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life, and, unconsciously, of hier own. More than once the Eider
wiped bis eyes; more than once lie rose and waiked up and down
1)efore the door, gazing with undefined but intense exuotion at this
wonian'telling lier pathetie story with the simple-lhearted liumility
of a child. Draxy Iooked y-ounger than ever curlcd up in tbe
doorway, witi lier hands lying idle on lier white apron. The
Eider wývas on the point of stroking lier hair. Suddeniy sbe rose,
and said, cgBut I arn taking too muchi of your Uie, sir; wilI vou
take me inow to sec tlie bouse you spoke of, which wve could hire?"

She as gaintheni.jestic youig- woman. Tue Eider wvas again
thirown back and puzzled.

He tried to persuade bier to give up ail idea of hiring the
house: to mnake bis liouse their home for the present. But she
replied steadfastly, ,"I mnust look at the bouse, sir, before I de-
eide." Tliey w'alked down into the village together. iDraxy wvas
utteriy unconscious of observation, but the Eider only knew too
wvell that every eye of Ciairv'ind -%vas a t some window-pane study-
ing bis companion's face and figure. Ail wvhom they miet stared
s0 undisguisedly that, féaring Draxy would be annoyed, bie
said,-

ciYou mustn't mmnd the folks staring so at you. You sec they've
beexi taikini' the matter ail over about the ind, an' your commn',
for a montlî, an' it's no more than naturai they should wvant te,
k-now ho-% you 1ook; " and lie, too, looked admiringiy at Draxy-,'s.
face.

"Oh," said Draxy (it -%vas a new idea te lier mmnd), ccI niever:
thouglit of that."

« I hope they are ail gclad we are coming, sir," added she, a mo-
ment after.

"ýOh yes, yes; tbey're glad enougli. 'Taint often anytbiinglbap-
pens up liere, you kn >ow, and they've ail thouglit everything of
you since, your first letter came."

Draxy coloured. She liad not dreamed 0f taking a wlihole vil*-
lage into bier confidence. But sbe wvas glad of the friendliiness;
and sbie met every inquisitive gaze aftcr this ihaopnrep-
sive look 0f such beaming good-will that sue made friends of al
whom she saw. One or two stopped and spoke; most were afraid
to do se, unconsciousiy repeiied, as tbe Eider had been at first, by
soinet1iug in Draxy's dress and bearing wbich te bis e-xtreme
iniexperience suggested tbe fine lady. Notbing could havý,e been
plainer than Draxy's cbeap, gray gowp ; but lier dress always bad
character.

The bouse wouid not answer. Dra-xy sliook bier liead as soon as
she saw-% it, and wbvlen tbe Eider told lier that in the spring freshets
the river wasbed into the lower story, slie turned instantly away,
-aid said, "Let us go borne, sir; I must tbink of something eise."

At dinner Draxy was preoccupied and anxious. The expres-
sion of perplexity made lier look older, but ne less beautiful.
Eider Kinney gazed. at lier more steadily than lie knew; and lie
did. not eal lier a"ehild " again.
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