-.
beth, who was indebted for the crown tothe Ixs -
will of Henry rather than to ber birth, for she wa$ -
born in the life time. of Catharine, kis Queenodfl.
lavful wife; and even the marriage of .Annc.ber,
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Jimother had been declared null, a littte before g -



